
           
COMMISSIONER MEETINGS

All meetings take place in the Commissioners Conference Room (308)
located in the Ostlund Building @ 2825 3rd Ave N (3rd Floor)

and are open to the public unless otherwise noted
  

THURSDAY - SEPTEMBER 3, 2026

           
8:45 Calendar

9:00 COMMISSIONERS DISCUSSION

PLEDGE
 

DEPARTMENTS

1. Elections -   
a. August 2026 Monthly Update
b. Request for Record Retention Distruction of Materials

2. Treasurer - Amendment to Sundown Security Contract
3. Bob Morris - Montana Data Center Water & Electricity Presentation
4. Gene Jarussi - Interim Zoning

COMMISSIONERS

1. Commissioner Board Reports   
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON COUNTY BUSINESS
*Public comment is an opportunity for individuals to address the Board, however, the Board cannot engage
in discussion or take action on items not properly noticed on the agenda.  Public comment is limited to 3
minutes per individual. 
 

Closed - Human Resources Personnel Matter



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 1. a.        
Meeting Date: 09/03/2026  
Title: August 2026 Monthly Update
Submitted By: Dayna Causby, Election Administrator

TOPIC:
August 2026 Monthly Update

BACKGROUND:
August 2026 Monthly Update

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discussion

Attachments
August 2026 Elections Update 



 
 
 

ELECTION ADMINISTRATIONS 
(406) 256-2740 (OFFICE)   P.O. Box 35002 
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August 2026 Highlights 

Documents Processed 
• 4, 516 documents processed. These documents include returned undeliverable ballot updates, 

out of county moves, out of state moves, any requests to be removed as a registered voter. 

• Year-to-date: 18,966 documents processed  

The Election Center Update 
• MontanaFair- During MontanaFair the elections office had a presence inside of the box office 

area a week before the fair including a few days after the fair. Workers assisted voters in 
registering to vote, candidate filing, voter registration certificates, and many other things from 
that location.  

Ribbon Cutting/Open House/Election Worker Appreciation 

• The County Commissioners held a ribbon cutting and Election Judge appreciation event at The 
Election Center on August 31 3:30-7pm. Attendance was between 150-200 people throughout 
that time. Employees gave tours, conducted interviews, and talked with workers, new outlets, 
and the public around what services would be offered from The Election Center.  

General Election Update (November 3, 2026) 

• Ballot envelopes, election instructions, and ballot delivery dates are being prepared. Mailout 
ballot preparation will begin mid-September. 

• Military and Overseas ballots are mailed September 18. 
• General mail ballots are mailed to voters on October 9. 
• Canvass for the General Election is Tuesday November 17. 
• Additional in-person training dates are September 15 and September 17 for any one wishing to join 

the team as an Election judge, or for any election judges who would like a refresher course before 
the General Election. 



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 1. b.        
Meeting Date: 09/03/2026  
Title: Request for Record Retention Distruction of Materials
Submitted By: Dayna Causby, Election Administrator

TOPIC:
Request for Record Retention Distruction of Materials

BACKGROUND:
Request to destroy per the Montana State Record Retention Schedule. Please see the attached RM88
and records retention schedule. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
discussion-approval to move to regular meeting consent agenda

Attachments
Election Retention Schedule - County 
2026-09-03 RM88 



 
 
 

Schedule No.  3
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Records

Schedule
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopted by the Local Government 
Records Committee, August 1996 

 
LAST REVISED – MAY 2013 



  

ER2 
FOR RECORD DISPOSAL SEE MCA 2-6-403         For the most current revision go to:   www.sos.state.mt.us 
Rev. 5-2013   This revision supersedes all previous versions of this schedule 
 

MONTANA LOCAL GOVERNMENT RETENTION SCHEDULE   
 
DEPARTMENT:        ELECTIONS     
 
ITEM          RECORD TITLE AND DESCRIPTION         RETENTION TIME              COMMENTS  

 
1. ABSENTEE BALLOT ENVELOPES 

a. Returned/Verification (signed envelopes) 
b. Secrecy 

 

 
a. & b.  1 year 
 
 

 

2. ABSENTEE BALLOT LOGS   
a. Voter’s Absentee ballot request-county and local 

elections 
 

b. Voter’s absentee ballot request-state and federal 
elections 

 
c. Election administrator’s certification of absentee ballots 

issued 
d. Confirmation letter to annual absentee voter 

 

 
a. 1 year if no recount is 

pending. 
b. 2 years if no recount is 

pending. 
c. 1 year for county & local 

elections; 2 years for state 
and federal elections. 

d. 1 year  
   

 

3. ADDRESS CONFIRMATION CARDS- Notification cards sent 
to voters that failed to vote in a General election or because mail 
ballot was returned as undeliverable; part of NVRA process. 

2 years 
 
 

 

4. AFFIDAVITS OF PUBLICATION (Notices of election)  
a. close of registration    
b. polling places 
c. notice of election 
d. notice-public test of election machine  
e.  filing deadlines 
f. proof of publications 

 
County and Local 
Government- 1 year 
 
State and Federal- 2 years*** 
 
 
 

 

5. AUDIT LOG- CENTRAL COUNTER or PRECINCT 
COUNTER 
 

1 year for county & local 
elections.  
2 years for state & federal 
elections.  
 
 

 

6. AUTOMARK FLASHCARD –Necessary to mark the ballots or 
produce audio of ballot. 

6 days after the canvass of the 
election if no recount or court 
action is pending. 
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FOR RECORD DISPOSAL SEE MCA 2-6-403         For the most current revision go to:   www.sos.state.mt.us 
Rev. 5-2013   This revision supersedes all previous versions of this schedule 
 

MONTANA LOCAL GOVERNMENT RETENTION SCHEDULE   
 
DEPARTMENT:        ELECTIONS     
 
ITEM          RECORD TITLE AND DESCRIPTION         RETENTION TIME              COMMENTS  
 

7. BALLOTS –COUNTY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT-  
a. Voted and un-voted and detached stubs 
b. Unused   
c. Unverified Provisional ballots  
d. Verified Provisional ballot secrecy envelopes and 

outer affirmation envelope. 
e. Test Ballots-Automark 

 
 
 

 
a. 1 year if no recount is 
pending *   
see MCA 13-1-303 
b. 6 months   
c. and d. 1 year 
e. 1 year 

 

8. BALLOTS –STATE AND FEDERAL 
a. Voted and un-voted and detached stubs 
b. Unused 
c. Unverified Provisional ballots  
d. Verified Provisional ballot secrecy envelopes and 

outer affirmation envelope. 
e. Test Ballots-Automark 

 

a. 2 years*  if no recount is 
pending  (federal law) 
see Federal Law*** 

b. 6 months 
c. and d.  2 years 
e.  2 years 

 

 

9. CANDIDATE FILING  FORMS OR PETITIONS 
 
 
 

 See Clerk and 
Recorders Retention 
Schedule for filing 
and retention time of 
candidates financial 
statements and oaths 
of office.  
 
 
 

10. CANDIDATES- REGISTER OF 4 years 
 
 

 

11. CANVASS BOOKS/RESULTS County and Local 
Government- 1 year 
 
State and Federal- 2 years*** 
 

 

12. CERTIFICATION OF AUTOMARK TESTING 2 years if no recount is 
pending  
 
 

 

13. CERTIFICATION OF TABULATION EQUIPMENT 
TESTING 

2 years if no recount is 
pending 
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FOR RECORD DISPOSAL SEE MCA 2-6-403         For the most current revision go to:   www.sos.state.mt.us 
Rev. 5-2013   This revision supersedes all previous versions of this schedule 
 

MONTANA LOCAL GOVERNMENT RETENTION SCHEDULE   
 
DEPARTMENT:        ELECTIONS     
 
ITEM          RECORD TITLE AND DESCRIPTION         RETENTION TIME              COMMENTS  
 

14. ELECTION SEAL LOG 2 years if no recount is 
pending 
 
 

 

15. ELECTRONIC DEVICE or related software necessary to count 
ballots. 
 
 

6 days after the canvass of the 
election if no recount or court 
action is pending. 
 
 

 

16. INVOICES FOR ELECTION COSTS 
 

Audit + 1 year 
 
 

 

17. M 100 TAPE ROLLS- Tracks all activity on the M 100 
machine. 

2 years if no recount.  
 
 
 
 

 

18. MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONS 
a. Secrecy envelopes 
b. Returned/Verification (signed envelope) 
c. Undeliverable envelopes 
d. Ballots 
e. Daily tally of mail ballots received  
f. Record of questioned ballots  
g. Transport box seal register   
h. Written plan-duplicate-original at Secretary of State 

office  
i. Replacement ballot register 
j. Record of ballot voted in person 
k. Place of deposit signature log  
l. Replacement ballot request 

 

 
County and Local 
Government-1 year if no 
recount /court action is 
pending 
 
State- 2 years unless court 
action or recount is pending. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19. OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTION 
 

Permanent 
 
 

 

20. PETITIONS- LOCAL     8 years 
 
 

Originals 

21. PETITIONS- STATEWIDE  
a. non-Presidential    
b. Presidential    

a. 3 months after election** 
see MCA 13-27-305 
b. 2 years*** 
 

Copies 

22. POLL AND TALLY BOOKS 4 years 
 

 

23. POST ELECTION AUDIT RECONCILIATION AND 
REPORT TO SECRETARY OF STATE 

2 years if no recount is 
pending 
 

 

24. PRECINCT MAPS Permanent 
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MONTANA LOCAL GOVERNMENT RETENTION SCHEDULE   
 
DEPARTMENT:        ELECTIONS     
 
ITEM          RECORD TITLE AND DESCRIPTION         RETENTION TIME              COMMENTS  
 

25. PRECINCT REGISTERS 4 years 
 
 

Historic value 

26. ELECTIONS – REGISTRATION 
a. Voter Confirmation Card – returned as undeliverable 
b. Cancellation Notice from other Counties or States 
c. Death Notice from other Counties or States 
d. Lists of Purged Voters – canceled voters purged from 

the statewide system by SOS. 
 

 
a. 5 years 
b. 4 years 
c. 4 years 
d. 5 years 

 
 
 
 

27. REGISTRATION CARDS Permanent- Original and 
latest change of address or 
cancellation 
 

Microfilm if possible 

28. RESOLUTIONS CALLING FOR ELECTION 
a. special district  
b. school   
c. county 

 

Original- Permanent 
Duplicate copies- 1 year 

 

 
*  In addition to retaining the ballots, you will need to keep any electronic device or related software necessary to read the 
ballots.    For example, if you use a ballot that does not have the names of the candidates printed directly on the ballot, but use an 
electronic counting board to do the canvass, you need to save the counting board.  You will need to retain anything necessary to 
run a recount.  
 ** Unless a court action is pending on the sufficiency of the petition. 
***FEC Regulations require everything pertaining to Federal elections must be retained for 2 years 
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MONTANA LOCAL GOVERNMENT RETENTION SCHEDULE   
 
DEPARTMENT:        ELECTIONS  
 

Revisions to Schedule 
Date Revision Change 

11-2003 
 

1 ITEM 5 BALLOTS –COUNTY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT   
Added:    

c. Unverified Provisional ballots     
d. Verified Provisional ballot secrecy envelopes and outer affirmation envelope 
Retention time for c. and d. 1 year 
  

ITEM 6 BALLOTS –STATE AND FEDERAL   
Added: 

c. Unverified Provisional ballots    
d. Verified Provisional ballot secrecy envelopes and outer affirmation envelope 
Retention time for c. and d. 2 years

10-2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM 1 ABSENTEE BALLOT LOGS  
Revised: 

a. Voter’s Absentee 
ballot request-
county and local 
elections 

b. Voter’s absentee 
ballot request-state 
and federal elections 

c. Election 
administrator’s 
certification of 
absentee ballots 
issued 

d. Voter’s request to be 
on permanent 
absentee list  

e. Confirmation letter 
to permanent 
absentee voter 

 
Deleted Citation:  
4 years see MCA 13-13-233 
 

a. 1 year if no 
recount is 
pending. 

b. 2 years if no 
recount is 
pending. 

c. 1 year for 
county & local 
elections; 2 
years for state 
and federal 
elections. 

d. Permanent 
e. 1 year for 

county & local 
elections; 2 
years for state 
and federal 
elections. 

 

ITEM 2 ABSENTEE BALLOT ENVELOPES 
Changed: 
Retention time - 1 year 
 
ITEM 3 ADDRESS CONFIRMATION CARDS 
Added: 
 “or because mail ballot was returned as undeliverable.” 
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Revisions to Schedule 
Date Revision Change 

10-2006 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
(cont.) 

ITEM 5 AUDIT LOG    
New (all items after this are renumbered) 
 
ITEM 6 AUTOMARK FLASHCARD 
New 
 
ITEM 7 BALLOTS-COUNTY AND LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
Deleted from:   a. “Includes signed affirmation envelopes and  undelivered or 
returned envelopes from mail ballot elections” 

 
ITEM 8 BALLOTS-STATE AND FEDERAL 
Deleted from a. : 
“Includes signed affirmation envelopes and undelivered or returned envelopes from 
mail ballot elections” 

 
ITEM 9 CANDIDATE FILING SHEETS OR PETITIONS 
Replaced: 
“SHEETS” with “FORMS” 
Deleted : 
Retention Time - “Terms of office” 
Comments added: 
 “See Clerk and Recorders Retention Schedule for filing and retention time of 
candidates financial statements and oaths of office.” 
 
ITEM 15 ELECTRONIC DEVICE 
New 
 
ITEM 16 INVOICES FOR ELECTION COSTS   
New 

10-2009 3 ITEM 7 BALLOTS –COUNTY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT &  
ITEM 8 BALLOTS – BALLOTS –STATE AND FEDERAL 
Added to: 
a. “…and detached stubs”  

4-2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FACE SHEET 
Correction: 
Changed adopted date from April 2005 to August 1996 & added Rev. 1.4 April 
2010 
 
ITEM 7 BALLOTS –COUNTY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Added: 
e. Test Ballots-Automark; Retention: 1 year 
 
ITEM 8 BALLOTS – BALLOTS –STATE AND FEDERAL 
Added: 
e. Test Ballots-Automark; Retention: 2 years 
 
NEW ITEMS: 12, 13, 14, 17, and  23 
        Note: all items starting with # 12 are renumbered. 
 

12. CERTIFICATION OF AUTOMARK 
TESTING 

2 years if no recount is 
pending  
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Revisions to Schedule 
Date Revision Change 

4-2010 
(cont.) 

4 
(cont.) 

13. CERTIFICATION OF 
TABULATION EQUIPMENT 
TESTING 

2 years if no recount is 
pending 
 

14. ELECTION SEAL LOG 2 years if no recount is 
pending 
 

17. M 100 TAPE ROLLS- Tracks all 
activity on the M 100 machine. 
 

2 years if no recount.  

23. POST ELECTION AUDIT 
RECONCILIATION AND REPORT 
TO SECRETARY OF STATE 

2 years if no recount is 
pending 
 

 

5-2012 5 Changed: 
ITEM 26 to ELECTIONS – REGISTRATION 

a. Voter Confirmation Card – returned as undeliverable  (5yrs) 
b. Cancellation Notice from other Counties or States   (4 yrs) 
c.  Death Notice from other Counties or States   (4 yrs) 

 
Moved: 
Former ITEM 26 REGISTRATION CARDS to ITEM 27  
Former ITEM 27 RESOLUTIONS CALLING FOR ELECTION to ITEM 28 
 

 

5-2013 6 ITEM 26 ELECTIONS – REGISTRATION 
Added: 
d. Lists of Purged Voters – canceled voters purged from the statewide system by 
SOS (5 years) 
 
ITEM 3 ADDRESS CONFIRMATION CARDS 
Changed: 
Retention period from “Permanent- Microfilm if possible” to “2 years”. 
 
ITEM 2 ABSENTEE BALLOT LOGS 
Deleted: 
d. Voter’s request to be on permanent absentee list  (Permanent) 
Changed: 
e. Confirmation letter to permanent absentee voter to d.; the word “permanent” to 
“annual”; retention time from “1 year for county & local elections; 2 years for state 
and federal elections” to “1 year”. 
 

 



RECORDS DESTRUCTION DOCUMENT  (RM88)
NO. 

PAGE 1 OF 1 PAGES
1.  AGENCY NAME AND DIVISION/PROGRAM:
Yellowstone County Elections

2.  AGENCY CONTACT:
NAME: Dayna Causby

PHONE #: 406-256-2740
EMAIL:elections@yellowstonecountymt.gov

3. NOTICE OF INTENTION: The schedule records listed in Item 5 are to be disposed of in the manner checked below (specify only one).

Delete Incinerate Shred as Classified Toss without Restriction

Other: Explain 

4.  SUBMITTED BY: I hereby certify that the records to be disposed of are correctly represented below, that any audit requirements or Offer 
to the State Historical Society Archives has been fully justified, and that further retention is not required for any litigation pending or 
imminent. Documentation attached from Historical Society.

SIGNATURE: /s/ Dayna Causby
NAME AND TITLE: Dayna Causby Election Administrator
DATE: 8/27/2026

5. LIST OF RECORD SERIES
NOTE: Attach any inventories or Excel spreadsheets to this form to help validate records destroyed.

a.
Retention 
Schedule 
Number

b. 
Item number listed 
on Retention 
Schedule

c.
Record Series Title

d.
Retention in 
months/years

e.
Inclusive 
Dates

f.
Volume in 
Cubic Feet

g.
Disposition Action 
and Date 
completed after 
Authorization

3 3 NVRA 1st/2nd notice 2
11/2021& 
11/2023 5.4

3 7 Ballot instructions 2 11/2023 5.4

3 18 Affifavit Envelopes 22 mo 06/2024 6.9

3 6 School/Heights Water Sewer Ballots 1 year 5/2025 2.6

3 6
School Ballots, Secrecy, void affiavits, 
late, rejected ballots 1 year 05/2025 2.6

3 25 Primary registers 4 years 06/2022 8.6

3 4 Poll Books 4 years 2022 .8

3 3 undeliverable notices 2 years 2022 0.8
6. DISPOSAL AUTHORIZATION: Disposal for the above listed 
records is authorized. Any deletions or modifications are indicated.

Custodian/Records Manager

Name: Date: 

Signature: 

7. DISPOSAL CERTIFICATE: The above listed records have been 
disposed of in the manner and on the date shown in column g.

Name and Title: 

Signature: 



5. LIST OF RECORD SERIES-CONTINUED
NOTE: Attach any inventories or Excel spreadsheets to this form to help validate records destroyed.

a.
Retention 
Schedule 
Number

b. 
Item number listed 
on Retention 
Schedule

c.
Record Series Title

d.
Retention in 
months/years

e.
Inclusive 
Dates

f.
Volume in 
Cubic Feet

g.
Disposition Action 
and Date 
completed after
Authorization

3 1 Primary affidavits envelopes 22 months 06/2024 56.4

3 7 Primary Ballots 22 months 06/2024 47.5

3 7 Primary Stubs 22 months 06/2024 6.3

3 7 Primary Unused Ballots 22 months 6/2024 77.9

3 7 Primary Unvoted Ballots 22 months 6/2024 3

3 7 Primary Rejected Ballots 22 months 6/2024 3.4

3 7 Primary Undeliverable Ballots 22 months 6/2024 8.6

3 6 Primary Test Ballots 22 months 6/2024 4.2

3 6 Primary Ballot Stubs 22 months 06/2024 5.2

3 18 Primary dcesed, late, spiled ballots 22 months 6/2024 1.7

3 18 Prmary Ballot Reconcilliation forms 22 months 6/2024 0.8

3 21 State Petition 22 months 2024 0.43

3 5 Audit Logs 22 months
1984-
2003

Election Official Coorespondence 2025 0.8



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 2.        
Meeting Date: 09/03/2026  
Title: Amendment to Sundown Security Contract
Submitted For:  Hank Peters  Submitted By: Hank Peters

TOPIC:
Treasurer - Amendment to Sundown Security Contract

BACKGROUND:
With the upcoming change to US Bank, the Sundown Security contract must be updated to reflect the
change.  The county attorney's office has reviewed the amendment.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss

Attachments
Amendment to Sundown Security Contract 







   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 3.        
Meeting Date: 09/03/2026  
Title: Bob Morris - Montana Data Center Water & Electricity Presentation
Submitted By: Erika Guy

TOPIC:
Bob Morris - Montana Data Center Water & Electricity Presentation

BACKGROUND:
NA

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss

Attachments
Presentation 



Montana Data Centers

Yellowstone County Commissioners

September 3, 2026

Bob Morris
Lance Energy Chair

rmorris4@mtech.edu

Electricity and Water Resources



Why Data Centers in Montana?

✓ Reliable & Economical Electricity
✓ Cool climate
✓ Fiber Optics
✓ Highway & Rail Transport
✓ Work Force
✓ Business Environment

Atlas
Sabey Quantica

2
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U.S. Electricity on the Rise (Again)

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Historical Statistics of the United States, Millennial Edition (1902-2000); U.S. Energy Information Administration, Electric Power Annual, 
Table 3.1.A (2001-2024); EIA, Today in Energy, March 2026 (2025, preliminary
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Public Service Companies Reduce Prices for a Century
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US Electricity Production vs Price
Terawatt Hours

Inflation Adjusted Price

Electricity Production

Sources: US Bureau of Labor Statistics; www.in2013dollars.com/electricity/price-inflation;  US Energy Information Administration

$/kWh

http://www.in2013dollars.com/electricity/price-inflation
http://www.in2013dollars.com/electricity/price-inflation
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Load Growth Reduces Electricity Prices
2019 – 2024 Inflation Adjusted

Factors Influencing Recent Trends in Retail Electricity Prices in the United States: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory  & The Brattle Group, October 2025



$/kWh

Engineering, Economics, and Policy Drive US Electricity Prices
Average US Residential Electricity Rate

Regional Monopolies Expansion

Arab Oil Embargo

FERC Order 888 Deregulation

Decarbonization

Sources: US Bureau of Labor Statistics; www.in2013dollars.com/electricity/price-inflation



NERC Assesses Electrical Supply Risks

NERC 2025 Long Term Reliability Assessment

High Risk Regions
Retirement of Coal, Gas & Nuclear Generation

Expansion of Intermittent Wind, Solar, & Battery
Load Growth

Regulation Processes
Supply Chains



No Correlation Between Data Centers and Electricity Rates
Residential Rates

Sources: (1) EIA Electric Power Monthly December 2025; (2) Institute for Energy Research: Blue States, High Rates; (3) https://www.visualcapitalist.com/mapped-u-s-states-with-the-most-
data-centers-in-2025/
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MDU: Data Centers Cover Their Own Costs, Lower Costs for Others
Returns to Customers

https://www.montana-dakota.com/rates-services/large-customers-shared-value-customer-benefits/

Polaris Forge 1 Project
Ellendale, ND

$38.4M in 3yrs $2.2M annually

$1.1M in 3yrs



Data Centers Have Electricity Supply Options

1. Northwestern Energy
• Regulated by Montana PSC

• Comply with statute 69-8-201(1)(b) “…electricity service shall not adversely impact existing 

customers..” 

• PSC Large Load Tariff docket

2. Market “Choice”
• Bilateral agreement with independent power producer (IPP)

• Regulated by FERC with WECC interconnection

3. Bring Your Own



Northwestern Energy 2026 Integrated Resource Plan

Northwestern Energy Long Term Energy Forecast



Northwestern Energy Plans for Data Center Growth
Capacity Additions (MW) for Base Case and Data Center Loads of 150, 650, 1160 MW

Northwestern Energy 2026 Integrated Resource Plan
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Montana Power Producers Plan for 11GW New Resources
Northwestern Energy Interconnection Queue

source: https://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/index.html, updated 6/3/2026
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https://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/index.html
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Data Centers Optimize Cooling System Design

https://blog.equinix.com/blog/2025/04/08/how-to-speak-like-a-data-center-geek-cooling/



Select Cooling System to Optimize Water & Energy Use

https://baltimoreaircoil.com/articles/data-center-cooling-options



Oklahoma State Data Center
Closed Loop Liquid Cool, No External Water

Chilled Water Buffer Tank

Dry Chiller

Chilled Door Liquid Server Cooling 18



Bob Morris 4 February 2026

City of Round Rock: Sabey data center used 2 million gallons in a year,  
about the same as 15 single-family homes 1

How Much Water Will a Dry Cooling Data Center Use?

1. https://www.roundrocktexas.gov/city-departments/administration/data-centers-in-round-rock/#7
2. https://sabeydatacenters.com/locations/austin-data-center

Active Facility Capacity2       38 MW
Average Daily Water Use*      5,500 gal

* Water is for general facility use, not for cooling system. 
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Optimize Energy & Water Use

https://www.bds-energy.com/how-do-adiabatic-cooling-systems-work/ https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Water-cooling-design-in-the-data-center-25_fig2_359538981

+ Simple Design      + Low Power Use       + No Water Use Below 80°F

20
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Butte Air Temperature Above 80°F in July and August

Butte-Silver Bow (Balance) Climate, Weather By Month, Average Temperature (Montana, United States) - Weather Spark

Evaporative cooling four hours 
per day in summer.

Bob Morris 10 February 2026

https://weatherspark.com/y/2540/Average-Weather-in-Butte-Silver-Bow-(Balance)-Montana-United-States-Year-Round
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How Much Water Will a Butte Data Center Use?
Cooling System: Adiabatic Building, Liquid Server

Total Electrical Load          250MW
 Water Use               16M gal/yr  
                44k gal/day



Butte Has a Robust Industrial Water System
MGD = Million Gallons Per Day

Industrial 

Potable 

Bob Morris 26 January 2026.  Per analysis of BSB Silver Lake Water System and proposed Montana Connections data center per Sabey Data Centers



Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology Open-File Report 567

Broadview Water Study
~700 wells within 9 miles of Broadview

Multiple aquifers at 0 – 1,000ft depth

Typical yields: 1 – 50 GPM

Poor water quality



Proven Shallow Aquifers.  Potential Deep Aquifer?

Montana Bureau of Mines & Geology

Present Aquifers < 1,000 FT
1 – 50GPM

Potential Madison Limestone
Aquifer ~6,500 FT

1,000 – 1,400 GPM



Broadview Data Center Water Use Considerations

Use dry building cooling, liquid server cooling

Design for 20,000 gallons per day 

Explore deep aquifers

Build a water treatment facility



Typical Water Use Rates
gallons/day

Average Home             300 
Garden Hose    15,000 
Proposed Broadview Data Center 20,000
100 Room Hotel    44,000
Proposed Butte Data Center*            44,000
Butte Copper Mtn Sports Complex* 47,000
Montana Golf Course*            123,000

27*Annualized daily averages.
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Lower electricity rates

A modernized grid

Designs matched to local water resources

Strong ratepayer and environmental protections

Done Right, Data Centers Benefit Montana



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 4.        
Meeting Date: 09/03/2026  
Title: Gene Jarussi - Interim Zoning
Submitted By: Erika Guy

TOPIC:
Gene Jarussi - Interim Zoning

BACKGROUND:
See Attached

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss

Attachments
Interim Zoning 





















































































   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion        
Meeting Date: 09/03/2026  
Title: Closed Personnel Matter
Submitted By: Teri Reitz, Board Clerk

TOPIC:
Closed - Human Resources Personnel Matter

BACKGROUND:
N/A

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss. 
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