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on left wall across from elevator 3rd floor
Sign Type:
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Sign Type: .
in hallway left of elevators 3rd floor, by courtrooms
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in hall to right of elevators 3rd floor
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MONTANA AVENUE AND NORTH BROADWAY (1950s)
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A NEW COURTHOUSE FOR A NEW ERA

Completed in 1958, the Yellowstane County Courthouse marked a turning paint in civic
architecture for Billings. It replaced the 1505 Romanesque Revival courthouse that once
stood at the southwest comer of the block, only 14% inches from the footprint of the
new structure. Planning for a replacement had begun as early as the mid-1940s, but the
project faced early challenges. When bids opened in 1956, costs exceeded the budpet
by roughly $500,000, prompting a redesign from a steel-frame to a reinforced-concrete
structure before the project could move forward. Even so, the courthouse became the
largest single construction project in Billings in 1957, uitimately completed at a cost of
$2 million—a fitting milestone for County’s 75th anni Y.

Standing 109 feet tall and 140 feet long, the h was d of Mi

agate granite and combined madern construction methods with symbalic continuity.
The half-ton bell and clock from the 1905 courthouse were carefully relocated to the
new building, preserving a tangible link to the community's past. Construction was not
without difficulties: fires, dedays, and warker injuries complicated the demolition of the
old courthouse and ion of the site, ing the scale and lexity of
the undertaking.

Upon opening, the courthouse was celebrated not only for its striking modern design
but also for its forward-looking amenities. It housed the most accurate clock in
Billings—an edectric timepiece synchronized by radio signals from the U.5. Naval
Observatory—as well as conveniences aimed at improving public comfort, including a
ladies” bounge, a balby-bottle-warming room, and a public coffee shop. These features
reflected both the technological optimism and the community-orented values that
shaped Yellowstane County during the post-war period.

sl

POST-WAR EXPANSION

In the decades following Woeld War 11, Billings experienced some of the most dramatic
growth in its histary. The city’s population surged by 73 percent between 1940 and 1950,
and by 1960 it had more than doubled from its prewar size, This boom mirrared national
trends as returning veterans, expanding families, and new economic oppartunities
fueled rapid development. Subdivisions, shopping districts, schools, churches, medical
clinics, and office buildings emerged to serve a community that was growing in both

size and complexity.

Mantana's largest cities felt this demand with particular intensity. After nearly
twenty-five years of economic stagnation, the state faced a significant shortage of
modern facilities and infrastructure. The post-war era brought a wave of investment
that reshaped communities across Montana—visible in the expansion of the university
system, major additions to state government facilities in Helena, and prominent civic
buildings such as the Yellowstone County Courthouse and the United States Courthouse
in Billings, These projects signaled the arrival of a new economic era and addressed
long-standing needs for updated public services and community amenities,

This pesiod also marked a turning point in Montana's architectural character as
architects began to embrace modern materials, construction technologies, and design
philosophies that emphasized openness, connection to the outdoors, and more efficient
internal arganization. Buildings of the past-war era—whether schoals, civic centers,

i values of progress, functionality,

or p

and community. Their forms and details reflected not just grawth, but a belief that
architecture could support new ways of living, working. and interacting in a rapidly
changing world.

to right of main entrance 1st floor

THE ARCHITECT

Chandler Carroll Cohagen (1889-1386) helped shape the architectural character of
Billings and communities across Montana. Born in Pierson, lowa, he studied at the
University of Michigan College of Architecture, where he eamed the prestigious AlA
schoal medal and co-founded the national architectural fraternity Alpha Rho Chi.
After early partnerships, Cohagen established his own practice in Billings in 1935,
later working under several firm names as his reputation grew. His portfolio ranged
from New Deal—era Public Warks Administration projects to complex civic, medical,
educational, and cultural commissions. Over the course of his long career, he produced
mare than 350 documented sets of drawings—now preserved in the Montana State
University archives—spanning projects from 1907 through 1971

Cohagen's architectural legacy includes some of Montana's most recognizable buildings:
Masanic Grand Lodge in Helena (1935, below), Billings City Hall (1940), the Deaconess
Hospital (1950), the Yellowstone County Courthouse (1958), the Mantana Governor's
Mansion in Helena (1958), and Central Christian College [1961). He also guided major
renovations of the Billings YMCA in the 19305 and went on 1o serve as the organization’s
president for three decades, reflecting his lifelong commitment to civic life. Known for
blending utility with beauty, Cohagen favored warm interior tones, thoughtful detailing,
and distinctive features that made his buildings both functional and welcoming,

Beyond his buslt work, Cohagen influenced generations of architects and students.

He taught at the University of Michigan, lectured at the College of Montana, and was
deeply engaged in professional and ¢ i izations. Through his design
leadership, public service, and enduring body of work, Chandler C. Cohagen left a lasting
imprint on Montana's architectural hesitage and on the people and institutions he served.

THE RISE OF MODERNISM

Architectural ism emerged in the mid ieth century as designers around
the warld embraced new ideas about function, technology. and aesthetics. Rather than
drawing an historical styles, modernist architects embraced forms that reflected
contemporary life—simple volumes, clean lines, and an emphasis on rational

ization. In institutional and ial buildings ially, ornament was
minimized or eliminated, Instead, the materials themselves—glass, concrete, stone,
and metal—provided the building’s character through their natural colors, textures,
and precise detailing.

The post-war era accelerated these shifts as naw technologies and construction
methods became widely available. Aluminum, once reserved for wartime manufacturing,
became an inexpensive and abundant material for window frames, curtain walls, and
exterior detailing. Its light weight. durability, and metallic sheen made it synonymous
with mid-century building design and a hallmark of the modern aesthetic. Other common
features inchuded broad horizontal ribbon windaws, strong bilateral symmetry, and a
close relationship to the ground plane, with many buildings sited divectly at grade rather
than following traditiona stepped or elevated approaches.

Madernist busldings also expressed changing social values. Their open, flexible interiors,
generous daylighting, and streamlined forms conveyed a sense of progress and optimism
appropeiate 10 a rapidly growing and evolving society. Whether applied 1o civic structures,
schools, offices, or cultural institutions, archi i P a break
from the past and a confident embrace of the future,

! oo v

ADAPTING FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW

Since its opening in 1958, the County C: has a steady
progression of updates to address changing technologies, administrave needs,

and public expectations. In the mid-century decades, work focused primarily on
behind-the-scenes improvements—mechanical upgrades, electrical modernization,
and HVAC enhancements that supported the grawing scope of county operations.
Interior office spaces werne reconfigured multiple times to adapt to new departmental
layouts, while the exterior remained largely unchanged, thanks to Chandler Cohagen's
durable materials and restrained modernist design.

By the late twentieth century, the courthouse faced many of the challenges common
to aging civic buildings: cutdated systems, ibility limitations, and i angly
crowded affices. A major renovation campaign in the 19905 and early 20005 addressed
these issues comprehensively. Historic public areas were restored, inchuding original
woodwork and mid-century details; building-wide electrical, mechanical, data, and
fire-suppression systems were upgraded; and significant ADA improvements were
made, including enhanced elevator service and ramp access. Preservation work
stabilized and cleaned the sandstone fagade and window assemblies. To relieve
ongaing space pressures, a new courthouse annex—completed in the early 2000s—
allowed the historic structure to retain mare of its architectural character while

e modemn administrative needs.

In 2026, the first three floors were renovated to create a more holistic plan for the
entire courthouss building to meet county needs naw and inta the future. The building
needed flexibility for judges, as they are appointed by the state and the number
fluctuates. The new design maximized the judges’ quarters while also enlarging the
courtrooms for better safety and circulation. The first floor lobby spaces were renovated
to ease wayfinding and celebrate the original finish materials
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on right wall of west lobby entrance

THE JAMES WEBB MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN

On March 24, 1908, Yellowstone County's Sheriff James Webb was shot and
killed on a ranch near Roundup while attempting to apprehend a man wanted
for stealing horses in Wyoming.

Sherrif Webb's funeral was attended by more than 2,500 people, and every
business in Billings closed for the service. In 1909, his life and sacrifice was
honored with the first memorial for a fallen citizen of Yellowstone County—
a public drinking fountain on the corner of 2nd Avenue and 27th Street
that remains today.

Excerpt from dedication remarks by County Attormey Wilson:

“To the memory of James T. Webb, we dedicate this fountain. May it prove
- as enduring as the hills from which its granite is taken; may its waters be
| as pure and as wholesome as the influence of him for whom it is named;
. and may its mission prove as useful and helpful as the life of the man
wha is gone.

Standing in the shadow of the courthouse which witnessed the closing
scenes of this boy's life work, may it serve to simulate us all to the
performance of our full duty to ourselves, our country, and our fellow men.
Thus may it accomplish the manifold purpose for which it is designed, and
when the generations yet to come shall gaze upon his monument and read
the name which is carved there-on, may it serve as an incentive to follow
the footsteps and practice the virtues of James T. Webb.”
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Sign Type: transaction lobby 1st floor for Justice Court

5203 Court House and Commercial Club Building, Billings, Moni.

Y-L1-1 s -

1930s BA-H1485
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Sign Type: transaction lobby 1st floor for Justice Court
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to left of west lobby entrance 1st floor
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Sign Type: to left of west lobby entrance 1st floor
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- NEW AND OLD YELLOWSTONE COUNTY COURTHOUSES (1958) ,
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in 2nd floor waiting room 200A right of elevator

Sign Type:

Y-L2-1
27TH STREET AND MONTANA AVENUE (EARLY 1900s)

YCC Artwork Approval 13



Sign Type: in 2nd floor waiting room 200A to the right of elevator

Y- L2-2 |\ NORTH BROADWAY AND 2ND AVENUE (EARLY 1900s)

BABCOCK
| THEATRE |
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district court civil office 2nd floor room 208
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district court civil office 2nd floor room 208
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Sign Type:

Y-L2-5

hallway 2nd floor left of elevator by District Attorney

AFITTING CELEBRATION FOR LAW DAY U.S.A.

In 1958, President Dwight D. Eisenhower
established Law Day as a day of national
reflection on the principles of government
under law. While the first Law Day was
observed nationally on May 1, the city of
Billings postponed its celebrations to
coincide with with the dedication of the
new Yellowstone County Courthouse.

Local businesses, law offices, and members
of the community sponsored the publication
of souvenir booklet to commemorate the
building's dedication, enlarged and
reproduced here. The cover image below
shows the original size of the booklet.

LAW

Freedom's  First [undamental

In a free soclety, where Individual liberty Is paramount, justice 18 che cor=
nerstenc. Lews are the building blocks of its firs foundation.

Lav Day, U.5.A., is a day proclained by President Elsenhower as a time for

111 r\nniuns o !o:lu attention on the fact that the rule cf law provides an un-

of both iadi id L and propecty rights, Protectlon of these
rights ig what hag contributed to the growth and greatoess of America. Such an
observance also affords cltizens an opportunity to freshen thelr awareness of
those rights and orivileges they enjoy by reason of this country's system of laws
and courts,

Lav Day wae cbeerved across the nation om May 1, In Billlngs, however, the
pending dedication of this building gave Teason to postpone the observance. Mayor
Earle Keight officially set the date as Jume 20 and appointed o committee repre-
senting groups throughout the city to arrange appropriate ceremonies.

those taking special interest in the observance are members of the Yel-
lowstone Courty Bar Asscclation. They have closed law offices today and serve as
guldes for teurs of the building., Billings Lodge Wo. 3% of the Benewolent and
Protective Order of Elks slso has coupled ics Flag Day cbeervance with Law Day by
:Tl|§ dnm{(ioﬂ on June 1% of American flags for each of the courtrooms and the cut-
side pole,

Chief Justice Janes T. Harviscm of the Montana Supreme Court will deliver the
btuilding dedicarion speech and discuss the significance of Law Day. Associate Su-
preme  Court justices also have been dnvited and are expected to be presenc. The
working Eroeunl of your courts will be explained by Distriet Judges and other
county officers will be on hand to outline the duties of their departments.

As cltizens In a country founded on law, It is wise to develop an swareness
of the decisions of the ccurts. Even if a persom mever engages in litigation,
these deciglons influence his Life. Knowledge of these decisioms helps one to re-
meaber that while justice is not vindictive, it must be exacting for the purpose
of preserving harmony that is necessacy in the framework of a free scclety,

The importance of Law Day and its meaning to all Americans has been stressed
by a great many ourstanding men and women across the nation. Billings is fortun-
ate to have azong Lts residents a man who has been president of the American EBar
Association and now serves as a United States District Judge, William J. Jameson.
He commented on the observance:

"Lt is most appropriate o observe Law Day, U.3.A., in the dedication of Yel-
lowstome County's new courthouse.  Law Day i the baste Lndividual righta
guarantesd by our Constitution, and the role of law in cur nation's growth and
progress. I reminds us alsc of our obligation to teach respect for law and suth-
willy wed v pevewse the sEficlent sdalolstration of justies. Ouwr fims mow ssure-
house, with Lts modern court facilities, 1is evidence of our falth In the rule of
law."

‘THIS DEDICATION DAY DIFECTORY AND SOUVENIR DOOXLET -- A CIVIC

<|P TURE TO THE PEOPLE OF YELLOWSTONE COUNTY -- WAS MADE POS-
THROUGH SPONSORSHIF BY INDIVIDUALS, FIRME AND GROUPS

Ue'vf‘x AT THE BOTTOM OF RACH PAOE. N0 PUBLIC FUNDE WERE

Yellowstone County Bar Association
First Federal Savings & Loan Association
Security Savings & Loan Association
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks, No. 394

“When we build let us think that we build forever.
Let it not be for present delight nor for present use alone.
Let it be such work as our descendants will thank us for,
and let us think, as we lay stone on stone, that a time is
to come when those stones will be sacred because our
hands have touched them, and that men will say as they
look upon the labor and wrought substance of them, ‘see
this our fathers did for us." ” —  John Ruskin

Commissioners
Ben Hagerman, C. H. Barney and Fred C. Plath

The Yellowstone Banks, Laurel and Columbus
Farmers State Bank, Worden

That We May Continue to Grow...

1f any ooe day can be singled out as the mest isporrant in the course of atte=pts to
provide a new county courthouss acequate to house all offices asd still previde space
future expansion, that dav may well be April 5, 1956,

Untll thes, whbes cosnly cvsmlssloseis smmounced plans o go abead and consiruel am
eight-story building, there was & possibility a smaller structure t be raised.

A perplening situation had developed., Momey svallable totaled $1,500,000 -- a bomd
igsue approved by voters ralsed 31,125,000 and che rest was os hand frem the sale of tax
desd landa.  Cedll, amount vas dnsdequate to build eight flosrs asd complete  them
for occupancy. And prospects for anothe: bemd Lssue were g

With the money at hasd, and an optimistic look ac future financiag ,numnnn..r the
county board decided to keep plans for eight floors but finigh only as many of the iovels
ar available funds would permit.

At the time of the decilsion, it was thought only two or three floors could be finished.
By dedication day, however, all county offices except the jail were able to be moved inte
the bullding., The investacnt of bond dssus monoy mot lmmcdlatoly beimg uwied and the trana-
Lex of surplus soney from the geoeral fund made it possible to [lelsh the flrst, second,
TIFEh and S1XEN TLGOTS. The DASEMMNT 1§ VITTuAlly completed and the thiTd [locT 18 pat=
tially occupled. Only the fourth, mth and eighth levels are still in vough stage. It
was planned frca the start to leave fourth cpen for future growth asd the wee top lev-
@ls will pventuslly house all eounty jail facilitiss.

On dedication day, the cost of the building was gbout $2,000,000,

Reoftop alr eonditioner.

Power to glve & speedy life,

C. B. Lauch Construction Company
Midland Plumbing & Heating Company
Curley-Naylor Electric Company
Lohof Brothers Company W, P, Fuller & Company
Industrial Equipment Company

YCC Artwork Approval 17




Sign Type:

Y-L2-5 CONT.

Timetable:

March 1556, ..... Peticions placed in elreulation calling for construction
of mew county courthouse

July 20, 1954, Voters approve 51,125, DIID bend issue,

5‘*00 00, sold.
First construction bids ownd, rejected a8 being in ex-

Acg. 27, L1656......5econd sot of blde opened, sccepted and comtracts let,
Sept. 12, 1936......Construction started with nuumlb:ukln: ceremony .

July 17, 1957......Remalning $625,000 of bend dssue sold

Jene 20, 1538...... Building oecupisd except for jail and dedicated to public

Chandler C. Cohagin Loners, Sctrosbe & Johnson
Archicect Supesvising Architects

C.B. Lauch Comstructiom Co. Midland Plumbing & Heating Co.
Curley-Marylor Electric Co. oels Elevator Co.

King Warehouse & Storage Company
Baker Transfer & Storage Company
Montana Steel & Supply Co., Inc.
Selby Re-Print Co. Stanley H. Arkwright, Inc.

hallway 2nd floor left of elevator by District Attorney

Insice the clock. A fated pigeon roost.

Reichert Tile Company Concrete Produets Co,, Inc.

FIRST-FLOOR:

Terrasec flooss that can withstand an steznity
of tremping comnlemont Italisn marblo walls in the
street-Llevel lobby..... White space above the marble
eventually will be filled wicth colorful oursls de-
plcting county historical events......0ffices pet-
ting heavy peblic use are located on this floor....
The Lobby holds public telephones, E£lanking an cl-
ectric clock that will be the most accurate in the
eity (radio beams frem the U.S.Mavel Observatory at
Baltlwote, Md., keep all courthouse clocks at the

oxact 8a00nd)..uss Public restrooms include s lounge
area for weary downtown lady shoppers, plus a spor
where Daby's botile can be warsed...... Glassed=1n

baleoniss abeve all officse oxcopt the Commdssion
ers" provide much extra work Toom.
Indians im the marble?

Clerk & Recorder Chris Rubich and Staff
Assessor T. A. Cothron and Staff
Treasurer Allan Parson and Staff
Sheriff Roy R. Stewart and Staff

Abstract Guaranty Company
Automatic Voting Machine Corp., Jamestown, N.Y.

t

_l

R | D
NOTOR-T LYS

T el -

PUBLIC-HEALTH ¢

.Ii\l..‘],—_l' -

S

SECOND-TLOOR:

1

easy reach s

patrons ¢
vate cubicles.

For the coffee break.

Superintendent of Schools T. E. Pemberton and Staff
Auditor Helen Delano and Staff
Coroner Mel Boice Midland Title Company
Courthouse Coffee Shop
County Health Department

Yellowstone County Extension Staff
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Y-L2-5 CONT.

hallway 2nd

BLI-EH;

RECLASSIFICT

*oon to expand.

Surveyor Jack Mueller and Staff
Midland Empire Fair
City - County Planning Board
Midland Production Credit Association
Lloyd Lockrem Excavating Contractor
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floor left of elevator by District Attorney

More Than Wood and Stone

This building, vtoo, was built for the future. A future that developed far
beyond even the wildest dreams of many forward-looking individuals who attend-
ed its dedication in 1503, It served well for many years until the whirlwind
of progress brought about a demand for expansion.

Yer this building has been involved in the lives of almost every person in
the county that it has served. Each has had a share in its ewmership. It has
housed records of momentous occasions in the lives of Individuals.

It is in public buildings such as this whore accounts are preserved, both
for posterity and immediate public inspection =-- when a man is bornm, when he
becomes of age, about the home he buys, when he marries and when he dies.

Time must take its tell. Buildings like =en cannot escape ir. Its long
service commands remembrance even though it is about to be erased forever from
its place of promingnce in the heart of a growing community.

Carpenter Paper Company of Billings

Billings Board of Realtors

Billings Board of Insurors

F. B. “Red” Welsh - Insurance
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Y-L2-6 hallway 2nd floor right of elevator by District Court

The Billings Gazetie Ty Apet 5,103 Thye Billings Gazette Frtey.May 8,908
READ ALL ABOUT IT IN THE GAZETTE o D : A e G o R S A %
MO Bines DONOVAN- McCORMICK CO.'S | [ LOCAL AhD PERONAL | o i R

Two Rules for Success |

1. el Basy
e

The Billings Gazette was established in —
1885 when The Billings-Coulson Post and
The Billings Herald were consolidated into
a single newspaper. The Herald had been
founded by Edward Bromley and Alexander
Devine in 1882, and the Post was created
when JD Matheson purchased and moved
The Coulson Post to Billings the same year.

First Display of

“|Spring and Summer Togs

Comse and inspect the new thinge. All the cwell
metropalitan Styles are hiere i duphicats. but witliom
the big prices you would be esked clacwhers,

Suits, Topcoats, Hats, Shirts and Gloves, ==

Shoes, Neckwear, Hosiery and Underwear, “You can get it at Chapple’s™

sbobewe®
R GROMING
OF BEET SEED

THE HESPER FuiM

In June 1959, the Anaconda Copper
Mining Company sold the Gazette to its
current owner—Lee Enterprises.

‘The Shee Department,
For Men, Wamen,
and Children.

W ask puntiulas sbieubon

During more than a century of publication,
the Gazette has established itself as the
largest paper in the state. With circulation
spanning southeast Montana and northern
Wyoming, the Gazette is also geographically
one of the most widely distributed
newspapers in the United States.

AN ARRESTED FOR
PASSING B CINEOKS |-

LIKES OUR POTATOES

8. AND M. FFICALS
WILL VST MLLINGY

* FINE DRIVING AND
* DRAFT HORSES HE

As some of the most important public
buildings and largest construction projects
of their respective eras, both Yellowstone
County Courthouses naturally garnered
plenty of news coverage. A selection of
stories from 1902 to 1959 are reproduced
here, along with their full page spreads for
added historical context.
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hallway 2nd floor right of elevator by District Court

Y-L2-6 CONT.
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Sign Type

hallway 2nd floor right of elevator by District Court

Y-L2-6 CONT.

Friday, January 1o, 1958

The Billings Gazette

'mhh&‘m‘ oy Masin With Rocky Shadents |

n._. i

_M_____

i

14 e

e

Mural Project

.

T
“_.MF_ m. .E
ikt {lisit

: ; h M_Eh:
hmm__.__qw,._m_

__._“_m

it ¢

._-_J _._...._
_“_ﬁ.“%. “

LY

54" SERV-I-CENTER

PRICE CUT DAI
LAST 2 DAYS

1 B
il ___
il

u___ ”

PACS | FLIGHT PANTS | Basbir belaie

gnfmae  ge|EEE

Thursday, January 13, 1958

The Billings Gazette

T
w_m, ._ u_w‘_ r.__

e .____...m__,__“

n_.. _-_._a HH

T &
S W E
s B o 7
> - £
el | =}
s L8 :
3> ;
S ot g
TR g
-1 wllh mm :
a ey SR
i qyISih
, | gl
H g 1) ©
=gE ¥ .mw—mm
HEH T...hm

Surday. January 1. 1358

The Billings Gazette

. ﬂ m_ﬁu

NOW'!
500 New
Pri

=

M i R
m_m..m_w_a i il e ok

._____MM_.E n.._ Hir i T __m__w..: Hil

in
ROUND!

Penney’s
RONDO

GO

i rﬁw:“

: m_“zm: i
™ W%Mﬁtmmm

1F
i

YCC Artwork Approval 22



Sign Type

hallway 2nd floor right of elevator by District Court

Y-L2-6 CONT.

The Billings Gazette

Tuesday, Febuary I7. 1959
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Sign Type: lobby in front of 3rd floor elevators

Y-L3-1 I 28th Street, Billings, Mont.
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Sign Type: lobby in front of 3rd floor elevators
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Sign Type:

Y-L3-3, Y-L3-4, lobby in front of 3rd floor elevators, right wall

& Y-L3-5
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As local transportation facilities reach these va-
rlous undeveloped felds, as the immense tracts of
land are irrigated through government ald, is it too
much to predict for Billings, the natural commercisl
center of this vast region. a future population of
50000 souls? Many citles have grown lnrger with
much fewer possibilities.

Already we have fourteen dally passenger trains,
The Billings freight yards of the Northern Pacific

and Burlington railroads have the largest trackage
of any city between St Paul and Portland.

There are branch lines (o Red Lodge, to Bridger
and to Cody, Wyoming.

The Billings-Great Falls branch of the Burling
tom route has made finnl survey, and the prospects
for an extension of the Bridger branch of the North-
ern Pacific rallway to the bBear Creek coal felds and
to the Cooke Clity mining district are good.

The wholesale busizess that has grown up in
Billings was an inevitable resalt of these conditions.
Already ome jobbing house pays about §50,000 in an.
nual freights, while the others are handling goods in
almost equal amounts. The same great area of com:
sumers that has developed the wholesale trade of
Blllings makes the retall trade conditions equally
effective, so that all classes of products, in increas-
ing quantities, are constantly passing from producer
or merchant to consumer.

Correspondingly the Billings markets are open
to the products of these nelghboring enterprises.

Nearly 15,000,000 pounds of wool pass through the im-
mense warehouses of the two railroads every year,
making this city the greatest primary wool market in
the world. Six thousand head of horses were ahipped
from hore during the year 1904, Cattle and sheep
marketed here and at Yellowstons county points last
year aggregate several bundred thousand head.

The large stock yards of the Northern Pacific
and Burlington are oftem crowded to their full ea-
pacity by these heavy shipments, and not Infre
quently are they unable to furnish sufclont accom:
modations for all.

POSTOFFICE STATISTICS.

The postoffice at Billings ranks higher in im-
portance among the postoMices in the state than the
population of the ety and the class of the offiee in.
dicate, It Is the headquarters of eleven postal clerks
who are pald out of the revenues of the ofice. It
is the distributing office for twenty fourth-class of-
e located on star routes, and is the hesdquarters
of one of the best equipped and best maintained rural
tes in the service. This route is twenty-six miles
long and delivers mail daily to over 600 patroms liv-

is located at an important junction point and the
terminal of several postal routes the Billings office

handles over 30,000 transit reglsters annually. Butte,
an office in the first class and with o splendld equip
ment, I8 the only office In the state handling more
transit reglstors than Billings.

The following will indicate the amount of busl-
mess transacted in the postofice at Billings during
the year ending December 21, 1904:

Postal receipts ... o=
Domestic money ordors jssued., ,
Forelgn money orders Issued
Fees on maney orders
Domestic money orders paid.
Faorelgn money orders paid..

-§ 15,182.65
88,696.03

Tatal volume of money order business. §15

Articles recelved at window for registration... 4,44%
Registered artlcles recelved for loeal distribu-

thom . reareaes
Special delivery letters dispatched. ..

325
Special delivery lotters recolved for local de-
livery .. . big

There |s o favorable cpportunity here for othes
manufactures slong various lines. The Yellowstons
river bas a fall of ten feet to the mile, with an un,
limited volume of water. Steaming coal of the fine
est quality can be laid down for $1.50 to $2.50 per
ton. Coke Is & nearby product. Every advantage be
offered to manufactorles along the following lines:

A custom smelter, woolen mill, starch factory (pe-
tatoes), plckle factory and canning plant, tannery
(sheep and goat rugs) and an oat meal mill,

A supertor quality of sandstone les at our Joors.
The quantity is inexhaostible. The finest brick man-
ufactured in the West Is a product of our local brick
yards, .

A census of the city was taken last summer,
wanen by actual count the population was ascertained
to be 5447, Owing to rogpecuve opening of
over & million acres of the Crow Indian reservation
to the by of the
Huntly flats lying contiguous to the city, the estab-
tishment of o beet sugar factory, with the consequent
opening of & new and extremely lucrative industry
for farmers. and with & number of other enterprises

in prospect, it s confidently expected that a rapid
increase of population will oceur this year. Hun-
dreds of letters from all parts of the Uniied States
and Canada, requesting information concerning Bil-
lings and the surrounding country, are being recelved
by business men of the city, and with the opening of
spring there will be & mighty influx of settlors, look
ing for o new locatlon with a view of bettering tueir
condition.

Citizenskip.

The citizenship of Billings embraces a large pro-
portion of cultured and intelligent people, being
chiefly composed of mative American, and the most
degirable peaple of foreign birth. Thers are no
“foreign colonles.”

Former citizens of nearly every state in the
Union here unlte in & cosmopolitan population that
seems to develop the best eloments of each Individual.

You are welcome here. If you come to build a
home you will recelve a hearty greeting. It you de
sire to take advantage of some of Billings’ commer
cial possibilities you will be kindly received and
conrteously informed concerning every material in-
terest In and around the eity. Mr. Henry White,
Billings, Montana, secretary of the Commerelal Com-

mitte of the Eillings club will gladly answer any in-
quiries whether made in person or by letter. The
various basiness interests represented In our adver-
tising columns will also answer any inquirles not
nlone concerning their particular business, bat in
lines pertaining to the general Interests of this city.
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