
           
COMMISSIONER MEETINGS

All meetings take place in the Commissioners Conference Room (308)
located in the Ostlund Building @ 2825 3rd Ave N (3rd Floor)

and are open to the public unless otherwise noted
  

THURSDAY - JUNE 4, 2026

           
8:45 Calendar

9:00 COMMISSIONERS DISCUSSION

PLEDGE
 

DEPARTMENTS

1. Elections - Use of County Owned Lot Across from MetraPark's Upper Parking Lot
2. Public Works -   
a. MOU - City of Billings, Traffic Signals at Central Avenue & 48th Street West
b. MOU - MDT / YC Johnson Lane Interchange
c. Variance Appeal - Approach - 296 Lightstream Lane
d. Additional Paving Worden-Ballantine Water Sewer District_2nd Street

3. DES - Discussion with MTDNRC Regrading Cooperative Fire Control Agreement Renewal 
4. Finance - Courthouse Renovation - Sletten Contract
5. County Attorney - Appointment of Interim Sheriff
6. Laurel Planning - Preliminary Plat of Lazy JX Subdivision
7. Alternatives Inc. FY26 Annual Report

COMMISSIONERS

1. Board Recommendation - Anne Holub to the Yellowstone Art Museum Board
2. Commissioner Board Reports   

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON COUNTY BUSINESS
*Public comment is an opportunity for individuals to address the Board, however, the Board cannot engage
in discussion or take action on items not properly noticed on the agenda.  Public comment is limited to 3
minutes per individual. 
 

CLOSED: Claims Altwine, Kechanin 



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 1.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Elections use of County Owned Lot Across from MetraPark's Upper Parking Lot
Submitted By: Erika Guy

TOPIC:
Elections - Use of County Owned Lot Across from MetraPark's Upper Parking Lot

BACKGROUND:
NA

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 2. a.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: MOU - City of Billings, Traffic Signals at Central Avenue & 48th Street West
Submitted For:  Monica Plecker, Public Works Director 
Submitted By: Jay Anderson, Deputy Public Works Director

TOPIC:
MOU - City of Billings, Traffic Signals at Central Avenue & 48th Street West

BACKGROUND:
See draft MOU attached.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discussion.

Attachments
Draft MOU 
Rates Exhibits 
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Interlocal Agreement Between Yellowstone County and the City of Billings 

to Maintain and Operate the Traffic Signals at the Intersection of 

Central Avenue and 48th Street West 
 
 

Introduction 

 

Yellowstone County is a political subdivision of the State of Montana.  The Yellowstone 

County Board of County Commissioners through the Yellowstone County Public Works 

Department manages various roads in the County.  The Director of the County Public Works 

Department is Monica Plecker, address, (406) 256-2730, mplecker@yellowstonecountymt.gov. 

 

The City of Billings is a municipality in Yellowstone County.  The City Administrator 

through the City of Billings Public Works Department manages various roads in the City.  The 

Deputy Director of the City Public Works Department is Jennifer Duray, durayj@billingsmt.gov, 

(406) 657 8239.  

 

The County manages Central Avenue and 48th Street West.  The roads are within the County 

and outside of the City.  The County intends to install four (4) traffic signals at the intersection of 

Central Avenue and 48th Street West.  The installation of the signals is part of a larger general 

improvement of the intersection.  The County Public Works Department does not have the staff or 

equipment to maintain or operate the signals.  The City Public Works Department has the staff and 

equipment to maintain and operate the signals.  The County and the City would like the City to 

maintain and operate the signals and the County to pay the City for the maintenance and operations 

of the signals.  The County and the City entered into this agreement for the City to maintain the 

and operate the signals and the County to pay the City for the maintenance and operations of the 

signals. 

 

Traffic Signals 

 

 A total of four (4) traffic signals is included in the maintenance and operations agreement 

at the intersection of Central Avenue and 48th Street West. 

 

Three (3) traffic signals are powder coated black Type 3A signal standards with 45-foot 

mast arms and 15-foot luminaire arms, one (1) each in the NW, SW, and SE quadrants of the 

intersection. Each of the three (3) mast arms supports one (1) – 3 section vehicle signal head with 

flashing arrows, and two (2) – 3 section vehicle signal heads. All signal indicators are LED. The 

standard in the NW corner supports one (1) ethernet radio communication device. The NW 

quadrant mast arm supports one (1) video detection camera, and one (1) emergency vehicle 

preemption detector.  

 

One (1) traffic signal is powder coated black Type 3A signal standard with 40-foot mast 

arm and 15-foot luminaire arms in the NE quadrant of the intersection. The mast arm supports one 

(1) – 3 section vehicle signal head with flashing arrows, and one (1) – 3 section vehicle head. All 

signal indicators are LED. 

 

mailto:durayj@billingsmt.gov
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One (1) signal controller cabinet pedestal (Type P) with an 8-phase controller is in the NW 

quadrant. The controller is Trafficware 980 ATC. 

 

Responsibilities of the Parties  

 

 The City shall operate and maintain the signals. The City shall contact the County prior to 

performing any maintenance or changing operations of the traffic signals. The County may contact 

the City to perform any maintenance or request changes to the operation of the signals. The City 

shall respond to service requests in accordance with its standard response times, subject to staff 

availability and prioritization of public safety needs.” 

 

 The County shall pay an annual base fee of $1,241.94_to cover standby, inspection, and 

administrative costs. The County shall be responsible for all capital replacement and major 

rehabilitation costs, including but not limited to signal poles, mast arms, detection software or 

performance upgrades, controllers, cabinets, and detection systems. The City shall not be 

responsible for capital replacement unless separately agreed in writing. In addition to the base fee, 

the City shall track all work performed on the signals on a time and materials basis.. The City shall 

invoice the County Public Works Department for the work performed following completion of the 

work on a per occurrence basis.  

 

 The County shall reimburse the City within 30 calendar days of receiving an invoice. 

 

Effective Date 

 

This AGREEMENT is effective on July 1, 2026 and will terminate on June 30, 2036.   The 

parties may extend this AGREEMENT, by mutual concurrence, in writing prior to its termination. 

 

Default and Termination 

 

The right is reserved by both the CITY and COUNTY to terminate this AGREEMENT at any time 

upon not less than thirty (30) days written notice to the other party. In the event the AGREEMENT 

is terminated, the CITY shall be paid for the amount of work performed or services rendered to 

date of termination per the AGREEMENT fee and the COUNTY shall be refunded any excess 

payments, including the annual fee as prorated to the date of termination.  

 

If either party fails to comply with any condition of this AGREEMENT at the time or in the manner 

provided for, the other party may, at its option, terminate this AGREEMENT and be released from 

all obligations if the default is not cured within ten (10) calendar days after written notice is 

provided to the defaulting party. Said notice shall set forth the items to be cured. Additionally, the 

non-defaulting party may bring suit for damages, specific performance, and any other remedy 

provided by law. These remedies are cumulative and not exclusive. Use of one remedy does not 

preclude use of the others. Notices shall be provided in writing and hand-delivered or mailed to 

the parties at the addresses set forth in the first paragraph of this AGREEMENT. 

 

 

Contact Person for Agreement 
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The contact people for the agreement are the Public Works Directorfor the County and the 

Deputy Public Works Director for the City.  The contact information for them is in the introduction. 

 

 

Indemnification 

 

   

The COUNTY SHALL: 

 

A. Indemnify, defend and save the CITY, its officers, agents and employees harmless from any 

and all losses, damage and liability occasioned by, growing out of, or in any way arising or 

resulting from any intentional, reckless or negligent act on the part of COUNTY or its officers, 

agents or employees. 

 

B. Not indemnify, defend, save and hold the CITY harmless from claims, causes of action, 

lawsuits, damages, judgments, liabilities, and litigation costs and expenses or attorneys’ fees, 

expert fees and costs arising from wrongful, reckless or negligent acts, error or omission solely 

of the CITY occurring during the course of or as a result of the performance of the 

AGREEMENT. 

 

C. Where claims, lawsuits or liability, including attorneys’ fees, expert fees and costs arise from 

wrongful, reckless or negligent act of both the CITY and COUNTY, COUNTY shall indemnify, 

defend, save, and hold the CITY harmless from only that portion of claims, causes of action, 

lawsuits, damages, judgments, liabilities, and litigation costs and expenses including attorneys’ 

fees, expert fees and costs, which result from COUNTY’S wrongful, reckless or negligent acts 

occurring as a result from COUNTY’S performance pursuant to this AGREEMENT 

 

 

The CITY SHALL: 

 

A. Indemnify, defend and save COUNTY, its officers, agents and employees harmless from any 

and all losses, damage and liability occasioned by, growing out of, or in any way arising or 

resulting from any intentional or negligent act on the part of CITY or its agents or employees. 

 

B. Not indemnify, defend, save and hold the COUNTY harmless from claims, causes of action, 

lawsuits, damages, judgments, liabilities, and litigation costs and expenses or attorneys’ fees and 

costs arising from wrongful, reckless or negligent acts, error or omission solely of COUNTY 

occurring during the course of or as a result of the performance of the AGREEMENT. 

 

C. Where claims, lawsuits or liability, including attorneys’ fees and costs arise from wrongful, 

reckless or negligent act of both the COUNTY and the CITY, the CITY shall indemnify, defend, 

save, and hold the COUNTY harmless from only that portion of claims, causes of action, 

lawsuits, damages, judgments, liabilities, and litigation costs and expenses including attorneys’ 

fees and costs, which result from the CITY’S or its officers, agents or employee’s wrongful, 
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reckless or negligent acts occurring as a result from the CITY’S performance pursuant to this 

AGREEMENT. 

 

Governing Law and Venue 

This AGREEMENT shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of 

Montana.  Venue for any suit between the parties arising out of this AGREEMENT shall be the 

State of Montana Thirteenth Judicial District Court, Yellowstone County. 

 

Severability 

Any provision or part of the AGREEMENT held to be void or unenforceable under any law or 

regulation shall be deemed stricken and all remaining provisions shall continue to be valid and 

binding upon the CITY and the COUNTY, who agree that the AGREEMENT shall be 

reformed to replace such stricken provision or part thereof with a valid and enforceable provision 

that comes as close as possible to expressing the intention of the stricken provision. 

 

Successors and Assigns 

Neither the CITY nor the COUNTY shall assign, transfer or encumber any rights, duties or 

interests accruing from this AGREEMENT without the written consent of the other. 

 

 

Yellowstone County 

 

Executed this (NUMBER) day of (MONTH) (YEAR). 

 

Yellowstone County Board of County Commissioners 

  

 

      

Mark Morse, Chair 

 

 

      

Michael J. Waters, Member    ATTEST: 

 

 

            

Chris White, Member     Jeff Martin, Clerk and Recorder 

 

 

City of Billings 

 

Executed this (NUMBER) day of (MONTH) (YEAR). 
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City of Billings Administrator 

 

 

      

(NAME), City of Billings Administrator 



Exhibit A:   Estimated Annual Maintenance Cost

TYPE RATE FACTOR HOURS TOTAL

EMPLOYEE $62.05 HOURLY 17 $1,054.85

1122 - AERIAL TRUCK $65.87 HOURLY 8 $526.96

SCENARIO TOTAL $1,581.81

Estimated Annual Signal Maintenance

DESCRIPTION TYPE HOURS

DATA BASE MAINTENANCE EMPLOYEE 1

PRE-EMPTION TESTING EMPLOYEE 2

CAMERA/ DETECTION PMI EMPLOYEE 4

CABINET PMI EMPLOYEE 2

TRAFFIC SIGNAL INSPECTION EMPLOYEE 4

CMU TESTING EMPLOYEE 4

PRE-EMPTION TESTING 1122 - Aerial Truck 1

DETECTION PMI 1122 - Aerial Truck 2

CABINET PMI 1123 - Aerial Truck 1

TRAFFIC SIGNAL INSPECTION 1124 - Aerial Truck 2

CMU TESTING 1125 - Aerial Truck 2

Exhibit B:  On-Call Services Cost 

Billed hourly at EMPLOYEE rate , equipment rate, and required materials

Overtime Rates Billed for Weekend or after-hours



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 2. b.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: MOU - MDT / YC Johnson Lane Interchange
Submitted For:  Monica Plecker, Public Works Director 
Submitted By: Jay Anderson, Deputy Public Works Director

TOPIC:
MOU - MDT / YC Johnson Lane Interchange

BACKGROUND:
The attached MOU establishes a maintenance agreement between YC, Lockwood Pedestrian Safety
District, and MDT for new infrastructure constructed as part of the MDT Johnson Lane Interchange
Project in Lockwood, MT.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discussion.

Attachments
MOU 
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Construction/Maintenance Agreement 
IM-CMBL-STPU-NH 56(93) 

BBP-Johnson Lane Interchange 
UPN [Enter UPN] 

This Agreement by and between Yellowstone County (County), and the Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT, Department or State), establishes the responsibilities 
and duties of the parties in respect to project activities on a portion of Johnson Lane located 
within the County of  Yellowstone, Montana. 

Whereas, the construction will be accomplished through Uniform Project Number [Enter 

UPN], Federal-Aid Project Number IM-CMBL-STPU-NH 56(93), titled BBP-Johnson Lane 
Interchange (Project) located on Johnson Lane between RP 000-0.17 and RP 000+0.24; 
and, 

Whereas, State and/or Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funds will be used to pay 
for the construction, the County and State must ensure that federal and state requirements 
are met in fulfilling its obligations to the FHWA and for the Project to remain eligible for 
state and/or federal funding; and, 

Whereas, a portion of the Project lies on the designated Interstate Highway System (on-
system) under the jurisdiction of the Montana Transportation Commission and MDT as per 
Mont. Code Ann. 60-2-110, and a portion of the Project is not on the designated State and 
Federal Highway System (off-system); and, 

Whereas, the County and MDT recognize the need to construct the Project and to duly 
execute this Agreement in advance of construction phase programming; and, 

Whereas, the County desires to have the Project constructed, the County deeming it to be a 
valuable and beneficial consideration, and it will perform the functions, duties and 
responsibilities as set forth in Agreement; 

Now, therefore, the parties agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I.  GENERAL PROJECT OBLIGATIONS 

1. Definitions

The parties agree the following definitions apply throughout this Agreement, all as shown 
on Attachment B: 

a. “Interchange Area” means a part of Johnson Lane [RP 000-0.10 to RP
000+0.24], the I-90 Interstate ramps, and North Frontage Road (on system);
and
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b. “Non-Interchange Area” means Old Hardin Road, Becraft Lane and Cole 
Street (north of Old Hardin Road), and Cole Street (south of Old Hardin Road) 
(off-system). 
 

2. General Project Scope/ Construction 
              The Project scope involves the reconstruction of Johnson Lane Interchange, 
              including construction on and along on-system roads including: construction on and 

 along a part of Johnson Lane; the I-90 Interstate ramps, and North Frontage Road 
(Interchange Area).  

 
              The Project scope also includes construction on and along parts of adjacent  
              off-system/County roads, including: Old Hardin Road, Becraft Lane and Cole Street 
              (north of Old Hardin Road); reconstruction of Cole Street (south of Old Hardin 
              Road) from a private access road into a County road. (Non-Interchange Area).  
              Attachment B details the affected sections of road (outlined in black). 
 

3. General Roadway Maintenance Considerations 
The Department currently maintains the roadway facility within the Interchange 
limits, including the Interchange itself, the Interstate ramps, the North Frontage 
Road, and that section of Johnson Lane located within the Johnson Lane Interchange 
area. The County currently maintains the roadway facilities of Old Hardin Road, 
Becraft Lane, Cole Street (north of Old Hardin Road) and the remainder of Johnson 
Lane outside of the interchange area. 
 

a. Upon completion of the Project by the State and its Contractor, the 
Department will continue to be responsible for the roadway maintenance of 
the Interchange facility, which includes Johnson Lane (RP 000-0.10 to RP 
000+0.24), the Interstate ramps, and North Frontage Road.  MDT will 
maintain the roadway surface, including pavement repair, pavement 
preservation, and snowplowing, and will maintain all features, including 
signals (if present) and non-decorative roadway lighting, within the roadway 
prism unless otherwise noted herein.  

             Attachment B details the maintenance responsibility area of the State after 
             construction (highlighted in blue). 
 
 

b. Upon completion of the Project by the State and its Contractor,  the County 
will continue to be responsible for the roadway maintenance of Old Hardin 
Road, Becraft Lane, Cole Street (north of Old Hardin Road) and the remainder 
of Johnson Lane outside of the Interchange Area. The County will assume 
roadway maintenance responsibility for Cole Street (south of Old Hardin 
Road). The County will maintain the roadway surface, including pavement 
repair, pavement preservation, and snowplowing, and will maintain all 
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features, including signals (if present) and non-decorative roadway lighting, 
within the roadway prism unless otherwise noted herein.  

Attachment B details the maintenance responsibility area of the County after 
construction (highlighted in yellow). 
 
 

4. General Right-of-Way Considerations  
The Department will acquire the additional right-of-way necessary to complete the 
Project.   
 

a. The Department will acquire the right-of-way needed for the Interchange 
facility (Johnson Lane-RP 000-0.10  to RP 000+0.24), the Interstate ramps, 
and North Frontage Road, as right-of-way in the name of the Department 
[any right-of-way needed just north of the Interchange will also be acquired 
as Department right-of-way]   

b. The Department will acquire any other right-of-way needed along County-
maintained roads (Old Hardin Road, Becraft Lane, Cole Street, Johnson Lane 
south of the interchange) as easements in the name of the County.        

 

ARTICLE II. GENERAL OBLIGATIONS OF MDT 

1. MDT will design and award a Contract to construct the Project. 

2. MDT will provide the County opportunities to participate in the Project’s 
development, including invitation to the final inspection of the Project. 

 
3. If the County does not fulfill any maintenance requirements stated herein, MDT may 

complete the required maintenance and seek compensation from the County. In 
doing so, MDT must first provide notice to the County allowing time to complete any 
such maintenance. If MDT performs such maintenance under this section, it must 
provide detailed invoices of such costs to the County.  

4. For any maintenance requirements that are the obligation of the County, as stated 
herein, MDT may complete any maintenance required due to a public emergency 
and seek compensation from the County for any costs incurred. In doing so, MDT 
may first provide notice to the County, when possible, allowing time to complete any 
such maintenance. If MDT performs maintenance under this section, it must provide 
detailed invoices of such costs to the County. 

5. MDT is the issuing authority for all future encroachment and approach permits 
within the Interchange  Area (Johnson Lane [RP 000-0.10  to RP 000+0.24], the 
Interstate ramps, and North Frontage Road). 
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ARTICLE III. GENERAL OBLIGATIONS OF THE COUNTY 

1. The County agrees to conform in all regards to Mont. Code Ann. Title 61, Chapter 8, 
and will not take any action, by enacting an ordinance or otherwise, in contradiction 
of the traffic laws in Mont. Code Ann. Title 61, Chapter 8. 

2. The County will provide appropriate and timely input during the Project’s 
development. 

3. The County will continue to enforce the ordinances, laws and/or regulations 
necessary and essential for the operations of the Project. 

4. The County, at its sole expense, will maintain the County signs installed outside of 
the interchange area as part of this Project. For the purposes of this Agreement, 
“maintenance of signs”, is defined as: the inspection, cleaning, repair and 
replacement of signs damaged through weathering, vandalism, the wind, or other 
means. 

5. The County agrees no fixture, building, structure, or other permanent installation 
other than those approved by MDT shall be constructed or placed within MDT right-
of-way without prior written approval from MDT.  

6. Unless specified otherwise herein, the County agrees it will fund any additional 
costs MDT may incur on future MDT projects due to any amenities the County places 
in the MDT right-of-way. 

7. The County agrees that any County-performed maintenance that occurs within MDT 
right-of-way must be reviewed and approved by the appropriate MDT District 
Maintenance Office prior to initiation of the maintenance. 

8. The County is the issuing authority for all future encroachment and approach 
 permits for the Non-Interchange Area. 
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ARTICLE IV. PROJECT-SPECIFIC PROVISIONS 
 
   1. Construction Storm Water General Permits  

            a.     For the construction work inside the Interchange Area, MDT will be responsible    
for compliance with all provisions in the Storm Water Prevention Plan. 

            b.    For construction work outside of the Interchange Area in the Non-Interchange 
Area: 

a. The County agrees to have a certified SWPPP administrator (as required in 

section 3.2 of the MPDES CGP) on staff or under contract to perform that 

duty, and a valid registered account within MDEQ’s Fees, Applications, and 

Compliance Tracking System (FACTS) prior to construction completion. 

b. Upon completion of all physical work associated with construction activity, 

the Parties will inspect the temporary erosion and sediment control 

measures and devices as part of MDT’s final inspection with MDT’s 

Contractor. MDT will provide the County with the Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP) package for County review. Within ten (10) days of 

receiving the package, the County will provide MDT with an itemized list of 

any outstanding records or deficiencies associated with the SWPPP. Upon 

MDT’s and the County’s approval of site conditions, measures, devices and all 

pertinent records, MDT will notify the Contractor to begin the Permit 

Transfer Notification in DEQ FACTS. The County must log into FACTS to 

review and sign the transfer request within ten (10) business days. 

c. Once DEQ transfers the Construction Storm Water General Permit 

Authorization, the County will inspect, maintain, and revise the Best 

Management Practice devices (BMPs) in accordance with DEQ permit 

requirements until final stabilization is met and permit coverage is 

terminated. 

d. MDT agrees to pay annual fees associated with permit coverage until 

termination. To ensure payment, the County must forward invoices to MDT’s 
Environmental Services Bureau. 

. 

 

 
 
  2. Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit 
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a.   MDT concludes, and the County agrees, the Project work is designed in   
compliance with applicable Small MS4 Permit requirements. 

b.   The County agrees to operate, monitor and maintain storm water management 
features in compliance with applicable MS4 requirements within the non-
interchange areas. MDT shall operate, monitor and maintain storm water 
management features in compliance with applicable MS4 requirements within 
the interchange areas. Any violations arising due to the failure of one party to 
maintain their storm drainage infrastructure shall not be the responsibility of 
the adversely affected party. 

 

 
3. Detours 

 
A Detour Plan was reviewed by MDT and the County. Sections of the following 
roads, under the jurisdiction and maintained by the County, are part of the proposed 
Detour Plan: Johnson Lane, Old Hardin Road, Coulson Road, and Becraft Lane. 
Sannon Boulevard is under the jurisdiction of but not maintained by the County. The 
County has approved the use of the sections of these roads as part of the Project 
Detour Plan. Once the Project construction is complete, MDT agrees to repair any 
damage to these sections of road resulting from the increased detour traffic. 
 
 

 

1. Sidewalks                                                                                                                                       
This Project will construct sidewalks as shown in Attachment B including constructing a 
new sidewalk system within the Interchange Area.  and sidewalk construction 
(replacing existing sidewalks, extending sidewalks to maintain continuity, and 
constructing some new sidewalks) in the Non-Interchange Area along adjacent off-
system roads (maintenance responsibility is highlighted as per Attachment B legend).  

       a.   The following applies to sidewalks within the Interchange Area:   

Upon completion of the Project by MDT and its Contractor, MDT agrees    that it is 
responsible, at no cost to the County, to maintain and repair the sidewalks within 
the Interchange area and ensure they are safe and functional for the traveling 
public.  

b. The following applies to sidewalks in the Non-Interchange Area:   

Upon completion of the Project by the MDT and its Contractor, the County agrees to 

maintain and repair the sidewalks within the Project limits and ensure they are safe 



 

 
 

MDT-ENG-011 V 1.3 – Rev 9/12/23  Page 7 of 13 

and functional for the traveling public. The County has delegated responsibility for 

sidewalk maintenance to the Lockwood Pedestrian Safety District. 

 

ARTICLE V. PROJECT-SPECIFIC FEATURES 

2. Lighting 

This Project will include the construction of intersection and street lighting, both within 
the Interchange area and in the Non-Interchange Area along adjacent County-
maintained roads. 

a.    The following applies to intersection/street lighting within the Interchange area: 

Upon completion of the Project by MDT and its Contractor, MDT agrees that it is 
responsible, at no cost to the County, to service, maintain, repair and pay the costs of 
operating (including utility costs) the intersection/street lighting installed as part of 
this Project within the Interchange area. 

              b. The following applies to intersection/street lighting in the Non-Interchange area: 

Upon completion of the Project by MDT and its Contractor, the County agrees that it 
is responsible, at no cost to MDT, to service, maintain, repair and pay the costs of 
operating (including utility costs) all lighting installed as part of this Project within 
the non-interchange area.  

 

 3. Signals 

The Project will include the replacement/installation of traffic signals at nine intersections.   

a. Seven of these signal locations are within the Interchange area.  

Upon completion of the Project by MDT and its Contractor, MDT agrees that it is 
responsible, at no cost to the County, to maintain the traffic signals and for 
operational oversight of the traffic signals within the Interchange Area. 

b. Two of these signal locations are within the Non-Interchange area.  Specifically, 
the Project will include the replacement of traffic signals at the Johnson Lane/Old 
Hardin Road intersection, and the installation of traffic signals at the Old Hardin 
Road/Cole Street intersection. Upon completion of the Project by MDT and its 
Contractor, the County agrees that it is responsible, at no cost to MDT, to maintain 
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these two  traffic signals and for operational oversight of these traffic signals 
installed as part of this Project. 

 

 

4. County Signage 

a. Upon completion of the Project by MDT and its Contractor, the County agrees 
that it is responsible, at no cost to MDT, to maintain the County signs in the 
Non-Interchange Areas within the Project limits. 

b. For the purposes of this Agreement, “maintenance of signs,” is defined as: the 
inspection, cleaning, repair and replacement of signs damaged through 
weathering, vandalism, wind, or other means. 

 

 

ARTICLE VI. GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Term – The term of this Agreement shall be seven (7) years. After the initial seven 
(7) year term, this Agreement will renew automatically, for successive one (1) year 
terms, unless superseded by a new Agreement between the parties. 

2. Termination – This Agreement may be terminated by either party if the other party 
violates or breaches any term, condition, or article of this Agreement and the 
breaching party has failed to correct (or reasonably initiate correction) within 60 
days of receiving notice in writing addressed to the breaching party’s 
representative, of such violation or breach of any term, condition, or article of this 
Agreement. 

3. Other Agreements – Other Agreements pertaining to the Project area remain in full 
force and effect. In the case of a conflict between this Agreement and a previously 
executed Agreement, the terms of this Agreement apply. 

4. Hold Harmless & Indemnification 

a. The County agrees to protect, defend, indemnify, and hold MDT, its elected 
and appointed officials, agents, and employees, while acting within their 
duties as such, harmless from and against all claims, liabilities, demands, 
causes of action, and judgments ( including the cost of defense and 
reasonable attorney fees) arising in favor of or asserted by the County’s 
employees or third parties on account of personal or bodily injury, death or 
damage to property, arising out of the acts or omissions of the County, its 
agents, or sub-contractors, under this Agreement, except the negligence of 
MDT. 
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b. The State and MDT agrees to protect, defend, indemnify, and hold the County, 
its elected and appointed officials, agents, and employees, while acting within 
their duties as such, harmless from and against all claims, liabilities, 
demands, causes of action, and judgments              (including the cost of 
defense and reasonable attorney fees) arising in favor of or asserted by the 
MDT’s employees or third parties on account of personal or bodily injury, 
death or damage to property, arising out of the acts or omissions of MDT, its 
agents, or sub-contractors, under this Agreement, except the negligence of 
the County. 

5. Insurance 

a. General Requirements:  Each Party shall maintain for the duration of this 
Agreement, at its own cost and expense, insurance, a self-funded plan, or 
risk-pooling agreement covering claims for personal or bodily injury, death, 
or damage to property that may arise from or in connection with the 
performance of duties and obligations in this Agreement by each Party, its 
agents, employees, representatives, assigns, or sub-contractors. This 
coverage shall cover such claims as may be caused by any negligent act or 
omission. 

b. General Liability :  Each Party shall purchase and maintain coverage with 
single and combined single limits for bodily injury, personal injury, and 
property damage at or exceeding the requirements of Mont. Code Ann. § 2-9-
108  to cover such claims as may be caused by or arising out of any negligent 
acts or omissions in work or services performed under this Agreement, or as 
established by statutory tort limits as provided under this Agreement or as 
established by statutory tort limits as provided by a public entity self-
insurance program either individually or on a pool basis as provided by 
Montana Code Annotated Title 2, Chapter 9. 

c. Workers’ Compensation Insurance: County must maintain workers’ 
compensation insurance and require its contractors and its contractor’s sub-
contractors to carry their own workers’ compensation coverage while 
performing work within MDT right-of-way in accordance with Montana Code 
Annotated §§ 39-71-401 and 39-71-405. Proof of compliance must be in the 
form of worker’s compensation insurance, an independent contractor’s 
exemption, or documentation of corporate officer status. Neither the County 
nor its contractor, subcontractors, and employees are employees of MDT. 
This insurance/exemption must be valid for the entire Agreement period. 

d. General Provisions:  All coverage must be with a carrier licensed to do 
business in the State of Montana or by a public entity self-insured program 
either individually or on a pool basis. Each Party must notify the other 
immediately of any material change in coverage, such as changes in limits, 
coverage, change in status of policy, etc. Each Party reserves the right to 
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request complete copies of the other Party’s insurance policy or self-insured 
memorandum of coverage at any time. 

6. Public Safety 

It is agreed, if any repairs to the elements of the Project must be performed to address 
or prevent a public hazard, the County will immediately protect the area from public 
access, contact the appropriate MDT District Maintenance Office, and make reasonable 
and timely effort to correct or repair the hazard. 

7. Invoicing and Indirect Cost (IDC) 

If MDT incurs any costs resulting from this Agreement, MDT shall be entitled to be 

compensated for such costs by the County and the County shall pay the same within 

thirty (30) days of its receipt of such invoices. 

If the County incurs any costs resulting from this Agreement, the County shall be 

entitled to be compensated for such costs by MDT and MDTshall pay the same within 

thirty (30) days of its receipt of such invoices. 

MCA § 17-1-106 requires all state agencies, including MDT, which receive non-general 

funds to identify and recover indirect costs (IDC) in addition to direct project costs. 

MDT’s IDC rate is recalculated annually, as defined in 2 CFR Part 200, Appendix VII in 

consultation with the FHWA. The IDC rate in effect for the fiscal year MDT incurs the 
costs will be charged to County in addition to the direct project costs. 

i. Invoices will be sent to: 

Yellowstone County 
Attn: County Clerk/Treasurer 
2825 3rd Avenue North 
Billings, MT 59101 
 

ii. Payments shall be made to: 
Montana Department of Transportation 
Attention: Collections 
2701 Prospect Avenue 
PO Box 201001 
Helena, MT 59620-1001 
 

8. Choice of Law and Venue – This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of 
Montana.  The parties agree that any litigation concerning this Agreement must be 
brought in the First Judicial District Court, in and for the County of Lewis and Clark, 
State of Montana, and each party shall pay its own costs and attorney fees except as 
otherwise noted in this agreement. 

9. Binding Effect -- The benefits and obligations set forth in this Agreement shall be 
binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, their respective successors, administrators 
and assigns of the Parties. 
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10. Relationship of Parties -- Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be deemed or 
construed (either by the parties hereto or by any third party) to create the 
relationship of principal and agent or create any partnership joint venture or other 
association between the Parties. 

11. Non-Discrimination – The County will require that during the performance of any 
work arising out of this Agreement the County, for itself, assignees, and successors 
shall comply with all applicable non-discrimination regulation set forth in 
Attachment “A” attached hereto and made part of this Agreement. 

12. ADA - MDT requires that any construction resulting from this Agreement must 
include appropriate pedestrian facilities that meet or exceed current MDT standards 
for accessibility as set forth by the United States Department of Justice 2010 ADA 
Standards for Accessible Design, United States Access Board Accessibility Guidelines 
for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way, and MDT’s Detailed Drawings, 
608 series. 

13. Audit – The County grants to the Legislative Auditor and the Legislative Fiscal 
Analysts the right, without prior notice and during normal business hours, to audit, 
at their own costs and expense, all records, reports, and other documents, the 
County maintains in connection with this Agreement. 

14. Utilities -- This Agreement is subject to the right of any private or public utility 
entity now lawfully occupying the right-of-way to continue to operate and maintain 
utility facilities thereupon.  Copies of existing utility permits may be obtained from 
the MDT District Utility Agent.  

15. Amendment and Modification -- This Agreement may be modified or amended only 
by written Addendum signed by the parties.  In addition to the terms and conditions 
contained herein, the provisions of any Addendum may be incorporated and made a 
part hereof by this reference in the terms of the amendment so provided.  In the 
event of any conflict between the terms and conditions hereof and the provisions of 
any Addendum, the provision of the Addendum shall control, unless the provisions 
thereof are prohibited by law. 

16. Access and Retention of Records – The County agrees to provide the State, 
Legislative Auditor, or their authorized agents access to any records necessary to 
determine compliance with the Agreement. The County agrees to create and retain 
records supporting this Agreement for a period of three (3) years after the 
completion date of the Agreement or the conclusion of any claim, litigation or 
exception relating to the State of Montana or a third party. 

17. Severability – In the event that any one or more of the provisions of this Agreement 

should be invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any respect, the validity, legality and 

enforceability of the remaining provisions contained herein shall not in any way be 

affected or impaired thereby. 
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18. Representatives 

a. County’s Representative:  The County’s Representative for this Agreement 
shall be the County Manager or designee or such other individual as County 
shall designate in writing.  Whenever approval or authorization from or 
communication or submission to County is required by this Agreement, such 
communication or submission shall be directed to the County’s 
Representative and approvals or authorizations shall be issued only by such 
Representative; provided, however, that in exigent circumstances when 
County’s Representative is not available, MDT may direct its communication 
or submission to other designated County personnel or agents. 

b. MDT’s Representative:  The MDT Representative for this Agreement shall be 
the District Administrator or Maintenance Chief or such other individual as 
MDT shall designate in writing.  Whenever direction to or communication 
with MDT is required by this Agreement, such direction or communication 
shall be directed to MDT’s Representative; provided, however, that in exigent 
circumstances when MDT’s Representative is not available, County may 
direct its direction or communication or submission to other designated MDT 
personnel or agents. 

19. Counterpart Execution – This Agreement may be executed in two or more 
counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original but all of which together 
shall constitute one and the same Agreement. The counterparts of this Agreement 
may be executed and delivered by facsimile or other electronic signature by any of 
the parties to any other party and the receiving party may rely on the receipt of such 
document so executed and delivered by facsimile or other electronic means as if the 
original had been received. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, MDT’s authorized representative has hereunto signed on behalf of 
the State of Montana, and the County’s authorized representative on behalf of the County, 
has signed and affixed hereto the seal of the County. 

 

STATE OF MONTANA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
   

By     
 Montana Department of Transportation     Date 
 
 
    
  Approved for Legal Content 
 
 
   
 Approved for Civil Rights 
 
 
          By ______________________________________________________________       __________________________________ 

                Lockwood Pedestrian Safety District                                           Date  
 
 
The above resolution was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners this _________ day of 
___________________ , 2026. 
   
            YELLOWSTONE COUNTY, MONTANA 
   
   
(COUNTY SEAL) By  
  CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
   
ATTEST: By  
  MEMBER, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS   
  
  
 By  
CLERK AND RECORDER  MEMBER, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS   
   
 
 

 



 

 

ATTACHMENT A: MDT 
NONDISCRIMINATION AND 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION 
NOTICE 



Rev. 01/2026 
 

MDT NONDISCRIMINATION AND  
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION NOTICE 

 
Montana Department of Transportation (“MDT”) is committed to conducting all of its business in 
an environment free from discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. In accordance with State 
and Federal law MDT prohibits any and all discrimination and protections are all inclusive 
(hereafter “protected classes”) by its employees or anyone with whom MDT does business:   

       Federal protected classes State protected classes 
 

Race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex, age, disability, and genetic information. 

Race; color; national origin; familial or marital 
status; pregnancy, childbirth, or medical 
conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth; 
creed; social origin or condition; genetic 
information; sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identification or expression; ancestry; age; 
mental or physical disability; political or 
religious affiliations or ideas; military service 
or veteran status; vaccination status or 
possession of immunity passport. 

                                    
For the duration of this contract/agreement, the PARTY agrees as follows: 

(1) Compliance with Regulations: The PARTY (hereinafter includes consultant) will comply 
with all Acts and Regulations of the United States and the State of Montana relative to 
Non-Discrimination in Federally and State-assisted programs of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation and the State of Montana, as they may be amended from time to time, 
which are herein incorporated by reference and made a part of this contract. 
 

(2) Non-discrimination:  
a. The PARTY, with regard to the work performed by it during the contract, will not 

discriminate, directly or indirectly, on the grounds of any of the protected classes 
in the selection and retention of subcontractors, including procurements of 
materials and leases of equipment, employment, and all other activities being 
performed under this contract/agreement. 

b. PARTY will provide notice to its employees and the members of the public that it 
serves that will include the following: 

i. Statement that PARTY does not discriminate on the grounds of any 
protected classes. 

ii. Statement that PARTY will provide employees and members of the public 
that it serves with reasonable accommodations for any known disability, 
upon request, pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act as 
Amended (ADA). 



iii. Contact information for PARTY’s representative tasked with handling non-
discrimination complaints and providing reasonable accommodations 
under the ADA. 

iv. Information on how to request information in alternative accessible 
formats. 

c. In accordance with Mont. Code Ann. § 49-3-207, PARTY will include a provision, 
in all of its hiring/subcontracting notices, that all hiring/subcontracting will be on 
the basis of merit and qualifications and that PARTY does not discriminate on the 
grounds of any protected class. 

 
(3) Participation by Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs): 

a. If the PARTY receives federal financial assistance as part of this 
contract/agreement, the PARTY must comply with applicable federal and state 
laws regarding the DBEs, including but not limited to 49 CFR Part 26.  

b. By signing this agreement the PARTY assures that: 
The contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this 
contract. The contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 
CFR part 26 in the award and administration of DOT-assisted contracts. 
Failure by the contractor to carry out these requirements is a material 
breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of this 
contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate. 

c. PARTY must include the above assurance in each contract/agreement the 
PARTY enters. 
 

(4) Solicitation for Subcontracts, Including Procurement of Materials and Equipment: 
In all solicitations, either by competitive bidding, or negotiation, made by the PARTY for 
work to be performed under a subcontract, including procurements of materials, or leases 
of equipment, each potential subcontractor or supplier will be notified by the PARTY of 
the PARTY’s obligation under this contract/agreement and all Acts and Regulations of the 
United States and the State of Montana related to Non-Discrimination. 
 

(5) Information and Reports: The PARTY will provide all information and reports required 
by the Acts, Regulations, and directives issued pursuant thereto and will permit access to 
its books, records, accounts, other sources of information and its facilities as may be 
determined by MDT or relevant US DOT Administration to be pertinent to ascertain 
compliance with such Acts, Regulations, and instructions. Where any information 
required of a contractor is in the exclusive possession of another who fails or refuses to 
furnish the information, the PARTY will so certify to MDT or relevant US DOT 
Administration, as appropriate, and will set forth what efforts it has made to obtain the 
information. 
 

(6) Sanctions for Noncompliance: In the event of a PARTY’s noncompliance with the Non-
discrimination provisions of this contract/agreement, MDT will impose such sanctions as it 



or the relevant US DOT Administration may determine to be appropriate, including, but 
not limited to: 

a. Withholding payments to the PARTY under the contract/agreement until the 
PARTY complies; and/or 

b. Cancelling, terminating, or suspending the contract/agreement, in whole or in 
part. 
 

 
(7) Pertinent Non-Discrimination Authorities: 
During the performance of this contract/agreement, the PARTY, for itself, its assignees, and 
successor in interest, agrees to comply with the following non-discrimination statutes and 
authorities; including but not limited to: 

Federal 

- Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq., 78 stat. 252), 

(prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin); and 49 CFR Part 21; 

- The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, 

(42 U.S.C. § 4601 et seq.), (prohibits unfair treatment of persons displaced or whose 

property has been acquired because of Federal or Federal-aid programs and projects); 

- Sections 162 and 301(g) of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973, (Public Law No. 93-87, 

87 Stat. 250, codified at 23 U.S.C. § 324), (prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex); 

- Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, (29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq.), (prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of disability); and 49 CFR Part 27; 

- The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, (42 U.S.C. § 6101 et seq.), (prohibits discrimination 

on the basis of age); 

- Section 520 of the Airport and Airways Improvement Act of 1982, (49 U.S.C. § 47123), 

(prohibits discrimination based on race, creed, color, national origin, or sex); 

- The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, (Public Law No. 100-259), (broadened the 

scope, coverage, and applicability of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, The Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, by 

expanding the definition of the terms “programs or activities” to include all of the 

programs or activities of the Federal-aid recipients, sub-recipients, and contractors, 

whether such programs or activities are Federally funded or not); 

- Titles II and III of the Americans with Disabilities Act, (42 U.S.C. §§ 12131 through 

12189), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in the operation of public 

entities, public and private transportation systems, places of public accommodation, and 



certain testing entities as implemented by Department of Transportation regulations at 

49 CFR parts 37 and 38; 

- Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, which prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs or activities (20 U.S.C. § 1681 

et seq.).  

State 

- Mont. Code Ann. § 49-3-205 Governmental services; 

- Mont. Code Ann. § 49-3-206 Distribution of governmental funds; 

- Mont. Code Ann. § 49-3-207 Nondiscrimination provision in all public contracts. 

 

(8) Incorporation of Provisions: The PARTY will include the provisions of paragraphs one 
through seven in every subcontract, including procurements of materials and leases of 
equipment, unless exempt by the Acts, the Regulations and/or directives cited therein. 
The PARTY will take action with respect to any subcontract or procurement as MDT or 
the relevant US DOT Administration may direct as a means of enforcing such provisions 
including sanctions for noncompliance. Provided, that if the PARTY becomes involved in, 
or is threatened with litigation by a subcontractor, or supplier because of such direction, 
the PARTY may request MDT to enter into any litigation to protect the interests of MDT. 
In addition, the PARTY may request the United States to enter into the litigation to protect 
the interests of the United States. 
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STATE/COUNTY MAINTENANCE EXHIBIT 
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B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 2. c.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Variance Appeal - Approach - 296 Lightstream Lane
Submitted For:  Monica Plecker, Public Works Director 
Submitted By: Monica Plecker, Public Works Director

TOPIC:
Variance Appeal - Approach - 296 Lightstream Lane

BACKGROUND:
Jared Toavs owns property located at 296 Lightstream Lane.  Due to the layout of his home and lot he is
unable to access his back yard via an RV or Vehicle. As such he has requested a second approach from
48th street west. Mr. Toavs believes the second access is necessitated by the fact that a dry hydrant is
positioned in such a way that prevents access.

Public Works has reviewed the request and notified Mr. Toavs of the findings below:

Public Works has reviewed the request for a second access onto property located at 296 Light Stream
Lane. After evaluating the request against our adopted road policy, the subdivision approval, and existing
conditions PW has denied the request. There are several factors that contributed to this determination. 

First, there is an established no-access strip along 48th Street, which was put in place specifically to
restrict direct access onto the roadway. This functions as a binding restriction. Also, 48th Street
functions as an arterial roadway. Arterial roadways are intended to move larger volumes of traffic
efficiently, and minimizing driveway conflicts is a critical component of that design. This road and its
traffic will continue to grow exponentially. Access control is important to maintain order and safety.
Secondly, Yellowstone County road policy requires adequate separation distances between
approaches and nearby intersections. In this case, the rear portion of your property effectively
fronts Hazelnut Avenue and is located in very close proximity to the intersection area and would not
meet adequate separation distances.
Lastly, cumulative impact is of critical concern. There are several lots adjacent to you that could
make the same request and the county would have multiple accesses in an access restricted road.
The safety concerns and issues I’ve noted above would be compounded which causes grave
concern.

Per the Road Policy, any aggrieved party can appeal the decision of PW to the Board of County
Commissioners. As such, the Commissioners should make a determination and provide justification for its
decision. Mr. Toavs notified PW he would like to appeal the decision.

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss. The Board will be asked to take formal action on June 9th. The item will be placed on the regular
agenda.

Attachments
Aerial View 



Subject Property 

*Orange line depicts 1’ No Access Strip

Dry Hydrant 
Location





   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 2. d.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Additional paving Worden-Ballantine Water Sewer District_2nd Street
Submitted For:  Monica Plecker, Public Works Director 
Submitted By: Jay Anderson, Deputy Public Works Director

TOPIC:
Additional Paving Worden-Ballantine Water Sewer District_2nd Street

BACKGROUND:
Staff would like to discuss additional paving along 2nd Street in Worden for work associated with the
Worden Ballantine Water Sewer District.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss.



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 3.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Discussion with MTDNRC Regarding Cooperative Fire Control Agreement 
Submitted By: Derek Yeager

TOPIC:
DES - Discussion with MTDNRC Regrading Cooperative Fire Control Agreement Renewal 

BACKGROUND:
The DNRC Southern Land Office Area Manager and Fire Management Officer would enjoy the
opportunity to visit with the BOCC regarding the DNRC's issuance of a "new" cooperative fire control
agreement and the potential for a "new" annual operating plan template that describes the working
relationship and terms of agreement between the Montana DNRC and Yellowstone County as it concerns
rural/wildland fire protection. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discussion and pursuit of the BOCC signatures on the new fire control agreement and annual operating
plan templates on Regular Agenda meetings. 

Attachments
AOP 
COOP 
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THIS PLAN SERVES AS THE REQUIRED APPENDIX TO MONTANA STATE/COUNTY COOPERATIVE FIRE PROTECTION 
AGREEMENT DATED 03/2025”

State of Montana
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation

Southern Land Office

Yellowstone County

Montana State-County 
Cooperative Fire Control 

2025
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PURPOSE AND INTENT

Yellowstone County Joint Fire Agency Response and Operations Plan

This plan is intended to apply operational and financial procedure for the operation of the Montana State-County 
Cooperative Fire Control Program within Yellowstone County to all wildland fires occurring on private and state-owned
lands, outside of incorporated municipalities and towns, wherein both Yellowstone County and DNRC have aligned fire 
management priorities but legally distinct and independent fire protection jurisdiction(s) and responsibilities upon both 
private and state lands. 

The purpose of the county cooperative fire control program is the cooperative development and deployment of fire 
control capacity and capability locally within and throughout Yellowstone County to respond to and suppress wildland 
fires upon all private and state-owned lands in accordance with those legal requirements noted in 76-13-105(3) and 7-
33-2202. 

This plan is developed in satisfaction of the requirements of Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 76-13-104 and 105, and 7-
33-2210, when accompanied by an executed “State/County Cooperative Fire Control Agreement 03/2025”. 

This plan will be developed by the DNRC, in conjunction with Yellowstone County, and will be reviewed annually. In the 
event of modification, the plan must then be accompanied by a newly signed “State/County Cooperative Fire Protection 
Agreement 03/2025”. 

1. AUTHORITIES AND REFERENCES

Authorities
o Montana Code Annotated Title 76, Chapter 13, Parts 1 and 2. 

o Montana Code Annotated Title 7, Chapter 33, Parts 20-24, Parts 41 and 42, and Part 45.

o Montana Code Annotated Title 50, Chapter 63, Parts 1-4. 

o Administrative Rules of Montana; Department 36, Chapter 10, Rules 101, Rules 119-135, and Subchapter 
2, Rules 201-204. 
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2. State-County Cooperative Fire Protection Obligations

The DNRC will:

A. Assist the county, upon request, in organizing varying degrees of fire protection forces within the county for 
fire attack and suppression. 

B. Prepare fire management and other fire operating-action plans as may be required or requested. 
C. Provide fire equipment and/or supplies to the county as such are available and inspect each annually. 
D. Provide wildland fire training to the county no less than one time annually.
E. Appoint Montana Fire Wardens and/or DNRC County Fire Coordinators/Advisors in the number locations 

determined necessary by the DNRC Southern Area Fire Management Officer to redeem the DNRC’s fire 
control obligations to law together with the County. 

F. Respond to and assist Yellowstone County with suppression of fires by providing technical assistance to 
County Incident Commanders, unified command when required, personnel, equipment, and aviation 
resources as such are both available and appropriate to carry out the intent of the cooperative program. 

Yellowstone County will:

A. Provide for the organization of volunteer fire companies in un-incorporated places. 
B. Provide for the formation of county volunteer fire companies organized under a county rural fire 

department, or various wildland fire protection entities organized under a rural fire council or similar 
organization as such is appropriate and subordinate to the County. 

C. Implement and supervise the day-day operation of the cooperative program within the county. 
D. Appoint a Yellowstone County Rural Fire Chief and such district rural fire chiefs as is required. 
E. Appoint a Yellowstone County Fire Warden which is distinctly different than a County Rural Fire Chief, and a 

Montana Fire Warden appointed by the DNRC who will manage and superintend the cooperative program 
within the County. 

F. Respond to or otherwise ensure that all wildland-vegetation fires upon private and state lands (COOP 
Protection areas) outside of municipalities are fully suppressed and that such fires, when no assistance is 
required, is later reported to the DNRC Southern Land Office, reference Attachment “E”. 

G. Request technical, operational, and/or financial assistance from the DNRC Southern Land Office in the 
performance of the requirements of this plan. 

The County may, in its discretion: 
H. Establish fire seasons within the county on both forested and non-forested areas. 
I. Require and subsequently regulate the use of open burning by permit within both forested and non-forested 

areas upon private lands. 
J. Enact emergency resolutions for emergency spending related to wildland fire suppression emergencies. 
K. Establish Rural Fire Districts, and/or Fire Service Areas to supplement rural fire protection and of whom, for 

this program’s purpose, work within the program through Yellowstone County. 
L. Establish and enforce fire restrictions applicable to private lands within the county boundaries. 
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3. Cooperative Fire Program Management and Coordination 

Day-Day Management of the Program
The Yellowstone County Cooperative Fire Control Program is administered by the County Commission and the DNRC 
Southern Land Office Area Manager and is managed day-to-day within the county by the Yellowstone County Fire 
Warden, together with the DNRC Southern Area Fire Management Officer (FMO). 

Fire Line Officer (Authority{s} Having Jurisdiction) 

The County Commission’s chairperson (or another delegate of their own) serves in the capacity, as needed, as the 
Yellowstone County Fire Line Officer together with the DNRC Southern Area Manager (or another delegate of their own)
while fire incident leadership is incumbent upon the Yellowstone County Fire Warden together with the assisting 
personnel of the Montana DNRC. Certain line authorities are delegated to the County Fire Warden and the DNRC FMO. 

Emergency Fire Coordination Contacts

DNRC will maintain a Fire Duty Officer function to coordinate the DNRC’s response needs to Yellowstone County from 
the DNRC and its agents. This function will be available to the County 24/7/365 and can be reached at the following 
points of contact: Cell: (406) 591-5489, or via e-mail at slofiredutyofficer@mt.gov. This is a collateral-duty, operational 
coordination function that will rotate amongst available fire management staff but is not a point of contact for the 
public, media, executives, or otherwise.

Yellowstone County will maintain an on-call County Fire Warden to coordinate the County’s response to wildland fires, 
and coordinate with DNRC regarding any needed/necessary assistant and will be the available point-of-contact similar in 
nature to DNRC’s Fire Duty Officer. This contact will be the Yellowstone County Fire Warden and in his/her absence, a 
deputy or assistant. This function will be available to the DNRC 24/7/365 and can be reached at the following points of 
contact: Cell: 406-208-0506 or Dispatch: 406-657-3000 but is NOT a point of contact for the public, media, executives, or 
otherwise. Yellowstone County will provide DNRC with a schedule or otherwise make notification to the DNRC regarding 
the contact information of the coordinator who will be the DNRC’s primary point-of-contact for fire emergencies within 
the county after a request for assistance has been placed. This avoids duplication of efforts and information as has been 
present in prior instances of requests for state assistance. 

Fire Program Funding and Obligations
The Counties’ obligations to this agreement (ref. page 3) will be funded by Yellowstone County. 

DNRC’s obligation to this agreement (ref. page 3) will be funded by DNRC. 

Nothing herein restricts the County and DNRC from forming financial cooperation otherwise for specific projects, fire 
response costs, or reimbursements where both parties previously express written agreement. Documentation of 
decisions may be required.

Unless otherwise agreed, neither Yellowstone County nor the DNRC will be responsible for the costs of resources or 
actions acquired or taken outside the terms and intent of this plan. 
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4. Cooperative Fire Program Operations 

Fire Season-Burn Permits
Yellowstone County, by resolution, has adopted a year-round fire season within the county, outside the municipalities of 
Billings, Broadview, and Laurel, during which time a burn permit is required for fires exceeding the statutory (ARM)
definitions of “recreational fire”. Controlled burning or other open fires within the municipalities of Billings, Laurel, and 
Broadview, are subject to the jurisdiction of the municipal fire chief/fire marshal. 

Where the county has exercised its authority by declaring a fire season, and instituting a fire permitting process, the 
DNRC will not issue burn permits upon those private lands within the county boundary which otherwise would require a 
permit during the Montana State legal fire season pursuant to MCA. 

Accordingly, the County will not issue permits or otherwise allow open burning upon Montana State School Trust lands. 
Permits for such purposes may be issued by the DNRC and are available at the Southern Land Office. 

Fire Restrictions-Burn Bans
Yellowstone County may exercise, by resolution, stage I, II, and III restrictions upon private lands. Additionally, the 
county may suspend open burning at any time. Resolutions of the county to enact tiered fire restrictions should be 
accompanied by a State Forester Proclamation. 

DNRC may, by state forester proclamation, institute stage I, II, and III restrictions upon both privately owned forested 
lands and state land areas. Additionally, the DNRC may suspend permitted fire and/or other industrial activities upon 
those areas as such may be required.  

The County and DNRC will coordinate the planning of restrictions and burn bans together as such may be necessary. 
Typically, it will be the intent of the DNRC to follow the lead of the county when consideration of fire restrictions and 
burn bans are under consideration. 

The fire restrictions contact for Yellowstone County is: Yellowstone County Fire Warden

The fire restrictions contact for DNRC is: DNRC Southern Area Assistant Fire Management Officer

Plans and Agreements
DNRC will represent COOP protected areas (private and state lands outside of municipalities) to federal agencies and will 
coordinate multi-agency operations in both agreement and practice. This is done to ensure continuity of operation 
amongst numerous agencies, and to ensure the proper assignment of fire protection in accordance with law including 
those costs associated. Agreements present between federal agencies and the county/fire departments for which DNRC 
has not previously reviewed and approved, and which produce cost or consequence, will not be the burden of the DNRC. 

The County is free to exercise mutual aid at its own discretion and prerogative and pursuant to existing statute. If the 
DNRC forms mutual aid or other reciprocal fire protection agreements, written or otherwise, and directly with fire 
departments, for which the county is not a signatory to or has otherwise approved of in writing, and which produce cost 
or consequence, the County will not be held liable for any such cost or consequence from either party and bears no 
responsibility in such instances. 
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Fire Training 
DNRC will provide, upon request of the County, wildland fire training(s) within Yellowstone County, free of charge. The 
intent of this training is to establish practice and procedure of the actual operation of the cooperative program including 
fire suppression strategy and tactics, incident command, integration of outside and supplemental resources, program 
organization and operation, and other such relevant program operation topics. 

DNRC may also provide the county with NWCG training as such may be requested by the county, however NWCG 
training and certification is not a requirement of the cooperative program. 

The County will organize training requests and coordinate with the DNRC regarding such requests. Training requests will 
be accepted year-round and may be scheduled according to the proper staff’s availability to facilitate the course. 

Certificates of completion (NWCG and/or DNRC) will be provided to the County Fire Warden for distribution to 
personnel.

NWCG training sessions, conducted by state-certified county and fire department personnel, must be completed in 
accordance with the terms set by the DNRC and/or NWCG. Sessions not conducted in these regards will not be certified 
by the State and attending personnel will not be eligible recipients of NWCG certification. 

The county fire chief has, amongst other duties of law, the duty to ensure that their personnel and departments are 
properly trained and prepared to carry out the intent of this plan in coordination with other parties to agreement. Actual 
performance of county personnel and their training is the responsibility of the county. 

Fire Equipment and Supply
DNRC will continue to supply Yellowstone County with firefighting equipment and supplies as such are available and 
appropriate. A current list of equipment and supplies issued to Yellowstone County is identified in Attachment “D”.

Standing requests for fire equipment and supplies will be coordinated by the County who will coordinate with the DNRC 
on fulfilling such requests. These requests may be planned or incidental. 

The positioning and operation of state-owned equipment within the county will be a joint decision between the County, 
and the DNRC Southern Area Fire Management staff. This equipment is intended to be used by the county for the 
purpose of carrying out the intent of this plan within Yellowstone County. 

Terms regarding this equipment including insurance, maintenance, and proper/intended operation of equipment are 
further defined within the Cooperative Fire Control Agreement. While this equipment may be distributed by the County
to local fire department jurisdictions, such equipment remains under the operational control of the County and may be 
recalled for duty by both the County and/or the DNRC in its discretion and need and according to the terms of the 
Cooperative Fire Control Agreement. 

Equipment and supplies issued directly to fire departments, without the County’s acceptance of such equipment and 
supplies, will pose no cost, no consequence, no responsibility, or any other liabilities upon the County and will be 
considered outside of the terms of the cooperative fire control agreement. 
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5. Pre-Suppression Assistance 

Elevating Levels of Fire Suppression Readiness at the County Levels (“Staffed Stations”)
If a local, previously approved plan, is in place of which the DNRC is party too, DNRC may assist Yellowstone County by 
providing additional pre-suppression funding assistance (“severity”) in order that the County be able to elevate levels of 
preparedness for fire suppression within the County in order to reduce the probability of a large/escaped fire scenario 
from developing. This response plan must be recognized as an attachment to this AOP, referenced as “Attachment G”.

Development of this plan is a responsibility of the County. 

This plan may include staffing un-staffed fire stations, up-staffing regularly staffed fire stations, availability of heavy
equipment and radio communication operators, and other such examples which support additional levels of fire 
readiness at the county-wide level. These plans serve as management actions intended to supplement the cooperative 
fire control programs effort both within and together with the County and are not intended for purposes like those 
identified in the Northern Rockies Coordinating Groups efforts to mobilize Local Government Fire Forces for interagency 
fire management purposes abroad. 

The DNRC may, in its discretion, perform management actions upon personnel employed by DNRC for this purpose up to 
and including dismissal for failure to meet the requirements present for DNRC employment. The County may, in its 
discretion, suspend or terminate a unit, personnel, or organization, company or department from participation should 
the unit, personnel, or organization, company or department, fail to adhere to or otherwise comply with County 
requirements within this AOP, severity plans, and/or county cooperative requirement. 

Requests for activation of this plan will be made by Yellowstone County to the DNRC Southern Area Fire Management 
Officer. Confirmation of additional funding will be coordinated by the DNRC and County together. The County will 
coordinate implementation directly with fire departments within the county. 

Costs of additional readiness measures performed by the County, wherein DNRC is not a party to agreement or has not 
previously approved the expense, are not the cost responsibility of the DNRC. Accordingly, if the DNRC takes direct 
action together with a fire department and outside the terms of and/or separate from the terms and intent of this 
agreement, such will not be considered a severity benefit to the County, and other policy documents will apply. 

Fire Patrols and Detection 
By request, and as resources are available and appropriate, the county may request a fire detection flight from the 
DNRC. These requests should be made by the County to the DNRC Fire Duty Officer through the Billings Interagency Fire 
Dispatch Center and should be accompanied by relevant information including 1) area to be flown, and 2) a ground 
contact if there is one. Such flights, as available, may also assist the County in locating reported fires, assisting with 
travel directions, and locating access to a fire. 

Additionally, DNRC may make target-area ground patrols available to the County upon request when available resources 
are within the area. These requests may be made by the County directly to the DNRC Fire Duty Officer.
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6. Fire Suppression Operations

Fire Notifications-Dispatch
Yellowstone County will dispatch fire control forces via its own means and procedures. 

DNRC resources, including its partner and contracted agents sent by DNRC to assist the County, will be dispatched via its 
own means and procedures and upon a request being placed by the County or the County’s Incident Commander and 
upon approval by a DNRC Duty Officer.

The DNRC and Yellowstone County agree to share initial fire pages/notifications with each other at no cost. 

One exception to this practice will be for DNRC County Fire Coordinators (County Fire Advisors) who may automatically 
respond according to pre-determined criteria or be requested by the County or a County Incident Commander on behalf 
of the County to support and advise the Incident Commanders. See Attachment F. 

County Assistance Requests-Procedures
Request(s) for DNRC assistance on a wildland fire may be placed by the County, or an Incident Commander (IC) on their 
behalf, and for any wildland fire occurring on private/state lands. County IC’s should place such requests directly to 1) 
their County Fire Warden, or 2) their local 911 center, or 3) directly to the DNRC Fire Duty Officer. All requests for DNRC 
Assistance made by County IC’s should then be immediately coordinated with the County Fire Warden. 

All requests for assistance made by the County should contain a brief initial action size up (Attachment “C”) complete 
with the following information as such is reasonably and practically available:

- Entity Requesting Assistance 
- Incident Commander Identification
- Fire Location (lat/long, or Legal 

Description, or Road Address) 
- Fire Size
- Character of Fire (smoldering, running, 

spotting, etc.) 

- Values at Risk (structures, powerlines, 
etc.) 

- Additional Resources Requested 
- Incident Communications Plan 

activation and reporting/travel 
instructions. 

The granting of resources by DNRC, when multiple requests for assistance from within the same County are present, will 
prompt the DNRC and County Fire Warden to immediately prioritize such requests together and prior to response of the 
requested resources. The DNRC Fire Duty Officer and County Fire Warden will form those priorities together however as 
the County is ultimately responsible for each fire occurrence, the County will retain the final determination on 
prioritization of multiple fires requesting limited resources. 

DNRC will fund the resources it provides in assistance to the County. Costs of resources acquired by a fire department 
and/or the county outside of this agreement are not the responsibility of the DNRC or the County unless the DNRC or 
County explicitly agrees to bear the cost or reimburse such costs before the cost is incurred. Documentation will be 
required. 
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DNRC Assistance to County -Procedures
The DNRC will, as resources are available and appropriate, provide state-funded assistance to Yellowstone County which 
will consist of whatever manpower and equipment, in excess of that of the local jurisdiction(s), that is required by the 
County’s Incident Commander to control the fire in support of the Montana State Fire Policy MCA 76-13-115 and the 
County’s performance of their own requirements of 76-13-105(3) and 7-33-2202, and the DNRC mandate(s) of MCA 76-
13-104 as identified in the terms of the Cooperative Fire Control Agreement. 

Assistance provided by the DNRC may, at the DNRC’s discretion, be commensurate with the local incident commanders 
training and capacity to safely and effectively operate the resources, and general operation and coordination of the 
actual fire incident and the assigned resources to ensure safe and efficient use of its resources and funding and 
continuity with its partner agencies and their terms. DNRC County Fire Coordinators (County Fire Advisors) will be made 
available by the DNRC and may be requested by Yellowstone County, for the purpose of assisting local Incident 
Commanders with incident operations. It is understood however that the DNRC County Fire Advisors do not exercise 
jurisdiction or command and control and are not a supervisory authority over county personnel. 

DNRC’s focus areas in support of the County will be upon:

1) Providing immediate technical assistance to County incident commanders, through the immediate response 
of a DNRC County Fire Coordinator (Attachment “F”). This includes the DNRC working with County fire personnel
to monitor incidents and fire conditions, detecting elevated environmental threats, evaluating human-caused 
fire problems, implementing fire attack plans, checking local, regional, and national resource availability and 
locations, and other such general assistance. In this regard, the County should notify the DNRC Southern Area 
Fire Duty Officer as soon as is possible if circumstances occurring within the County operating area pose potential 
for further supplemental support. Those circumstances are included in Attachment B and is normally 
accomplished via the direct notification of fire situations through the 911 Dispatching process and further later 
by means of continual coordination between the County Fire Duty Officer and the DNRC Fire Duty Officer. 

2) Providing initial attack assistance with resources otherwise not available to the County pursuant to the intent 
of the F-200, Cooperative Fire Control Agreement. This may include aviation assistance, technical incident 
management staff to support County Incident Commanders, hand crews, and other resources, as such are 
available and appropriate, and that would otherwise not be available to the County. DNRC would expect that 
prior to, or occurring simultaneously, the County requesting from DNRC like kinds and types of resources as 
already possessed by that County, that the County has implemented the response of the totality of its resources 
as such is reasonable and practical, and including the dispatch of other DNRC resources already assigned or 
otherwise previously provided to the County and may reserve the right to see that all County Co-Op- DNRC
resources become fully committed to fire attack duties prior to granting assistance with like kinds and types of 
resources which are already available to the County. This is proper resource utilization and is accomplished by 
common principals or relative resource management which is a County responsibility. 
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Fire Incident Command and Control 
Unless otherwise agreed between the County and the DNRC Fire Duty Officer, the County will have in place and on-
scene, always, a County incident commander capable of adequate command and control of the incident and its 
resources. At times, DNRC may form unified command with a County incident commander. However, DNRC would 
prefer that the County assign a trained incident commander from its ranks who can then be assisted by a DNRC County 
Fire Coordinator/Advisor (Attachment “F”) in carrying out both the County and DNRC’s fire suppression obligations
according to this agreement. 

The County maintains responsibility for performing their statutory obligations within this agreement and as provided in 
applicable law, on all such fires upon private and state lands, even after the request for state assistance has been made 
and granted. Some exceptions may occur to this expectation; however, those must first be arranged with the DNRC Fire 
Duty Officer and the County together. 

If the County requests the DNRC perform the incident commander role on its behalf, the local fire chief, county fire 
warden, and the DNRC Fire Duty Officer must first arrange together those details of transition including who is going to 
do it, when, how the transition will work, how the DNRC IC will request County resources, and other such details. When 
agreement is reached, the county/fire department must first seek the approval of the Commissioners and the DNRC 
must first seek the approval of the DNRC Southern Area Fire Management Office PRIOR TO the transition occurring. This 
is not DNRC’s preferred course of action however DNRC acknowledges the challenges of sustained volunteer labor 
commitment and when requested, will attempt to make personnel available to fulfill this role. If unavailable for this 
purpose, the DNRC would expect the previous paragraph apply as it regards the County’s obligations to statute. 

The Incident Command System (ICS), including the attached incident communications plan (Attachment “A”) will be used 
by the County and the DNRC and all incident agencies and personnel to provide incident command and control at 
incidents where DNRC resources, including its agents, have been requested to assist the County. Emergency 
Management functions remain a county responsibility. 

Under no circumstances, are free-lancing and independent actions by any personnel permitted to occur during DNRC 
assisted incidents and it is the responsibility of the County incident commander(s) to ensure that supervision is applied 
to the incident and its resources. County incident commanders may be assisted by DNRC County Fire 
Coordinators/Advisors. However, neither state employees nor their agents (other private, local, state, and federal 
resources under DNRC operational control) will be expected to engage in situations wherein there exists an inordinate 
hazard typically associated with a lack of command and control (ICS), poor communications, and/or the conduct of free-
lancing and independent actions. 

DNRC forces, including their agents and those representing such sent in addition to whatever DNRC resources are 
already placed in the county, will be withdrawn from an incident as the first priority when agreement has been reached 
between the local jurisdiction and the DNRC that the incident has been stabilized or otherwise has deescalated to be 
within the capacity of the local jurisdiction to handle the remainder of the fire suppression activities adequately without 
further assistance, and pursuant to the requirements of MCA 76-13-104(B) and the local Cooperative Fire Control 
Agreement. 

Without prior approval of the DNRC Fire Duty Officer, state forces and including their agents will not be left by the 
County to assume fire control activities. Such requests, when made, will be balanced with other fire assistance requests 
based on prioritization and where DNRC’s resources are required elsewhere for higher priority, they will be released by 
the local jurisdiction for such response. 
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7. Post-Fire Incident Activities 

Fire Investigation-Cost Recovery 
All wildland fires occurring upon COOP Protection Areas (private, state lands) inside a county, but outside of a 
municipality or rural fire district should be investigated. 

Wildland Fires occurring upon COOP Protection Areas inside of a Rural Fire District or Fire Service Area should be 
investigated by the District’s Rural Fire Chief. Fires occurring within a municipality are the responsibility of the Municipal 
Fire Chief. All other fires are a responsibility of the Sheriff of the County. 

DNRC may assist either the District Fire Chief or the County Sheriff with personnel and/or equipment necessary to 
determine cause and origin, and further to determine if a violation of law or rule is present. County/fire department 
cause/origin and arson fire investigation reports and materials should be made available to the DNRC upon request of 
the DNRC Southern Area Fire Management Officer. 

DNRC may, in its discretion, perform fire cause and origin investigations, and if/when infractions of law or rule have 
occurred, may make a complaint/case before the County Attorney. Additionally, DNRC may pursue cost-recovery from 
negligent parties at its discretion together with the county, fire departments, other federal agencies, or independently.  

Reimbursement Packages 
In the instance where a county and/or fire department has incurred expenses that the DNRC has agreed to reimburse, 
the package should be assembled by the county and submitted to the DNRC Southern Land Office within 30 days of the 
conclusion of the incident. Consistent communications and documentation between Yellowstone County and DNRC 
throughout an assisted incident regarding the assignment of costs of suppression resources will be important in order 
that reimbursement packages contain only those items that each agree should be reimbursed.

Fire Suppression Damage Repair
Both the county/fire department and DNRC are free to perform fire suppression damage repair according to each 
agency’s policy. However, nothing herein requires either party to perform damage repairs incurred during fire 
suppression. 

Post-Fire Reviews (AAR)
After an assisted fire event, either party may call for an after-action review. The entity petitioning for the review will 
take the lead in organizing the review. 



MONTANA DNRC, SOUTHERN LAND OFFICE

Yellowstone County; COOP Protection Area(s) Operating Plan                                                  

Date:  5/29/2026 Page 12

ATTACHMENT “A”-Fire Incident Communications Plan 

Channel RX/PL TX/PL Incident Use

RED 154.0700/NA 154.0700/156.7 Fire Common/First Call (Not COMMAND)

MAROON 154.2800/NA 154.2800/156.7 Fire Incident Command and Control 

CORAL 154.2650/NA 154.2650/156.7 Fire Ground Tactical 1

SCARLET 154.2950/NA 154.2950/156.7 Fire Ground Tactical 2

COPPER 154.2725/NA 154.2725/156.7 Fire Ground Tactical 3

BURGUNDY 154.2875/NA 154.2875/156.7 Fire Ground Tactical 4

CRIMSON 154.3025/NA 154.3025/156.7 Fire Ground Tactical 5

GOLD 153.9050/NA 153.9050/156.7 Montana Common (Law, Fire, EMS, DOT)

NEON 157.4250/NA 157.4250/156.7 General Mutual Aid Coordination

RUBY REPEATER 153.8300/NA 159.3450/CSQ Command Repeater

ORANGE 151.4000/NA 151.4000/NA DNRC Air-Ground 2

YELLOW 151.2200/NA 151.2200/NA DNRC Air-Ground 1

** All incoming DNRC resources, including their agents, requested by the County, will have only these channels available 
to them. Once DNRC assistance is requested and granted, the Incident Commander must activate this communications 
plan to ensure adequate incident command and control. The exception to this practice will be DNRC County Fire 
Coordinators/Advisors (Attachment F) who will maintain County radio frequencies for the purposes of implementing this 
plan’s intent. 

¸ Radio frequencies owned by the State of Montana, including the “color” channels, are to be used for the State’s 
intended purposes as such are outlined both above and within the Department of Administration’s Mutual Aid 
Frequency manual.
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ATTACHMENT “B”-County Notification to DNRC of Fire Circumstances

Pursuant to the intent of this plan, Yellowstone County will notify the DNRC Fire Duty Officer when any of the following 
circumstances are present within Yellowstone County, outside of the municipalities of Billings, and Laurel. DNRC will,
upon receiving notification, begin pre-planned supplemental functions in support of the county’s efforts. 

This is normally considered accomplished by virtue of distributing computer aided dispatches of county 
resources to the DNRC Fire Duty Officer. 

FIRST; IDENTIFY THAT YOU ARE MAKING A NOTIFICATION CALL to the DNRC FIRE DUTY OFFICER

Then, provide information related to anyone of the following situations.

1. Any wildland fire within the county, suppressed or active, that is suspected to be 100 acres or larger. 
¸ DNRC may then dispatch, as units are available and appropriate, a DNRC County Fire Coordinator/Advisor to map 

the incident and then process the required ICS-209 on behalf of the County. If the fire is active, the units will 
directly assist the local county IC with mobilization and coordination of additional resources if required. 

2. Any wildland fire that is receiving a multi-agency response including local and federal resources. 
¸ DNRC may then dispatch, as units are available and appropriate, a DNRC County Fire Coordinator/Advisor to 

coordinate the response of federal agencies resources if necessary. 

3. Any wildland fire occurring on border regions where more than 2-counties are responding/involved. 
¸ DNRC may then dispatch, as units are available and appropriate, a DNRC County Fire Coordinator/Advisor to assist 

a local county IC with coordination of additional mobilizations required, provide technical assistance in the use and 
organization of resources, and coordinate with both counties regarding jurisdiction and future actions and assist 
with coordination between the counties involved.

4. Anytime a “County All Call” is placed which is drawing-down county response levels. 
¸ DNRC may then dispatch, as units are available and appropriate, a DNRC County Fire Coordinator/Advisor to assist 

a local county IC with coordination of additional mobilizations required, provide technical assistance in the use and 
organization of resources, and coordinate with the county any backfill resources as such may be required to ensure 
coverage in the remaining parts of the county areas with DNRC assistance. 

5. Anytime a wildland fire is suspected to have been intentionally set. 
¸ DNRC may then dispatch, as units are available and appropriate, a DNRC County Fire Coordinator/Advisor to either 

assist the local jurisdiction with fire investigation and/or to record the incident information for processing 
according to DNRC policy. 

When such circumstances are present; the DNRC Fire Duty Officer should be notified directly by the County. 

Notification of this criteria may prompt a response from a DNRC County Fire Coordinator (See Attachment “F”).
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ATTACHMENT “C”-County Request for DNRC Firefighting Assistance

In the event a County Incident Commander determines the need for additional resources/personnel, the following 
information must be relayed to the DNRC Fire Duty Officer at the earliest opportunity by the local 911-Dispatch Center
OR the County or the County’s incident commander: 

ß FIRST: IDENTIFY THAT YOU ARE CALLING WITH AN EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

Then report the following: 

ß Entity Requesting Assistance (i.e. county/fire department) 

ß Fire Name (if no name, DNRC must assign a name. Names must correspond with geographical references and not with 
landowner/firefighter’s names, nicknames, etc.) 

ß Incident Commander: (name of IC, or call-sign of IC) 

ß Physical Location of Incident (latitude/longitude if requesting aircraft, or legal description, or road address) 

ß Agency Land Ownership (if available; private-State {DNRC}, BLM, USFS, BIA, USFWS, BOR, etc.) 

ß Estimated Size (one football field is 1 acre) 

ß Rate of Spread (low, moderate, or high)

ß Values at Risk (primary structures, powerlines, cattle, subdivisions, etc.) 

ß Type of Fuels (light, medium, heavy; then grass, sage, timber) 

ß Specific Resource Request (what resources are being requested) 

ß Incident Operating Frequencies (confirm that IC has activated the mutual aid communications plan {ATTACHMENT “A”)

ß Specific Travel Instructions, If Applicable (want them to approach from a certain side or direction, where is staging 
area, etc.) 

ß IF TRANSMITTED BY DISPATCH CENTERS, REQUEST THAT THE BILLINGS INTERAGENCY FIRE DISPATCH RE-
CONFIRM WITH THE 911 CENTER REGARDING RESORUCES SENT AND ETA AND RELAY THIS INFORMATION TO 
THE REQUESTING INCIDENT COMMANDER

REPORT THIS INFORMATION DIRECTLY TO THE BILLINGS INTERAGENCY FIRE DISPATCH CENTER

(406) 591-5489  

If, you are unable to reach the DNRC Fire Duty Officer, please contact the Billings Interagency Dispatch Center at 

(406) 896-2900.
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ATTACHMENT “D”-DNRC Fire Equipment in Yellowstone County

DNRC-OWNED/COUNTY OPERATED EQUIPMENT (See F-202)

ß Billings Fire Department: Brush 1 (hybrid) 

ß Blue Creek Volunteer Fire Company: DNRC Engine-1898, DNRC Tender 2358

ß Custer Volunteer Fire Company: DNRC Engine-2149 and DNRC Engine-1804 (Keller Ranch)

ß Haley Bench Volunteer Fire Company: DNRC Engine-2182, (2) 750-gallon slip units

ß Laurel Fire Department: DNRC Engine-2071, Brush 5 (hybrid), and DNRC Engine 2292

ß Lockwood Rural Fire District: DNRC Engine-2448

ß Shepherd Volunteer Fire Company: DNRC Engine-2171, and DNRC Engine-2449

ß Worden Volunteer Fire Company: DNRC Engine-2243 

ß Broadview Rural Fire District: DNRC Engine-2148 

ß Fuego Volunteer Fire Company: DNRC Engine 2313 and DNRC Tender 2390

Yellowstone County has received greater than 25 pieces of firefighting equipment (structure engines, ladder trucks, 
rescue trucks, brush trucks, water tanks, gear, supplies, and other equipment) through the DNRC’s DOD-FFP program. 
This equipment is tracked by DNRC but title is maintained by the local fire jurisdiction. While a separate program, the 
products complements the Yellowstone County Cooperative Fire Control program. 

The equipment listed is in addition to that equipment which is owned and operated by Yellowstone County and Fire 
Departments in Yellowstone County which at last count, numbered near 78 pieces of equipment. This list is available 
through the Yellowstone County Fire Warden’s Office. 
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ATTACHMENT “E”-Final Fire Information Reporting Criteria

Pursuant to the intent of this plan, the following identifies reportable post-fire information required to be reported by 
Yellowstone County for all vegetation fires within the County. DNRC will report this information on the county’s behalf 
upon receipt. 

REPORTING CRITERIA

1. Fire Department NFIRS Number 

2. Fire Department Incident Number (NFIRS) 

3. Fire Occurrence Date 

4. Fire Alert Time 

5. Fire Response Time 

6. Fire On-Scene Time 

7. Fire Containment Time 

8. Final Size of Fire 

9. Latitude and Longitude of Fire (Datum: NAD83) 

10. Specific Cause of Fire 

This information may be entered via the DNRC Fire Reporting app (Survey 123), e-mailed, within 24 hours of occurrence
March 1st-October 1st or once per week after those dates, to the DNRC Southern Area Fire Duty Officer at 
slofiredutyofficer@mt.gov. Information may be presented using standard forms, NFIRS forms, fire department forms, or 
whatever method of delivery is most convenient to the County.

If a DNRC County Fire Coordinator/Advisor is on-scene, they will collect the relevant information and process on behalf 
of the County however if local procedure is present, then such process should be followed. 

Fire information is reported daily throughout the fire season (March 1st-October 1st) or once a week interim. During the 
fire season, this information is used in consideration of placement of resources, pre-suppression funding, and likewise. 
End-of-year report information is required to be submitted to the Montana Legislatures Environmental Quality Council 
(EQC) once per quarter in consideration of program operations and funding. 

DNRC will produce a year-end report demonstrating notable fire occurrence and reporting statistics to Yellowstone 
County for program planning and funding purposes. 
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ATTACHMENT “F”-DNRC County Fire Coordinator Activation 

Pursuant to the intent of this plan, DNRC will make available to the County personnel capable of fulfilling the DNRC 
County Fire Coordinator/Fire Advisor role. This will be done at the DNRC’s expense using any combination of local, state, 
and federal personnel who meet the qualifications required by the DNRC. DNRC County Fire Coordinators/Advisors may 
or may not be appointed Montana Fire Wardens. 

These personnel will be responsible for responding to and working in-service to the County or the County’s Incident 
Commander to perform coordination of incident response and suppression operations, mobilization of additional 
resources required by the IC, and to provide technical assistance to the IC in the use and organization of supplemental 
resources. 

In the absence of such units being present on-scene, the county’s incident commander will be required to perform these 
functions pursuant to the intent of the Cooperative Fire Control Agreement, when being assisted by the DNRC upon 
request of the County or the County’s IC. 

DNRC County Fire Coordinators/Advisors will respond to incidents, or otherwise contact a County Incident Commander, 
when 1) requested by a 911 center on behalf of the County’s Incident Commander, or 2) when the County has notified 
the DNRC of those circumstances present as outlined in Attachment “B”. 

In the absence of the presence of those pre-determined “auto-launch” criteria, the County’s incident commander may 
request a DNRC County Fire Coordinator/Advisor to respond to their incident. This is accomplished by the IC contacting 
their respective 911 center who will contact the DNRC Fire Duty Officer to have a unit dispatched to the fire. DNRC 
would encourage this practice to be adopted by the County to support the proactive response model developed by this 
cooperative fire control plan. 

If the response is prompted by a 911-center request on-behalf of a County IC, the responding unit will confirm with the 
requesting 911 center of their response via radio or through Billings Interagency Fire Dispatch Center and will make 
contact with the County’s Incident Commander via radio or phone. 

If the response is prompted by the criteria present in Attachment “B”, the DNRC County Fire Coordinator/Advisor will 
contact the County incident commander directly to confirm a response, the need to continue a response, and/or the 
need to increase the speed of the response at the IC’s request. All of these activities will be coordinated with the 
County. 
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ATTACHMENT “G”-Staffed Station Response Plan 2025 (from Item 5)

STAFFED STATION Operations

WILDLAND FIRE 

AUTOMATIC RESPONSE PLAN

2025

This appendix satisfies the requirements of a County plan as noted on 
page 7, Item 5, paragraph 1. 
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INTENT
¸ The intent of this plan is to identify and initiate automatic aide RESPONSE 

procedures to wildland fires or the threat thereof that are both within 
Yellowstone County and during those times when the DNRC has activated 
“Station Staffing” operations within the county and at the County’s request. 

¸ This plan does NOT apply to those times when Station Staffing has not been 
activated.

¸ This plan does NOT replace nor supersede the requirement of the County to 
respond to wildland fire incidents as such are organized by and within the 
County. Rather, this plan DOES complement that otherwise required effort,
and focus’ additional proactive steps agreed to and intended to be taken by 
the County collectively, as organized within the County, when the use of the 
DNRC’s Station Staffing operations are active within Yellowstone County.

¸ It is generally assumed and required that Yellowstone County continue to 
respond to and suppress wildland fires within its own response area while 
enjoying the additional rapid and aggressive response operations this plan 
affords. At no time , unless agreed to by the County, and the DNRC Fire Duty 
Officer, should the County abdicate their fire suppression responsibilities 
while receiving assistance from the state or federal government resources . 

¸ At all times, the County receiving assistance under the terms of this plan is 
to respond, establish or accept Incident Command, and remain in command 
while retaining control of the incident and responding resources and 
together with any other jurisdiction having authority.

¸ The DNRC may, in its discretion, perform management actions upon 
personnel employed by DNRC for these purposes up to and including 
dismissal for failure to meet requirements present for employment. The 
County may, in its discretion, terminate a unit, personnel, or organization 
from participation should the unit, personnel, or organization fail to adhere 
to or otherwise comply with County requirements. If the DNRC wishes to 
employ them further, this will be considered a Chapter 50 mobilization. 
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HOW THIS WORKS
During Station Staffing operations, Yellowstone County will be divided into 5 
distinct Automatic Aide Wildland Fire Response “Zones”. These “zones” will 
generally follow the major highway systems and the Yellowstone River. 

Every wildland fire call received within Yellowstone County by either the 
City/County 911 Center or the Laurel 911 Center will follow its normal fire 
dispatch activation procedure(s) during which time the fire department whose 
county initial attack area the fire report is occurring within will still be the first 
alerted to form a response to the wildland fire and will take the lead role. 

This plan constructs an additional automatic (on page-out) response of those 
other fire units which may be staffed that day and generally would be the next 
closest and/or quickest available units for response. This is done to supplement 
the County’s response to any wildland fire call with an automatic level of initial 
response to support the County’s response to wildland fires. 

Simply put, this IS MUTUAL AID occurring AUTOMATICALLY. 

These responses will be initiated at time of notification or by the Engine Captain 
(Engine Boss), the County Fire Warden or County Fire Duty Officer, if Different, 
or DNRC Fire Duty Officer level in accordance with this plan. There will NOT be a 
separate tone automatically sent from either of the Fire Dispatch centers in 
Billings or Laurel. 

ALL STAFFED STATION UNITS will need to monitor the following channels during 
their staffing operations: 

¸ DES WEST 

¸ DES EAST 

¸ LAUREL FIRE REPEATER 

¸ Their Department Tactical Channel (if applicable) 
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When a callout for a wildland fire is received, the following is 
expected by ALL Staffed Stations Units

Responder Units: 

1. The hosting department should respond as is standard protocol. 

There will not be NO TOLERANCE by member departments, or the DNRC, of other member 
departments who abdicate their duty to respond in full force because of the supplemental response by 
their neighbors. Their response is supplemental in support of your operations. It is not primary and 
other departments’ resources should not be used to replace your own department’s efforts. This is 
automatic mutual aid. 

2. ALL STAFFED STATION units Engine Captains (ENGB’s) should then 
determine the location of the reported fire against the “run cards” 
within this plan. 

3. Upon doing so, the Captains should then turn the page and identify 
which staffed station units should respond automatically to that same 
fire call.

4. IF your department IS IDENTIFIED as an automatic responder to that 
Zons:

a. Initiate the response of your staffed station units within your 
department immediately 

b. Radio call to dispatch and identify your unit and that you are 
responding to the fire call

c. MONITOR THE RADIO and continue your response until either 
cancelled by an on-scene unit or provided with travel/check-in 
procedures instructions. 

d. Upon arriving, check-in with the hosting departments IC on THEIR 
TACTICAL (non-color) CHANNEL. Proceed as directed. 
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5. IF your department is NOT IDENTIFIED as an automatic responder to the 
Zone:

a. Do not respond. Remain in your own area or on local assignment. 

b. MONITOR THE RADIO and be prepared for additional resources 
requests (mutual aid) and/or move-ups and prepositions.

c. You may be requested to respond outside of your pre-assigned 
automatic response zones by the DNRC Duty Officer or, via mutual 
aid requests from partner fire departments. 

IF you are the hosting fire department receiving 
the automatic aide:

1. Upon receiving a fire call, RESPOND as you normally would. Be aware of 
the additional automatic response and monitor the dispatch channel for 
which other resources are also responding to your call. 

2. Upon Arrival at the fire, radio call a size up (see below) to fire dispatch
and be aware that the automatic response units will be monitoring and 
awaiting your instructions. Remember: Better to have it and not need it 
then to later need it and not have it.

a. Size-ups should include at the minimum: 

¸ Name your command “Clapper Flat Command” 
¸ Fire Size
¸ Rate of Spread
¸ Values at Risk (structures, powerlines, etc.)
¸ Additional resource instructions (cancel or continue. IF CONTINUE, identify 

a radio channel to check-in on and a place to report to-travel instructions.)
¸ Additional resource needs: This would be for resources in excess of that 

already responding from both your department and those under the 
automatic plan. 

¸ Be expecting to hear from incoming resources on YOUR TACTICAL channel 
UNLESS you designate another color channel to be used for the incident.
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b. Have a plan to put those incoming resources to straight to work! 

3. If you have additional mutual aid needs BEYOND THOSE ALREADY 
ENROUTE, declare it to FIRE DISPATCH by indicating the departments 
and type of units and how many you want. If you need additional staffed 
station resources, aviation or other resources, contact the DNRC Duty 
Officer. 

IF you are the FIRST ARRIVING resource to a fire 
not in your own response area:

1. Initiate command in the same way it is outlined on page 5, 2A.

2. Take tactical action to suppress the fire while waiting for the 
jurisdiction to arrive.

a. When the jurisdictional agency arrives, transfer command to them. 

¸ Be sure to communicate this to fire dispatch. 
¸ Be sure to brief the incoming IC with what has been done up to this point

o Including whether additional responding units were continued on cancelled and if so 
which ones

o Remain on scene and engage the fire according to the incoming IC’s wishes 
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IF you are a Staffed Station Unit ALREADY ON A CALL and 
receive another call for automatic aide:

1. If you are in command, your unit does NOT respond.

2. If you are tactically engaged in an uncontrolled fire scene (active spread 
occurring-your unit does NOT respond. 

3. If you are a resource on a contained fire in mop-up stages and there are 
other resources on the scene OR the fire is secure (be CERTAIN it is!) 
then contact the IC, inform them of the pending response, and receive 
acknowledgement that you are clearing their scene and responding to 
another call. 
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Zone 1 Staffed Station Responders 
In No Particular Order-ALL STAFFED STATION UNITS GO

STAFFED STATION RESPONDERS ARE IN ADDITION TO THE DEPARTMENT BEING PAGED 

- Broadview
- Fuego 
- Laurel
- Molt
- Billings 

Communications Plan 
HOST DEPARTMENT 1ST CONTACT CHANNEL

(THEN DIRECTED TO A COLOR)

BACKUP CHANNEL

(IF NO CONTACT ON 1ST)

BROADVIEW Broadview Tactical DES WEST

FUEGO Fuego Tactical DES WEST-DES EAST

MOLT Molt Direct Molt Repeater-DES WEST

LAUREL Laurel Repeater DES WEST-DES GREENO
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Adjacent Responder Options through the DNRC FDO or by Mutual Aid Request

¸ Dean Creek (North)
¸ Park City (Central-West)
¸ Bull Mountain (North)

¸ BLM
¸ Shepherd (North-East)

Zone 2 Staffed Station Responders 
In No Particular Order-ALL STAFFED STATION UNITS GO

STAFFED STATION RESPONDERS ARE IN ADDITION TO THE DEPARTMENT BEING PAGED 

- Laurel
- Blue Creek
- Billings 
- Lockwood
Communications Plan 

HOST DEPARTMENT 1ST CONTACT CHANNEL 
(THEN DIRECTED TO A COLOR)

BACKUP CHANNEL

(IF NO CONTACT ON 1ST)

LAUREL Laurel Repeater DES WEST-DES GREENO

BLUE CREEK Blue Creek Tactical DES WEST-DES GREENO
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Adjacent Responder Options through the DNRC FDO or by Mutual Aid Request

¸ Joliet (West)
¸ Edgar (South and West)
¸ BIA (South and West)
¸ Park City (West)

¸ BLM
¸ USFS

Zone 3 Staffed Station Responders 
In No Particular Order-ALL STAFFED STATION UNITS GO

STAFFED STATION RESPONDERS ARE IN ADDITION TO THE DEPARTMENT BEING PAGED 

- Blue Creek
- Lockwood
- Haley Bench
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- Billings
Communications Plan 

HOST DEPARTMENT 1ST CONTACT CHANNEL

(THEN DIRECTED TO A COLOR)

BACKUP CHANNEL

(IF NO CONTACT ON 1ST)

BLUE CREEK Blue Creek Tactical DES WEST-DES East

LOCKWOOD Lockwood 1 DES West-DES East

HALEY BENCH Haley Bench Tactical DES East-DES West

Adjacent Responder Options through the DNRC FDO or by Mutual Aid Request

¸ Worden (North-East)
¸ Laurel (West-South)

¸ BIA 
¸ BLM

Zone 4 Staffed Station Responders 
In No Particular Order-ALL STAFFED STATION UNITS GO
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STAFFED STATION RESPONDERS ARE IN ADDITION TO THE DEPARTMENT BEING PAGED 

- Worden
- Shepherd
- Lockwood 
- Haley Bench
- Billings 
- Custer
Communications Plan 

HOST DEPARTMENT 1ST CONTACT CHANNEL

(THEN DIRECTED TO A COLOR)

BACKUP CHANNEL

(IF NO CONTACT ON 1ST)

WORDEN Worden Tactical DES East

CUSTER Custer Tactical DES East-DES Custer

HALEY BENCH Haley Bench Tactical DES East

LOCKWOOD Lockwood 1 DES West-DES East

Adjacent Responder Options through the DNRC FDO or by Mutual Aid Request
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¸ Bighorn County (South Side of the Hills)
¸ BLM
¸ BIA

¸ Laurel (West Side) 

Zone 5 Staffed Station Responders 
In No Particular Order-ALL STAFFED STATION UNITS GO

STAFFED STATION RESPONDERS ARE IN ADDITION TO THE DEPARTMENT BEING PAGED 

- Shepherd
- Worden
- Custer
- Billings 
Communications Plan 

HOST DEPARTMENT 1ST CONTACT CHANNEL

(THEN DIRECTED TO A COLOR)

BACKUP CHANNEL

(IF NO CONTACT ON 1ST)

SHEPHERD Shepherd Tactical DES East-DES West

WORDEN Worden Tactical DES EAST-DES WEST

CUSTER Custer Tactical DES East-DES Custer
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Adjacent Responder Options through the FDO or by Mutual Aid Request

¸ Fuego (West Side)
¸ Lockwood 
¸ Blue Creek 

¸ Bull Mountain (North and West End)
¸ Hawk Creek (Central-East End) 
¸ Melstone (North and East End) 

¸ BLM 
¸ Treasure County (Far East)

Payments and Reimbursements
This program is operated by the Montana DNRC who directly interfaces with individual Fire 
Departments. All payments and reimbursements for time, fuel, department equipment 
payments, operating expenses, and all other realized costs as a result are organized by the 
Montana DNRC directly with the various Fire Departments participating. To obtain further 
information, contact Montana DNRC Southern Land Office regarding pre-season meetings and 
what training and qualifications are required, payments or reimbursements are available, what 
documentation is required, when, and other such details. 

Activation/Coordination of Staffed Station 
Station staffing is activated by the Montana DNRC. Individual Fire Departments wishing to staff 
may contact the DNRC Southern Land Office directly with requests for staffing. 
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Coordination of staffing, response to fires, etc. of staffed station resources is at the discretion 
of the DNRC Fire Duty Officer. Arrangements for use of staffed station resources for mop-up, 
relief of existing forces, nightshift staffing, patrol of old fires, lightning patrols, etc. should be 
coordinated with the DNRC Fire Duty Officer. 

Additional Resource Requests Procedure
Mutual Aid: Contact Fire Dispatch (or Laurel Dispatch) to place the request. Specify the 
departments to be requested and what resources and how many you are asking. Provide the 
command channel you are using. 

County-Wide Mutual Aid: This may be requested by members party to the county-wide 
mutual aid agreement. This is available by contacting Fire Dispatch and specifying the types of 
equipment you wish to receive and indicating what channel you are working on. 

Staffed Station Resources: Contact the DNRC Fire Duty Officer to request additional staffed 
station resources for such things as backfill, extra slots, etc. Fire Dispatch, nor the Yellowstone 
County Fire Warden or County Fire Chief, coordinates staffed station resource allocations. 

Resources Not Otherwise Available: Including aviation, hand crews, logistical needs, 
additional engines, incident management etc.-Contact the DNRC Fire Duty Officer. 

Staffed Station Staffing Allocations and Backfill: Contact the DNRC Fire Duty Officer. 

-END-



State/County Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement: 3/2025 

STATE/COUNTY COOPERATIVE FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE STATE OF MONTANA 

AND ____________________COUNTY 

THIS STATE/COUNTY COOPERATIVE FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT (AGREEMENT) is made and 
entered into by and between ____________________ County, (COOPERATOR), and the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, Forestry and Trust Lands Division, 
(DEPARTMENT), and effective the _________ day of____________, 20 ____ . 

The purpose of this Agreement, when signed by both parties and accompanied by a written wildland 
fire management plan, (PLAN), is to satisfy the requirements of Montana Code Annotated (MCA) 
sections 7-33-2202(4)(b), 7-33-2210, 76-13-104 and 76-13-136. 

WHEREAS, State Fire Policy acknowledges that it is a priority to minimize property and resource loss 
resulting from wildfire and to minimize expense to Montana taxpayers, which is generally 
accomplished through an aggressive and rapid initial attack effort; 

WHEREAS, it is to the advantage of all Montana’s citizens for the DEPARTMENT and the COOPERATOR 
to work together on matters of wildland fire protection. MCA sections 76-13-101 and 76-13-115(3) 
encourage the cooperation of state, public, and private agencies in the protection and conservation of 
Montana’s natural resources, range and water; 

The parties to this Agreement, in consideration of the mutual covenants and stipulations set out 
herein, agree to the terms outlined below: 

1. The COOPERATOR shall appoint a Firewarden pursuant to Montana Code Annotated
section7-33-2215.  The Firewarden shall work directly with the DEPARTMENT in accordance
with the requirements of the PLAN.

2. The COOPERATOR is authorized to annually appropriate funds pursuant to Montana Code
Annotated section 7-33-2209.  The COOPERATOR shall use these funds in accordance with
the requirements of the PLAN.

3. The COOPERATOR shall implement the PLAN by performance of the functions described in
Montana Code Annotated section 7-33-2202.  The COOPERATOR may exercise the powers
authorized by Montana Code Annotated sections 7-33-2205, 7-33-2206 and 7-33-2208.

4. The COOPERATOR is solely responsible for the proper use, protection, maintenance, and
care of the equipment and supplies loaned under this Agreement.

5. The COOPERATOR agrees to make the loaned equipment available for use on private and
public ownership for the protection from fire as set forth in Montana Code Annotated
sections 76-13-104, and 76-13-136, and when requested by the DEPARTMENT’S
representative.  Incidental use on any type of fire or other emergencies which threaten loss
of life or property is proper providing that this equipment is available and primarily used for
fire duties as set forth in Montana Code Annotated sections 76-13-104 and 76-13-136.
Refusal or neglect to make this equipment available for use on such fires without good and
sufficient cause shall be grounds for termination of this Agreement by the DEPARTMENT.

6. The COOPERATOR shall maintain and make necessary repairs to the said equipment and
component parts thereof so that it is kept in good, serviceable and safe repair.

7. The COOPERATOR will assure that all operators of the equipment covered by this Agreement
meet the appropriate minimum driver's license requirements per Montana State law, adhere
to state law and are members of either a County Government, Rural Fire District, County
Volunteer Rural Fire Department, Fire Service Area, Volunteer Fire Company, or Municipal
Fire Department.

Yellowstone

Yellowstone

https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0330/part_0220/section_0020/0070-0330-0220-0020.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0330/part_0220/section_0100/0070-0330-0220-0100.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0130/part_0010/section_0040/0760-0130-0010-0040.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0130/part_0010/section_0360/0760-0130-0010-0360.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0130/part_0010/section_0010/0760-0130-0010-0010.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0130/part_0010/section_0150/0760-0130-0010-0150.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0330/part_0220/section_0150/0070-0330-0220-0150.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0330/part_0220/section_0090/0070-0330-0220-0090.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0330/part_0220/section_0020/0070-0330-0220-0020.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0330/part_0220/section_0050/0070-0330-0220-0050.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0330/part_0220/section_0060/0070-0330-0220-0060.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0070/chapter_0330/part_0220/section_0080/0070-0330-0220-0080.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0130/part_0010/section_0040/0760-0130-0010-0040.html
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State/County Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement: 3/2025 
 

 
 

8. The COOPERATOR shall provide or ensure workers compensation insurance coverage on 
drivers, passengers or workers using or working with any equipment loaned under this 
agreement.  

 
9. COOPERATOR acknowledges and agrees that the equipment or supplies loaned under this 

agreement carry no express or implied warranty and, on behalf of itself and its agents, 
successors and assigns, agrees that it shall make no claim against the DEPARTMENT, the 
State of Montana or the Federal Government based upon any defect, whether apparent or 
not, in such loaned equipment or supplies. 

 
10. The COOPERATOR agrees to indemnify, defend and hold the DEPARTMENT, and the Federal 

Government – as the owner of federal excess property - harmless from any and all claims, or 
causes of action arising out of the use or condition of the equipment or supplies loaned 
under this Agreement. 

 
11. The COOPERATOR agrees to permit and assist in inventory and inspection of fire equipment 

procured under this Agreement as may be necessary to promote the effective use of this 
equipment, whether it be State-owned or Federal excess property. 

 
12. The COOPERATOR will assume the cost for any damaged miscellaneous equipment, such as 

separate pumps, hose, tools, and supplies that were not loaned or supplied by the 
DEPARTMENT. 

 
13. The COOPERATOR shall report all wildland fires to the DEPARTMENT in accordance with 

provisions set forth in the PLAN. 
 

 
The DEPARTMENT shall: 

 
 

1. The DEPARTMENT shall, as funds permit, provide assistance to the COOPERATOR in 
accordance with the requirements of the PLAN.  Resources made available to the 
COOPERATOR to assist the DEPARTMENT with its duty pursuant to Montana Code 
Annotated section 76-13-104(1)(a) shall comply with the stipulations set forth in this 
agreement and the PLAN. 

 
2. The DEPARTMENT will loan specific items of firefighting equipment, when such equipment is 

available, to the COOPERATOR in accordance with the mutually established PLAN and its 
amendments, and applicable Federal laws, rules and regulations. 

 
3.     The DEPARTMENT will maintain an inventory of the equipment made available through this 

Agreement. 
 
 

4. The DEPARTMENT will assume the costs for property damage to the loaned equipment only. 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed: 
 

1. It is mutually agreed that both parties shall meet annually to review this Agreement and the 
PLAN.  The DEPARTMENT shall schedule the annual meeting and shall notify all affected 
parties of the date and location of the meeting. 

 
 
 
 

https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0760/chapter_0130/part_0010/section_0040/0760-0130-0010-0040.html


State/County Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement: 3/2025 
 

 
 
 

2.   The proper identification of the equipment as cooperative fire equipment, and as federal or 
state property, if applicable, will be maintained and the equipment will not be sold, junked, 
rented, traded, given away, or otherwise disposed of, nor is personal use to be allowed.  No 
disassembly of equipment or removal of parts is allowed without prior approval of the 
DEPARTMENT.  All State or Federal property is to be painted and marked in accordance with 
State statutes or STATE’S instructions. 

 
3.   Title to all equipment loaned under this Agreement will remain with the State of Montana or 

the Federal government.  All state owned vehicles will bear the permanent Montana Agency 
license plate furnished by the State without charge. 

 
4.   Loss, damage, or destruction of State- or Federally owned equipment by fire, collision, theft, 

or any other means, will be reported immediately to the DEPARTMENT with signed affidavit 
showing loss, cause and recovery action attempted by the COOPERATOR.  Accidents involving 
State- or Federally owned equipment must be reported immediately by the COUNTY to the 
STATE on forms provided for that purpose.  Federal policy requires investigation to determine 
the cause of negligence, if any. 

 
5.   Items of equipment covered by this Agreement no longer needed by the COUNTY will be 

reported to the DEPARTMENT, who will determine disposition. 
 

6.   If this Agreement between the DEPARTMENT and the COOPERATOR is terminated by either 
party, all equipment provided by the DEPARTMENT will be returned to the DEPARTMENT. 

 
7.   Any equipment owned and installed by the COOPERATOR remains the property of the 

COOPERATOR and should be removed prior to returning the equipment to the DEPARTMENT. 
 

8. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement may be terminated at any time by mutual consent of 
the parties.  In the absence of mutual consent, either party may terminate this Agreement on 
June 30 of any year by giving written notice to the other party on or before June 1 of that 
year.  Unless terminated in accordance with this provision, this Agreement will continue in full 
force and effect for an additional period of one year beginning July 1 of each year. 

 
 
COUNTY OF _____________________________:             DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
             CONSERVATION:  
 
BY _____________________________________ BY _____________________________________  
                  Land Office Area Manager 
BY _____________________________________        
               
BY _____________________________________   
 
BY _____________________________________  
 
 
 
 

Yellowstone



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 4.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Courthouse Renovation - Sletten Contract
Submitted For:  Matt Kessler, Purchasing Agent 
Submitted By: Matt Kessler, Purchasing Agent

TOPIC:
Finance - Courthouse Renovation - Sletten Contract

BACKGROUND:
Contract with Sletten Construction for the renovation of the Courthouse.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss

Attachments
Sletten Construction Agreement 





















































































































   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 5.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Discussion of Interim Sheriff Nominees to Fill the Sheriff Vacancy Effective August 1,

2026.
Submitted By: Steve Williams

TOPIC:
County Attorney - Appointment of Interim Sheriff

BACKGROUND:
Sheriff Linder submitted a letter stating that he is resigning from his position as YC Sheriff effective July
31, 2026. Under Montana Code 7-4-2206 the BOCC selects an interim sheriff when a vacancy is created.
This agenda item presents the opportunity for the Board to discuss possible candidates. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 6.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Lazy JX Subdivision
Submitted By: Teri Reitz, Board Clerk

TOPIC:
Laurel Planning - Preliminary Plat of Lazy JX Subdivision

BACKGROUND:
See attached. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss. 

Attachments
Lazy JX Subdivision 
Preliminary Plat Lazy JX Subdivision 
Lazy JX Application 
Planning Board Minutes 
Preapplication Summary 
SIA of Lazy JX Subdivision 
Sub Guarantee for Lazy JX Sub 























 

 

MINUTES 

CITY OF LAUREL 

CITY/COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026 

 

 

A City/County Planning board meeting was held in Council Chambers and called to order by 
County chair Richard Klose at 6:00 pm on May 20, 2026. 
 
 

Board Members Present: 
  
_X_ Tom Canape               _X__ Richard Herr                 _X_ Paul Thomae 
_X_ Ron Benner                 _X_ Richard Klose                 _X_ Mike Waters 
___ Judy Goldsby             _X_ Jonathan Klasna  
 
Others Present: 
 
 Amber Hatton – Deputy Clerk Treasurer 
 Forrest Sanderson – Contract Planner 
 Kelly Gauslow – Accounts Payable 
 Brent Moore – Interstate Engineering 
 Shawn Baker – Love’s Travel Center 
 Forrest Mandeville – Lazy JX Subdivision 
            

Public Input: Citizens may address the committee regarding any item of business that is not on the agenda.  The 

duration for an individual speaking under Public Input is limited to three minutes.  While all comments are 
welcome, the committee will not take action on any item not on the agenda. 

None 

 

Disclosure of Ex Parte Communication - None 
 
Public Hearing  

1. Love’s RV Park Conditional Use Permit –  
Chair Klose opened the public hearing and asked staff to present. 
Kurt Markegard presented Conditional Use Permit Report CUP-26-01 Loves’s Travel 
Stops & Country Stores RV Park- Highway Commercial District. See attached.  
Chair Klose opened the public hearing for questions.  Shawn Baker with Loves was 
present to answer questions. Shawn informed the board that there are currently 6 
RV spots and they would like to expand to a 24-lot RV park.  
 
Laura Kirschenmann, 939 W 4th St, asked if the RV park would meet the water supply 
demands.  



 

 

Chair Klose asked three (3) times if anybody was against the proposed RV park. 
Hearing no further comments, Chair Klose closed the public hearing.  

   
 

General Items 
2. Minutes from April 15, 2026 

Motion made by Tom Canape to approve minutes from April 15, 2026, seconded by 
Ron Benner. There was no public comment. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

New Business 

3. LOVE’S RV Park Conditional Use Permit  
Chair Klose asked Staff to present the Love’s RV Park Conditional Use Permit. Kurt 
stated this is the same information that they just went over in the public hearing.  
Board asked Shawn, with Loves, to confirm this was for a 24-RV unit and not a 48 
unit, that they would not put in 24 units now then come back for another 24 RV 
spots.  Mr. Baker did confirm it was for 24-RV spots total.  Board member asked if 
they would need additional signs as they were already maxed out for their signs.  
Mr. Baker stated they did not need additional signs.   
 
Board member stated they also noticed in the packet there was a lack of sufficient 
water pressure. He understood that there would be a booster station somewhere.  
Kurt Markegard replied once Loves develops it, they would have to meet DEQ 
requirements, even if you do a conditional use permit, they still need to meet public 
water supply issues and they would address that.  One of the things that was 
discussed is getting a new city engineer on board to review anything going forward 
as far as water and sewer, and that line that’s out there would have to be evaluated.  
Loves is taking the necessary steps by having the report done and giving it to you to 
review and they are prepared to try to mitigate that.  They will make sure it meets 
DEQ standards. 
 
Kurt read the report prepared by JSA Civil – Technical Memorandum- See attached. 
 
Chair Klose asked if anybody has any questions or comments.  
 
Board member asked for an amendment to condition #7 to add landscaping.  
Ron Benner made a motion to approve the conditional use permit with proposed 
conditions and the revised number 7.  Mike Waters seconded the motion. There was 
no public comment. Motion passes 7-0. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

4. Preliminary Plat Approval Lazy JX Subdivision  
Kurt introduced staff report for the Preliminary Plat Approval lazy JX Subdivision. See 
attached.  

Forrest Mandeville, with Forrest Mandeville Consulting, helped put together this 
application and was present to answer questions. He has no issues with the findings 
as presented by Kurt or of any of the conditions of approval. They are willing to meet 
DEQ requirements.  They do have an email into the weed district to make sure they 
have the weed plan put together per their specifications.  

Board member asked “you have one lot with two houses.  Why one lot with two 
houses and not two lots with one house each?  Will the group be back to split the lot 
in a few years.”  

Mr. Mandeville explained that you still have the same impact whether it’s one 2 lots 
with a house apiece or 1 lot with two houses, it’s the same traffic. Because this was 
considered a minor subdivision, it doesn’t require 2 entrances onto the highway. 
Kurt explained there are criteria in our subdivision regulations for a lot five or less, 
they don’t have the same requirements as a major subdivision plat. Board member 
had concerns about if down the road, they would need to create another entrance it 
would interfere with drain field. Mr. Mandeville stated it would not require another 
entrance.  

Boad member noticed a typo error on page 323, Primary Review Criteria 76-3-608 
MCA under A-1-d. “No irrigation system will not be altered by this subdivision” – this 
should read “Irrigation system will not be altered by this subdivision.” Kurt 
confirmed that was an error and it will be corrected. 

Chair Klose asked for a recommendation to send to county commissioners.  

Jon Klasna made a motion, with the proposed conditions as identified in the staff 
report and one edit to send to county commissioners, Tom Canape seconded the 
motion.  Motion passes 6-0.  Mike Waters, county commissioner, abstained from 
voting. 

 

5.  Kick Off Meeting for MLUPA-City County Planning Board acting as the Planning 
Commissions for the City of Laurel 
Brent Moore, with Interstate Engineering, introduced himself as the certified 
planner, who will be working on the MLUPA project.  He presented a slide 
presentation.  Please see attached. 
 
Mr. Moore stated we're starting off now here with existing conditions analysis with 
this kickoff meeting. We'll have online survey and interactive mapping, which is 
really a requirement largely of the law. We'll have a couple of community 
workshops, community meetings, then we'll move into land use planning, working 



 

 

with your staff and the planning board, going to the city council, and then the final 
plan.  
 
Their goal is to complete the planning document by the end of October and then the 
adoption process might go into November or December.  
 
Brent is planning a bi-weekly meeting with Forrest Sanderson, City Contracted 
Planner, Kurt, and any planning board members who wish to join the meeting for 
discussion and updates.  
 
Mr. Moore asked if there were any specific neighborhoods or challenges that the 
planning commission members are wanting to get out of this. Board member 
mentioned the need for bike paths, sidewalks, and the need for connectivity. Traffic 
and for pedestrians across town because we currently don’t have it and park 
development. Kurt mentioned that currently the Park and Tree Board is working on 
a project up in Cherry Hills to create an undeveloped park that was of a subdivision, 
and they're looking at putting in some sprinkler systems there to irrigate it to get 
some green space where people can go and enjoy. So that's currently underway with 
the Park and Tree Board committee. 
 
Mr. Moore indicated that they want to set some clear expectations for educating the 
public on land use and finalize the public participation plan that meets the 
requirements.  They were thinking of Rock the Block and maybe the Farmers Market 
to set up a booth to and have some activities for people to provide comments. Other 
key stakeholders could be the school district, the Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Rotary. 
 
Forrest Mandeville, reintroduced himself, as a state senator out of Columbus. He 
carried the bill that established the Land Use Planning Act. He was happy to answer 
any questions about that. He said “there was a lot of negotiation in this bill. There 
were a lot of changes from the original idea compared to what ended up being 
adopted. It really does change the way planning occurs in the state, and there's, I 
think, there's some good reasons for that. We had, as you guys are aware, we have 
several different. We planned for zoning, annexation, and subdivision. We've talked 
about that several times. Those are adopted under completely different statutes in 
Montana Code and have been for forever. And they don't talk to each other. There's 
different review criteria for each of those processes. There's a separate public 
hearing process for each of those processes. And the land use. Planning Act is really 
intended to marry those up, make sure that those processes talk to each other. So 
those were some of the reasons behind that. I can get into specifics if you want, but 
I'm excited to see you all moving forward. I'm glad you have Brent on board. He 
definitely knows what he's doing on this, so you're in good hands with him. I'm also 
the chair of the Local Government Interim Committee.” 

  



 

 

 

Old Business - None 

Other Items  

6. None 
 

Announcements 
7. Date for next meeting will be June 17, 2026, at 6:00 PM.   

 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Motion by Tom Canape to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mike Waters. There was no public 
comment. Motion passed 7-0. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:58 PM.  
 
 
 
Amber Hatton 
Deputy Clerk Treasurer 



 
CITY HALL 

115 W. 1ST ST. 

PLANNING: 628-4796 

WATER OFC.: 628-7431 

COURT: 628-1964 

FAX 628-2241     

 

City Of Laurel 
 

P.O. Box 10 

Laurel, Montana 59044 

     

 Office of the City Planner 

Preapplication Meeting Notes 

Date: February 5, 2026 

RE: Lazy JK Subdivision 

 

Meeting Attendees: 

Forrest Sanderson - City of Laurel. 

Mike Powell, Alyssa Quiroz, Levi Robinson, Mark English, and Ronnie Tallerico – Yellowstone County 

Jeremy and Cory from Engineering West, and Forrest Mandeville Agents for the developer. 

 

Meeting Date February 5, 2026, 9:00 am.  Teams Meeting. 

 

Lazy JK Subdivision, is a 1-lot minor subdivision located at the intersection of Thiel, Spring Creek and 

River Roads in Section 24, Township 2 South, Range 24 East.  The subdivision is located within the Laurel 

City County Jurisdiction and is proposed to be served with onsite water and wastewater systems. 

 

The project is a First Minor Subdivision of a tract of record.  As a First Minor, the project is exempt to the 

preparation of an Environmental Assessment, the dedication of parkland, and public hearings.  The review 

timeline for the subdivision portion of this project is 35 working days once all of the applications and 

supporting information have been deemed sufficient for public review.  The subdivision will be presented 

to the Laurel - Yellowstone Planning Board and Zoning Commission and the Yellowstone County Board 

of County Commissioners is the governing body with jurisdiction.  The applicant will be made aware of 

the meeting dates and times and provided a copy of any reports, findings, and recommendations in advance 

of the meetings. 

 

The developer and agent were provided with a copy of the Laurel development Requirements and copies 

of the necessary application forms are available on the city website. 

 

Comments, Questions, and Issues: 

 

➢ The subdivision naming will need to be coordinated with the Yellowstone County Clerk and 

Recorders Office. 

➢ The project appears to have adequate areas outside of the 100-Year Floodplain but would be 

inundated during the 500-year flood.  It is requested that topographic details be provided to 

ensure the flooding classification and will most likely play a role in the MDEQ review of the water 

and wastewater systems. 

➢ Where the subdivision does not have DEQ approval, it does not qualify for Expedited review as 

provided in the Laurel – Yellowstone Subdivision Regulations. 

➢ County Public Works is requesting that an additional 30 feet of right-of-way be granted on River 

Road to Yellowstone County with this subdivision plat. 



➢ County GIS requires that the plat show the lot lines to the centerline of the county road. 

➢ The provision of water and sewer for the lot will need to be reviewed and approved by MDEQ. 

➢ The preliminary plat and application materials per Appendix D of the Laurel – Yellowstone 

Subdivision Regulations are required. 

➢ Please submit 3 paper copies and 1 electronic copy of the completed application to the City of 

Laurel along with fees consistent with the Yellowstone County Schedule of Fees. 

➢ Please send 1 electronic copy of the complete application to Peaks Planning & Consulting. 
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SUBDIVISION IMPROVEMENTS AGREEMENT 

Lazy JX Subdivision 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this ____ day of ____________, 20___, 

by and between Thomas L. Altman, whose address for the purpose of this agreement is 

2135 Spring Creek Road, Laurel, MT 59044, hereinafter referred to as “Subdivider,” and 

the Yellowstone County, Montana, hereinafter referred to as “County.”  

 

WITNESSETH: 

 

WHEREAS, at a regular meeting conducted on _____ day of ____________, 20__, 

the City Planning Board recommended conditional approval of a preliminary plat of Lazy 

JX Subdivision; and 

 

WHEREAS, at a regular meeting conducted on _____ day of ____________, 20__, 

the County Commissioners conditionally approved a preliminary plat of Lazy JX 

Subdivision; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Subdivision Improvements Agreement is required by the County prior 

to the approval of the final plat. 

 

WHEREAS, the provisions of this agreement shall be effective and applicable to 

Lazy JX Subdivision upon the filing of the final plat thereof in the office of the Clerk and 

Recorder of Yellowstone County, Montana. The Subdivision shall comply with all 

requirements of the Yellowstone County Subdivision Regulations, the rules, regulations, 

policies, and resolutions of Yellowstone County, and the laws and administrative rules of 

the State of Montana. 

 

THEREFORE, THE PARTIES TO THIS AGREEMENT, for and in 

consideration of the mutual promises herein contained and for other good and valuable 

consideration, do hereby agree as follows: 

I. VARIANCES  

 

A.  No variances are requested for the proposed subdivision. 

 

II. CONDITIONS THAT RUN WITH THE LAND  

 

A. Lot owners should be aware that this subdivision is being built near prime 

deer and antelope habitat and it is likely that homeowners will experience 

problems with damage to landscaped shrubs, flowers, and gardens.  The 

Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Department does not provide damage 

assistance unless there is damage to commercial crops and/or a threat to public 

health and safety.  
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B. Lot owners should be aware that soil characteristics within the area of this 

subdivision, as described in the 1972 Yellowstone County Soil Survey, indicate 

that there could be potential limitations for proposed construction on the lots, 

which may require a geotechnical survey prior to construction. The developer 

has conducted a preliminary geotechnical investigation which can be used for 

informational purposes only, however, is not sufficient to build structures from. 

The City of Laurel has obtained a copy of this report and is available upon 

request. 

 

C. No water rights have been transferred to the lot owners. Irrigation ditches that 

exist on the perimeter of this development are for the benefit of other properties.  

Perimeter ditches and drains shall remain in place and shall not be altered by the 

Subdivider or subsequent owners. 

 

D. There is attached hereto a Waiver waiving the right to protest the creation of 

the special improvement district or districts which by this reference is 

expressly incorporated herein and made as much a part hereof as though fully 

and completely set forth herein at this point.  The Waiver will be filed with the 

plat, shall run with the land, and shall constitute the guarantee by the 

Subdivider and property owner or owners of the developments described 

herein.  Said Waiver is effective upon filing and is not conditioned on the 

completion of the conditions set forth in this Agreement.  The Subdivider and 

owner specifically agree that they are waiving valuable rights and do so 

voluntarily. 

 

E. The Subdivider and subsequent contractors/builders acknowledge that a 

Stormwater Pollution and Prevention Plan (SWPPP) may be required to be filed 

with the City and the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ). 

This SWPPP shall be adhered to during all phases of construction and shall be 

updated as required by MDEQ. 

 

F. Culverts and associated drainage swales shall not be filled in or altered by the 

Subdivider or subsequent lot owners. 

 

G. Lot owners should be aware that portion(s) of this property lie within the 

floodplain/floodway, as depicted on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) 

for this area. Please be advised that special development restrictions may 

apply within these specified areas 

 

III. TRANSPORTATION 

 

The subdivider agrees to guarantee all improvements for a period of one (1) year 

from the date of final acceptance by Yellowstone County. 
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A. Streets 

a. Access is provided by River Road, a paved County road approximately 

30-feet in width. An additional 30-feet of right of way will be dedicated as 

shown on the plat. 

 

B. Sidewalks 

a. No sidewalks are existing in the vicinity and none are proposed to be 

constructed as a part of the development of this subdivision. 

 

C. Street Lighting  

a. No street lighting is proposed within the development, however, street 

lighting is included in the waiver of right to protest. 

 

D. Traffic Control Devices  

a. The Subdivider shall furnish and install all necessary traffic control 

devices in accordance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices and approved by the City of Laurel Public Works Department. 

  

E.  Access  

a. Access to the subdivision is provided from River Road, a County road. 

 

F.  Bike or Pedestrian Trail Plans  

a. No bike or pedestrian trails exist in the vicinity of the subdivision and 

none are proposed to be developed as part of this subdivision. 

 

G. Public Transit  

a. No location for public transit connection will be provided within the 

development.  

IV. EMERGENCY SERVICE 

 

The Laurel Volunteer Fire Department (LVFD) currently provides fire protection services 

for the subdivision. 

 

Construction of buildings made of combustible materials shall have an adequate fire 

apparatus access road to allow for fire suppression requirements. Prior to the issuance of 

a building permit for construction using combustible materials (i.e. lumber, plywood, 

wood trusses, etc.), fire apparatus access roads and water supply requirements shall be 

provided in accordance with the International Fire Code. 

 

At a minimum, the following is required: 

a. An unobstructed gravel road or gravel road base must be within 150 feet 

of the furthest portion of a building under construction as measured along 

the approved route.  
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b. The access roads are required to support fire apparatus vehicle loading (40 

tons) during all weather conditions and shall be a minimum of twenty (20) 

feet wide.  

c. The above requirements do not alter or effect the current minimum 

subdivision requirements for fire apparatus access and water supply.  

V. STORM DRAINAGE   

 

All drainage improvements shall comply with the Montana Standards for Subdivision 

Storm Water Drainage as outlined by the Montana Department of Environmental Quality 

(MDEQ), or its designee. 

 

Lot owners shall be responsible for the operation and maintenance of all storm drainage 

facilities.  

VI. UTILITIES 

 

A. Water 

Potable water shall be supplied by individual wells and shall follow the 

requirements in any approval(s) by the Montana Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ) and Riverstone Health. 

 

B. Sanitary Sewer 

Wastewater shall be disposed of by individual drainfields and shall follow the 

requirements in any approval(s) by the Montana Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ) and Riverstone Health.. 

 

C. Power, Telephone, Gas, and Cable Television 

Power, natural gas, telephone, and cable will all be located within the right-of-

way and utility easements as shown on the plat.  

VII. PARKS/OPEN SPACE 

 

No parkland dedication is required for a minor subdivision (76-3-621(3)(e), 

MCA). 

VIII. IRRIGATION 

 

No water rights are being transferred to future property owners within the 

subdivision. 

IX. SOILS/GEOTECHNICAL STUDY 

 

No soils/geotechnical study has been performed for this subdivision. It is the 

responsibility of future lot owners to ensure the appropriate base and materials 

are used in construction.  
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X. PHASING OF IMPROVEMENTS 

 

There will be no phasing as part of this subdivision. 

XI. FINANCIAL GUARANTEES 

 

Except as otherwise provided, Subdivider shall install and construct said required 

improvements with cash or by utilizing the mechanics of a special improvement 

district or private contracts secured by letters of credit or a letter of commitment 

to lend funds from a commercial lender. All engineering and legal work in 

connection with such improvements shall be paid by the contracting parties 

pursuant to said special improvement district or private contract, and the 

improvements shall be installed as approved by the Public Works and Public 

Utilities Department.  

XII. LEGAL PROVISIONS 

 

A.  Subdivider agrees to guarantee all public improvements for a period of one 

year from the date of final acceptance by Yellowstone County. 

 

B.  The owners of the properties involved in this proposed Subdivision by 

signature subscribed herein below agree, consent, and shall be bound by the 

provisions of this Agreement. 

 

C.   The covenants, agreements, and all statements in this Agreement apply to and 

shall be binding on the heirs, personal representatives, successors and assigns 

of the respective parties. 

 

D.   In the event it becomes necessary for either party to this Agreement to retain 

an attorney to enforce any of the terms or conditions of this Agreement or to 

give any notice required herein, then the prevailing party or the party giving 

notice shall be entitled to reasonable attorney fees and costs. 

 

E.   Any amendments or modifications of this Agreement or any provisions herein 

shall be made in writing and executed in the same manner as this original 

document and shall after execution become a part of this Agreement. 

 

F.   Subdivider shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local statutes, 

ordinances, and administrative regulations during the performance and 

discharge of its obligations.  Subdivider acknowledges and agrees that nothing 

contained herein shall relieve or exempt it from such compliance. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have set their hands and official 

seals on the date first above written. 

 

 

“SUBDIVIDER” Thomas L Altman. 

 

By:       

 

 

 

STATE OF MONTANA  ) 

: ss 

County of Yellowstone  ) 

 

On this            day of                                   , 20___, before me, a Notary Public in 

and for the State of Montana, personally appeared    __          _____  , who 

executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the 

same.   

                       

____________________________________ 

 Notary Public in and for the State of Montana 

                                     Printed Name:  ________________________ 

                                     Residing at:  __________________________ 

                                     My commission expires:  ________________ 
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This agreement is hereby approved and accepted by Yellowstone County, this _______ 

day of _______________, 20____. 

 

“COUNTY” 

COUNTY OF YELLOWSTONE 

MONTANA     County of Yellowstone 

      Board of County Commissioners 

    

    

   By:  ________________________________ 

                             Chairman 

            

           ________________________________ 

                         Commissioner 

                 

           ________________________________ 

                         Commissioner 

 

    

   Attest:  _____________________________ 

                                                               County Clerk and Recorder 

STATE OF MONTANA ) 

    : ss 

County of Yellowstone ) 

 

 On this ____ day of ______________, 20__, before me, a Notary Public in and 

for the State of Montana, personally appeared ____________________________, 

_________________________ and ____________________________, known to me to 

be the Board of County Commissioners and the County Clerk and Recorder, respectively, 

of Yellowstone County, Montana, whose names are subscribed to the foregoing 

instrument in such capacity and acknowledged to me that they executed the same on 

behalf of Yellowstone County, Montana. 

 

                                     _____________________________________ 

                                     Notary Public in and for the State of Montana 

                                     Printed Name:  ________________________ 

                                     Residing at:  __________________________ 

                                     My commission expires:  ________________ 
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Waiver of Right to Protest 
 

 

 FOR VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, the undersigned, being the Subdivider 

and all of the owners of the hereinafter described real property, do hereby waive the right 

to protest the formation of one or more Special Improvement Districts (SID’s), which 

Yellowstone County may require for a period of twenty years from the date of this 

document’s recording. 

 

 This Waiver and Agreement is independent from all other agreements and is 

supported by sufficient independent consideration to which the undersigned are parties, 

and shall run with the land and shall be binding upon the undersigned, their successors 

and assigns, and the same shall be recorded in the office of the County Clerk and 

Recorder of Yellowstone County, Montana. 

 

 The real property hereinabove mentioned is more particularly described as 

follows: 

 

 Thomas L. Altman 

 

 Signed and dated this _____ day of ________________, 20__. 

 

      Subdivider/Owner 

      __________________________________ 

 

STATE OF MONTANA ) 

    : ss 

County of Yellowstone ) 

 

 On this ____ day of _________________, 20__, before me, a Notary Public in 

and for the State of Montana, personally appeared ____________________________, 

who executed the forgoing instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the 

same. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEROF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my Notarial 

Seal the day and year hereinabove written. 

 

     ________________________________________ 

     Notary Public in and for the State of Montana 

      

Printed name: ___________________________ 

     Residing in Billings, Montana 

     My commission expires: __________________ 

 







































































































































   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 7.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Alternatives Inc. FY26 Annual Report
Submitted By: Erika Guy

TOPIC:
Alternatives Inc. FY26 Annual Report

BACKGROUND:
NA

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss



   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion 1.        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: Board Recommendation
Submitted By: Erika Guy

TOPIC:
Board Recommendation - Anne Holub to the Yellowstone Art Museum Board

BACKGROUND:
4 applicants applied for the open seat. The YAM Board of Trustees is recommending Anne Holub to fill
the seat. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Discuss

Attachments
Anne Ross 
Elyssa Leininger 
Anne Holub 
Susan Sullivan 



Anne Ross (406) 599-8969

640 Washington St.

Billings MT 59101

Artist, Administrator/electrical contractor

thelightbloomer@gmail.com

Yellowstone Art Museum board

I have a Bachelor's of Fine Arts from Montana State University Bozeman, and a work 
history in management, human resources and business administration. I am able to 
understand the cultural impacts of the arts as well as the tough, decision making 
process it takes to run a successful organization on a limited budget. I have lived over 
half of my life in Billings and have seen the direct impact that our cultural centers have 

I want to serve on this board to be able to ensure the mission of the Yellowstone Art 
Museum is successfully executed today and well into the future. I want to help the YAM
 bring art into the lives of our next generations as an expressive alternative to 
engaging in illegal behaviors related to the tumultuous risk taking tendencies of 
adolescence and young adulthood. I want people of all walks of life to know that art is 

Our art museum is the only nationally accredited art museum in the state, and it is 
important that we continue to uphold the highest standards to ensure the rich culture of 
Montana is acknowledged and respected both nationally and internationally.

04/22/2026









































   
B.O.C.C Thursday Discussion        
Meeting Date: 06/04/2026  
Title: CLOSED: Claims- Altwine, Kechanin 
Submitted For:  Melissa Williams, Deputy County Attorney 
Submitted By: Melissa Williams, Deputy County Attorney

TOPIC:
CLOSED: Claims Altwine, Kechanin 

BACKGROUND:
CLOSED

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Agenda Item 
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