RAYMOND AND JESSICA MARIN

5809 Shepherd Rd | Shepherd. MT 59079
559-972-8738 | The.marins.email @ gmail.com

September 8, 2026

Yellowstone County Board of County Commissioners
P.O. Box 35000

Billings, MT 59107

RE: Request for Administrative Review - Historical Status and Alignment of County Road 105/ J.E.
Dickey Road

Dear Yellowstone County Cormmissioners:

We are submitting the enclosed evidence packet for formal review by the Yellowstone County Board of
County Commissioners concerning the historical establishment, alignment, and present legal status of
County Road 105, historically identified as the J.E. Dickey Road.

The enclosed materials include historical county road records, the original 1901 petition and road
documentation, historical aerial imagery, maps, survey information, photographs of the existing roadway
and associated improvements, lerrain comparisons, and other records relevant to identifying the original
County Road 105 alignment.

The records we have located indicate that County Road 105 was formally established in 1901. We have
also located 4 later 1906 "corrected” description; however, despite review of the available county records
and commission minutes, we have not located documentation showing a formal proceeding abandoning,
vacating, or otherwise legally extinguishing the originat 1901 alignment.

The physical roadway that is the subject of this packet remains identifiable on the ground. Evidence
presented in the packet includes historical and modem documentation showing correspondence between
the existing roadway, the historical road records. terrain features, drainage crossings. grading. and other
physical evidence.

We respectfully request that the Board:

1. Accept this evidence packet as a formal submission concerning County Road 105;

2. Refer the matter to the appropriate Yellowstone County departments and officials for review,
including, as appropriate, the County Surveyor, Public Works/Road and Bridge, Clerk and Recorder,

and County Attormey;

3. Review the County's records to determine whether any formal abandonment, vacation. relocation,
alteration, or discontinuance proceeding exists concerning the original 1901 aligmment of County
Road 105;

4. If such a proceeding exists, identify the petition, resolution, order, commissioners’ minules, viewers'
report, plat, or other official record establishing that action;

5. If no such record exists, consider what administrative action is appropriate to determine or clanfy the
County's records concerning the status and location of County Road 105; and



YELLOWSTONE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

REQUEST FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OF THE STATUS AND LOCATION OF COUNTY ROAD 105

Re: Original County Road 105 established in 1801; review of road status, route identification, and present obstruction

PURPOSE OF REQUEST

The enclosed evidence packet is submitted to request administrative review of the legal status and physicat location of the
ariginal route of County Road 105. The packet cantains County records showing that County Road 105 was petitioned for
and established in 1901, together with route materials, a later reference to a "corrected route,” historical aerial imagery,
deed records, and comparisons between the historical description and surviving physical roadway features.

This is not a request to establish a new road or create a private easement. it asks the County to determine whether the
ariginal 1901 route was ever formally abandoned or lawfully altered and, if not, whether the surviving graded roadway
corresponds to the road previously established by the County.
SUMMARY OF EVIDENTIARY BASIS

- 1901 establishment. The packet includes the County Road 105 establishment materials and petition file.

- Later corrected-route reference. A corrected route appears in County road records, but no commissioner-minute
record or formal abandonment proceeding for the original route has been located to date.

« Road Record Book comparison. Other road abandonments are specifically notated; Road 105 references the
corrected route without a comparable abandonment notation for the original route.

« Historical and physical roadway. Historical aerials and present field evidence show a surviving graded roadway in the
corridor.

- Terrain and construction correspondence. The surviving roadway follows the same general sequence of hillside
grades, directional changes, coulee complexes, crossings, and constructed drainage features reflected in the historical

route materials.

« Historic measurement discrepancies. Individual courses and distances do not repraduce every modern measurement
exactly. The identification is based on the totality of the original records, terrain sequence, aerials, drainage crossings,
and surviving construction.

REQUESTED REVIEW

Please place this matter on a properly noticed Board agenda; direct the appropriate County personnel to search for any
formal abandonment or route-alteration action: and review the surviving route on the ground against the original road

records.

Submitted by: jé'Sb‘\Ca /V\oqﬂw-\
Address: =8a Smé QA ,
Phone / email: [_‘566{ ) Q28138 ine- Moing Lmaa \@(;(ma\ {.com

Date: 61“5/101(.0
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ROUTE IDENTIFICATION - BASIS FOR COUNTY FIELD REVIEW

The packet does not contend that every historic course, distance, or chain measurement plots exactly onto modern GIS or
GPS data. It identifies the surviving road by comparing the totality of the original route information with terrain, drainage,
construction, and historical aerial evidence.

DISTINCTIVE CORRESPONDING FEATURES

Marker Observed correspondence

POB Beginning area near the northwest corner of Section 16.

Al A1 First coulee complex and branch toward Section 8.

A2 Road winds uphill between the branch and main body of the coulee; visible grading corresponds with the
historical grading call.

A3 Northerly directional change followed by a coulee crossing; historical notes call for a bridge and the surviving
crassing presently contains a culvert.

B/B1 Second coulee camplex followed by a long generally northeasterly straight roadway segment with visible
grading.

c/c1/C2 Third coulee complex and fork; road turns northerly between forks and crosses the northern branch, with
visible grading.

POE Route continues toward the historical endpoint identified in T2N, R27E, Section 35.

PROPOSED DESCRIPTION OF THE EVIDENCE

The surviving constructed roadway substantially corresponds with the original County Road 105 route. Although
individual courses and distances in the 1901 description do not precisely reproduce modern measurements, the surviving
roadway follows the same distinctive sequence of grades, directional changes, coulee complexes, drainage crossings, and
construction features reflected in the historical road records. The repeated correspondence of these features, together with
historical aerial imagery and surviving grading, supports a field review to determine whether the present roadway
represents the road originally laid out and constructed.

QUESTIONS FOR COUNTY SURVEY / PUBLIC WORKS REVIEW

« Can the original 1901 route be retraced using the original petition, route description, historical road records, surviving
terrain, and physical construction evidence?

« Do the existing graded roadbed, cuts, fills, drainage crossings, culvert focation, and directional changes correspond with
the 1901 route materials?

« Do County archives contain any formal Board action abandoning the original 1901 route?
« Do County archives contain any formal Board action approving the later "corrected route" as a relocation or alteration?

« I no lawful abandonment is found, what County action is appropriate regarding the present obstruction?

County Road 105 Commission Supplement - Page 3



COUNTY ROAD 105

Historical Road Evidence Packet

Exhibit Packet

CONTENTS

I. Establishment and Road Records

Il. Chain of Title

lll. Aerial Imagery

IV. Route and Terrain Correspondence

V. County Communication



SUMMARY OF EVIDENTIARY SUPPORT

Summary of Evidentiary Support - Continued

—

Historical aerial imagery from 1951-1966 and 1969-1981 (Exhibit Groups 8-11) shows a persistent graded
roadway corridor, matching the historical alignment across mulitiple decades.

Terrain-marker overlays on the historical plat, 1966 aerial, and modern aerial (Exhibits 12-A, 13-A, 14-A)
demonstrate that key route features - including POB, A, A1, A2, A3, B1, C1, C2, and POE - correspond
across all datasets.

Photographs and annotated maps confirm the physical survival of major road features: the POB corner pin
(Exhibits 15-A, 15-B), hillside grading at A2 (Exhibits 16-A through 16-C), coulee crossing at A3 (Exhibits
17-A through 17-C), the graded B1 segment (Exhibit 18-A), and the C2 directional change (Exhibits 19-A
through 19-C). The POE terminus remains identifiable in Section 35 (Exhibit 20-A).

Finally, County communication (Exhibit 21-A) confirms that while one road book "appeared" to reference
partial abandonment, no abandonment documents, surveyor notes, field notes, or maps could be located
by Public Works, the Clerk & Recorder, or the Deputy County Attorney, indicating no formal abandonment
of the original 1901 road was ever recorded.

County Road 105 - Exhibit Packet Page 3 of 72



EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit Index - Continued

GROUP

12

13

14

16

16

17

18

19

20

21

DESCRIPTION

Annotated Histerical Plat - Terrain Markers

Annotated 1966 Aerial - Terrain Markers

Annotated Modemn Aerial - Terrain Markers

POB - Beginning Point Near Northwest Comer of Section 16

A2 - Road Winding Up the Side of the Hill

A3 - Northerly Direction Change and Coulee Crossing

B1 - Long Northeasterly Stretch

C2 - Northerly Direction Change Between Forks of Coulee C

POE - Terminus in Section 35, T2N R27E

Communication from Yellowstone County Clerk and Recorder/Auditor

County Road 105 - Exhibit Packet

EXHIBITS

12-A

13-A

14-A

15-Ato 15-B

16-Ato 16-C

17-Ato 17-C

18-A

19-Ato 19-C

20-A

21-A

Page 5 of 72



EXHIBIT 1-A

Road establishment record
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EXHIBIT 1-C

1901 County Road 105 route plat
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EXHIBIT 2-A

Petition-file document - image 1
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EXHIBIT 2-C

Peiillon-file. document - image 3
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EXHIBIT 3-A

Road Record Book notation
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i. ESTABLISHMENT AND ROAD RECORDS

EXHIBIT GROUP 4

Road Record Book 1 - Index Examples

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit provides examples showing that abandonments of other roads were expressly notated in
Road Record Book 1, as indicated by the yellow highlights. It also identifies the County Road 105
index entry, highlighted in green, which refers to the "corrected" route page but does not show an
abandonment notation for Road 105. The comparison is included to document the road book’s
apparent notation practice and the absence of a comparable abandonment entry for Road 105 in the

materials reviewed.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibits 4-A through 4-B

Page 17 of 72



EXHIBIT 4-B

Road 105 index entry referencing corrected route
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EXHIBIT 5-A

Section 9 south parcel land patent - 1914

Deed Record No. 47, Yellowstone County, Montana
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EXHIBIT 5-C

Section 9 north parcel land patent - 1919. page 2

T Warranty Deed Reco;d:-No. 72, Yellowstone Coimty, Montana e
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EXHIBIT 6-A

Plaintiff chain-of-title land patent - 1921. page 1
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Il. CHAIN OF TITLE

EXHIBIT GROUP 7

Defendant Chain of Title - 1943 Deed

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit contains the 1943 deed in the defendant chain of title and highlights language providing
that the property was taken subject to roadways then laid out or existing. It is included to document
that roadway-related language within the later chain of title and to provide a deed-record reference for
evaluating roadways shown by the historical record to have existed by that time.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibits 7-A through 7-B

County Road 105 - Exhibit Packet Page 27 of 72



EXHIBIT 7-B

1943 deed - page 2
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Ill. AERIAL IMAGERY

EXHIBIT GROUP 9

Aerial Imagery Set 1 - 1969 to 1981

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit contains three aerial images from the 1969-1981 period depicting the same general
roadway area presented in Exhibit Group 8. The images are included to permit comparison of the
visible road or traveled-way alignment over time and to document the appearance of the route area
after the 1951-1966 imagery.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibits 9-A through 9-C

Page 33 of 72



EXHIBIT 9-B

Historical aerial image - 1969-1981 set, image 2




ll. AERIAL IMAGERY

EXHIBIT GROUP 10

Aerial Imagery Set 2 - 1951 to 1966

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit contains a second locator inset and two additional historical aerial images from the
1951-1966 period covering another portion of the roadway area. The images are included to
document visible route features in that portion of the corridor and to provide an earlier-period
comparison with the corresponding 1969-1981 aerial imagery in Exhibit Group 11.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibits 10-A through 10-C

County Road 105 - Exhibit Packet Page 37 of 72



EXHIBIT 10-B

Historical aerial image - second 1951-1966 set, image 1
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Il. AERIAL IMAGERY

EXHIBIT GROUP 11

Aerial Imagery Set 2 - 1969 to 1981

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit contains three additional aerial images from the 1969-1981 period covering the roadway
area shown in Exhibit Group 10. The images are included to compare the later appearance of the
visible traveled way and surrounding terrain with the corresponding 1951-1966 imagery and to assist
in evaluating continuity of the route through that area.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibits 11-A through 11-C

County Road 105 - Exhibit Packet Page 41 of 72



EXHIBIT 11-B

Historical aerial image - second 1969-1981 set, image 2
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V. ROUTE AND TERRAIN CORRESPONDENCE

Terrain Marker Legend

The following marker definitions correspond to the annotated maps and later feature-specific exhibits.

POB

>
-

Q
=

(%]

Q

Near northwest corner of Section 16.
First coulee in complex.

Coulee splits toward Section 8.

Road is visibly graded and winds up the side of the hill between the A1 branch and the main body
of Coulee A.

Second coulee in complex.

Long straight portion of road southwest of Coulee B.
Third coulee in complex.

Fork in Coulee C.

Northerly direction change in road between branches of the fork; road crosses the northern branch
and is visibly graded.

Terminates northeast of map in T2N R27E, Section 35.

Note: A3 appears on the annotated route maps and is discussed in Exhibit Group 17

County Road 108 - Exhibit Packet
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EXHIBIT 12-A

Anrotated listorical plat with terrain-marker labels
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EXHIBIT 13-A

Annotated 1966 aerial with terrain-marker labels




EXHIBIT 14-A

Annotated modern aerial with terrain-marker labels
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EXHIBIT 15-A
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IV. ROUTE AND TERRAIN CORRESPONDENCE

EXHIBIT GROUP 16

A2 - Road Winding Up the Side of the Hill

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit compares the A2 portion of the metes-and-bounds description with photographs of the
roadway on the hillside. The written record describes the route as winding up the side of the hill and
includes a grading call, while the photographs depict a visibly graded roadbed on the corresponding
hillside terrain. The exhibit is included to compare a specific recorded route characteristic with a
present physical feature at the A2 location.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibits 16-A through 16-C
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EXHIBIT 16-B

Roadbed photograph - image 1




IV. ROUTE AND TERRAIN CORRESPONDENCE

EXHIBIT GROUP 17

A3 - Northerly Direction Change and Coulee
Crossing

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit addresses the A3 portion of the route, where the metes-and-bounds record reflects a
northerly direction change followed by a coulee crossing and references a bridge. The accompanying
map image identifies the crossing location, and the ground photograph depicts a culvert at that
location today. The exhibit is included to compare the recorded drainage-crossing feature with the
existing physical crossing identified along the route.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibits 17-A through 17-C
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EXHIBIT 17-B

Aerial / map screenshot of crossing location
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IV. ROUTE AND TERRAIN CORRESPONDENCE

EXHIBIT GROUP 18

B1 - Long Northeasterly Stretch

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit isolates the metes-and-bounds segment corresponding to marker B1. The record
describes a long northeasterly course and includes a grading notation. It is included as a written-route
reference for comparison with the long B1 segment marked on the annotated historical, 1966, and

modern route maps.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibit 18-A
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V. ROUTE AND TERRAIN CORRESPONDENCE

EXHIBIT GROUP 19

C2 - Northerly Direction Change Between Forks of
Coulee C

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit addresses marker C2, where the route makes a northerly directional change between
branches of Coulee C. The metes-and-bounds excerpt and accompanying map screenshots are
presented together to show the recorded course in relation to the forked coulee terrain and the visibly
graded roadway location. The exhibit is included to compare a distinctive directional and drainage
relationship across the written and mapped evidence.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibits 19-A through 19-C
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EXHIBIT 19-B

Map screenshol - C2 location. image 1
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IV. ROUTE AND TERRAIN CORRESPONDENCE

EXHIBIT GROUP 20

POE - Terminus in Section 35, T2N R27E

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit identifies the POE, or point of ending, in Section 35, T2N R27E. The annotated
Yellowstone Parcel Viewer image marks the Section 35 area, the road alignment, and the location
identified as the platted terminus. It is included to compare the northern endpoint shown in the
historical route materials with the roadway location depicted on the present parcel-viewer map.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibit 20-A
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V. COUNTY COMMUNICATION

EXHIBIT GROUP 21

Communication from Yellowstone County Clerk and
Recorder/Auditor

DESCRIPTION

This exhibit contains a written communication from Jeff Martin, Yellowstone County Clerk and
Recorder/Auditor, regarding the County's search for records concerning the road. The message
states that public works and the deputy civil county attorney were familiar with the issue; that the road
book and maps appeared to reference abandonment for a portion of the petitioned road; that the
board clerk was unable to locate an abandonment document associated with the petitioned road; and
that the surveyor did not locate related surveyor notes, maps, field notes, or monument records. The
exhibit is included to document the County's reported record-search results and the distinction
between an abandonment notation and the absence of an underlying abandonment document
located in that search.

RELATED EXHIBIT PAGES

Exhibit 21-A
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