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MONTANA YELLOWSTONE COUNTY  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 
The Yellowstone County Public Works Department is comprised of four divisions: the 
Administration Division, the Road & Bridge Division, the Junk Vehicle Division, and the 
Noxious Weed Division. 
 
Mission Statement: 
Our mission is to manage the County’s transportation infrastructure, junk vehicle disposal, and 
noxious weed control in the most cost-effective manner possible.  The Public Works 
Department is managed by a Director who is appointed by and reports to the Yellowstone 
County Board of Commissioners.  The Director is responsible for all operations, programs, and 
services provided by the department, while the Board of County Commissioners retains 
ultimate authority over the management of all county roads. 
 
What We Do: 
The Public Works Department evaluates the efficiency and quality with which various 
departmental services are provided.  This includes setting administrative policies and 
procedures, long-term planning, development reviews, permitting, inspection of driveway 
construction by private citizens, administering budget and Capitol Improvement requests, 
managing divisional and personal functions, and coordinating activities with other departments 
and governmental agencies. 
You may find out more about Yellowstone County Public Works Department by going to 
https://www.yellowstonecountymt.gov/publicworks/. 
  

https://www.yellowstonecountymt.gov/publicworks/
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YELLOWSTONE COUNTY ROAD POLICIES 
 
I. DEFINITIONS 
 
AASHTO: American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. 
 
ADT: Average Daily Traffic. 
 
ALLEY: Minor rights-of-way which are used primarily for vehicular service access to the back 
or the side of properties otherwise abutting on a street. 
 
BRIDGE: A structure spanning and providing passage over a waterway, railroad or other 
obstacle. 
 
CATTLE GUARD: A device placed in a road bed which effectively prevents travel of cattle 
across it, usually consisting of horizontal bars with spaces between. 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: The governing body of Yellowstone County. 
 
COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR: Performs the duties of the County Road & Bridge 
Superintendent as defined in Section 7-4-2812, Montana Code Annotated.  
 
CULVERT: A structure designed for passage of water, pedestrians, animals and/or vehicles 
under a roadway or driveway. 
 
DEDICATION: The deliberate appropriation of land by an owner for any general and public 
use reserving to himself no rights which are incompatible with the full exercise and enjoyment 
of the public uses to which the property has been devoted.  
 
EASEMENT: A grant by a property owner to specific persons or to the public to use land for 
a specific purpose or purposes, in which said property owner agrees not to build, create or 
construct or permit to be built, created or constructed, any obstruction, building, engineering 
works or other structures over, under or that would interfere with said use. 
 
ESAL: Equivalent of Single Axle Load. 
H15, HS 15, HS 20, H20: These are design loads of various magnitudes and configurations 
which are used in structural design calculations for roads and bridges. Specific information is 
available in various design references. 
 
MCA: Montana Code Annotated 
 
MDT: Montana Department of Transportation. 
 
PLAT: A graphical representation of a subdivision showing the division of land into lots, 
parcels, blocks, streets, and alleys and other divisions and dedications. 
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PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER: As defined under Section 37-67-101(9), Montana Code 
Annotated. 
 
ROADWAY: That portion of a road, including back slope, roadside ditch, fore slope, and 
shoulders, for vehicular use. 
 
RURAL SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (RSID): A legal taxing authority that can 
raise funds in specific areas for specific improvements and on-going maintenance 
 
COUNTY ROADS: Any and all roads, streets, highways, alleys, ways or paths established as 
follows: 

A. Those approved by resolution of the County Commissioners as a result of the 
petition process, 

B. Those created through plat dedication and approval of said plat by Board of 
County Commissioners, 

C. Those taken by the County through condemnation, 
D. Those taken by the County through prescription as declared by a final court 

order, 
E. Those existing through recorded deeds accepted by the County Commissioners 

through resolution, 
F. Those transferred by the Montana Department of Transportation to the County, 

and accepted by the County Commissioners, 
G. Those accepted by the County as a public easement. 

 
TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES: For the purpose of this document, the term Traffic Control 
Device shall include all of, but shall not be limited to, the following: 

A. Street Name Signs 
B. Regulatory Signs 
C. Warning Signs 
D. Pavements Markings 
E. Channelization 
F. Traffic Signals 
G. Guard Rails 

 
UTILITY: Means the following: telephone, natural gas, electricity, water, sewer, cable, and 
telecommunications.  
 
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY: For the purpose of this document, Yellowstone County refers to 
Yellowstone County Public Works Department, unless otherwise specified. 
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II. DEFINITIONS AND CREATION OF COUNTY ROADS 
 
PUBLIC ROAD 
Definition: Includes all kinds of public ways including interstate highways, state highways, 
county roads and city streets.  Different public roads are under the jurisdiction of different 
public entities. 
 
PRIVATE ROAD 
Definition: Private roads are created between and among private individuals.  These roads may 
be created by a document conveying a use right, by private prescriptive use or private fee 
ownership. If the interest is created by a grant of a use right in a document, the document should 
state clearly whether the use right can be further expanded without the consent of the parties to 
the original document of conveyance. Private roads are also further defined in MCA 61-8-
102(s). 
 
METHODS OF CREATING PUBLIC ROADS 

• Dedication: The voluntary appropriation of land for any general or public use. 
 Two types of dedication: 

• Statutory- Montana Subdivision and Platting Act 
• Common Law dedication- Recognized in Montana if a person evidences his 

intention to donate to the public, and the public accepts that donation in reliance 
upon his actions, conduct or silence is estopped from taking back his land. 

• Deed Reservations and exceptions can be considered a form of common law dedication.  
 
TERMS USED SYNONYMOUSLY BUT DIFFERENT MEANING IN COMMON LAW 

• Creation of road by petition: Statutory procedure found at MCA 7-14-2601 through 
2621 and includes the establishing, altering and abandoning of county roads. 
 Roads created by condemnation: Arises from the right of eminent domain. Eminent 
domain is defined in MCA 70-30-10 as the right of the State to take private property for 
public use. The right to take the property is subject to the constitutional requirement 
that private property cannot be taken for public use without compensation. 
 

• Creation of public roads by prescription: All elements of prescriptive use must be 
proven to in order for the public to acquire a road by prescription. The use of the road 
must be CONTINUOUS AND UNINTERRUPTED BY THE PUBLIC, in a manner 
which is ADVERSE to ASSERTION OF CONTROL by the local authorities, and over 
a fixed and definite course, for a period of at least five consecutive years. 
 

• Private Prescriptive easements may also exist: These property rights accrue to a private 
party and extend no public use rights. Both public and private prescriptive easements 
may only be established by the order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 
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SOME ROADS ARE CREATED PURSUANT TO FEDERAL LAW 
Roads created by a federal agency for the purpose of managing federally controlled land, such 
as forest development lands.  Subject to the complete control of the federal agency, the Public’s 
right to use the roads is subject to the complete management authority of the federal agency 
which opened the road.  Limited State authority may be exerted over federal lands by the State 
in the name of the police power found at MCA 61-8-112. Forest development roads are subject 
to the State traffic laws and highway patrol and county sheriff may investigate accidents and 
issue citations enforcing Montana traffic laws. 37 A.G. Op. No. 9 held that traffic laws include 
parking, moving and safety regulations.  
 
ABANDONMENT OF ROADS 
Montana statutes provide that once established, county roads must continue to be county roads 
until abandonment by: 

A. Operation of law; 
B. Judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction; or  
C. Order of the board of county commissioners. For an order to be valid it must be 

preceded by notice and public hearing. 
Montana statutes establish elements of the Petition and establish a public hearing process. 
The county commissioners may limit or forbid, temporarily, any traffic or class of traffic on 
county roads of any part thereof when it is necessary to preserve or repair the roads MCA 7-
14-2127. 
 
CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC ROADS OTHER THAN THROUGH SUBDIVISION 
PROCESS 
The construction of petitioned or dedicated public roads other than through the subdivision 
process is governed by Resolution No. 12-38 attached as Addendum #6. 
 
III. FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION 
 
Functional classification is a means by which roads can be segregated into types according to 
the function they provide in the transportation network. The two purposes which roads serve 
are access and mobility. The properly designed road network provides a continuum of efficient 
travel through the functional classification types from the origin of the trip to the destination. 
The general three categories of roads in the functional classification system are arterials, 
collectors, and locals. The functional classification will be classified by Yellowstone County 
in applicable instances. The classification of roads used by Yellowstone County, Montana are 
defined by the MDT and Yellowstone County regulations and classification map. 

A. Arterials: Freeways serve the function of movement and are therefore properly 
classified as major arterials. However, due to their unique geometric and access 
design they are commonly classified as a separate design category, distinct from 
other arterials. At-grade arterials are further divided into principal and minor 
designations. Principal arterials are intended to provide a high degree of 
mobility. They should provide for high operating speeds, high levels of service 
and serve long trips. Movement, not access, is their principal function, therefore, 
access management is essential in order to preserve capacity. Continuity is 
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another very important feature of arterials since they connect with external 
highways and interconnect major developments such as the central business 
district, large commercial and industrial developments, and major residential 
areas. In order to meet present and future traffic demands, principal arterials 
should be planned at a spacing of one mile. 

B. Collectors: Collectors provide an essential transportation function as a link 
between the arterial system and local access roads. They provide both access 
and movement functions within residential, commercial, and industrial areas. 
Operating speeds are somewhat lower on collectors, and intersections or access 
points can be spaced closer than on arterials. 

C. Locals: Locals have a primary function of access. The movement function is 
incidental and involves travelling to or from a collector facility. Trip lengths are 
short and consequently volumes should be low and speeds slower than typical 
collectors. Service to through traffic is deliberately discouraged. 

 
IV. GUIDELINES FOR INTERPRETATION OF COUNTY ROADWAY AND 
BRIDGE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, AND REGULATION STANDARDS 
 
The Commissioners recognize that there exists a need for extensive roadway systems and 
bridges throughout Yellowstone County. The extensive roadway systems and bridges are to 
serve the needs of the public including but not limited to rural, low-density subdivisions and 
undeveloped farmland. Neither the low-density subdivisions nor the undeveloped farmland 
create a tax base which will support high quality roadway and bridge construction or intensive 
and costly maintenance. Furthermore, upon development of rural subdivisions, lot values and 
sales rates do not generate revenues which easily support the construction of high-quality 
roadways and bridges. Despite these inconsistencies, values of farmland for development 
purposes and a slow, steady demand by consumers create a constant demand for real estate 
subdivisions and the need for more roadways and bridges. 
 
In order to balance these competing and inconsistent needs and burdens, the County adopts the 
following policy for roadway and bridge design, construction, and regulation standards: 

A. Design, construction, and regulation standards for roadways and bridges shall 
take into account the economic realities discussed above consistent with traffic 
flow and public safety. 

B. While the right-of-way widths necessary to accommodate anticipated needs for 
arterials and collectors will be dedicated to the County at the time property is 
subdivided, the County will only require the subdivider to construct roadways 
and bridges commensurate with usage foreseeable for a twenty-year period with 
a sufficient base and geometric design to accommodate reasonably anticipated 
use beyond the twenty-year period. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
supersede Yellowstone County subdivision regulations. Should those be a 
conflict between this manual and the Yellowstone County subdivision 
regulations, the subdivision regulations shall apply. 
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V. PRIORITY ANALYSIS 
 
The County shall establish a priority list for reconstruction of roads. The County shall establish 
a consistent long range improvement program similar to that used in the current Transportation 
Plan for the Billings Urban Area, developed by the Yellowstone County Board of Planning and 
adopted by the Policy Coordinating Committee. 
 
PRIORITY ESTABLISHMENT 
The Board of County Commissioners shall consult with the Public Works Department annually 
to develop priority lists for maintenance of County roads. Actual maintenance resource 
allocation shall take into account traffic count, type of driving surface, road condition and 
public safety considerations. 
 
RSID ROAD MAINTENANCE 
The decision as to level and timing of maintenance of RSID roads shall be that of the Board of 
County Commissioners in consultation with the Public Works Department.  The County will 
conduct annual assessment of maintenance needs, and the Public Works Department shall 
annually present to the Board of County Commissioners a resolution fixing the maintenance 
level and annual property tax assessment for the maintenance of the RSID roads.  The 
resolution, once passed, shall be followed with exceptions only for emergencies and 
expenditures otherwise allowed by law at the discretion of the Board of County 
Commissioners.  Property assessments shall be fixed based on the needs and amounts identified 
in the Resolution.  The spending authority for RSID maintenance, subject to budgetary 
limitations, shall be provided for in Addendum #7, attached hereto. 
 
VI. GENERAL ROAD CONSTRUCTION CONSIDERATIONS 
 

1. Yellowstone County shall require road construction standards to be set by the 
current subdivision regulations standards. 

2. Materials and construction methods shall follow the Montana Highway 
Commission “Standard Specifications for Road & Bridge Construction” latest 
edition. 

3. All design and construction shall be based on a 20-year design life. 
4. Right-of-way standards shall be as established by the Yellowstone County 

Subdivision Regulations. 
5. Guidelines for geometric design of all arterial and collector roads shall be 

completed per current AASHTO standards.  
6. All roads are required to be designed by a Montana professional engineer. Plans 

and specifications must be submitted to Yellowstone County and as-builts shall be 
required upon completion of the road.  

7. Mailbox location and construction shall be determined by the United States Postal 
Service.  

8. Yellowstone County requires County permits prior to construction for all roads and 
utilities that are or connect to a County public road. 
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VII. TRAFFIC & SAFETY 
 

A. All traffic control devices shall conform to the latest edition of the “Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices.” 

B. Road Naming:   
1. All road names shall be governed by Resolution No. 09-53 which is 

attached as Addendum #1 to this manual. 
C. Roadside Safety 

1. Where applicable, AASHTO standards, set in the newest editions of 
“Roadside Design Guide” and “Roadside Improvements for Local 
Roads,” will be followed in establishing roadside safety.  

2. It shall be a policy of the County to consistently apply a realistic clear 
zone set to AASHTO standards, taking into account the speed limit, 
traffic volume, topography, and overall sight distance.  

D. Access Control 
1. Access will be limited where feasible on all public roads under County 

jurisdiction.  
2. Generally, no-access easements will be utilized on all arterial and collector 

roads, with drive approaches severely limited and shared access required 
where reasonable. A request for more than one access will be entertained 
only if it is proven that it is a safer design to have two accesses. The 
following factors will be weighed in determining the number of accesses: 
traffic volume, topography, speed limit, and overall sight distance. In other 
limited circumstances, alternatives may be considered.  The overall 
standards for accesses will be consistent with the Yellowstone County 
Subdivision Regulations.   

3. Construction shall not begin on an access until the approach permit required 
is granted. If construction is begun before permit is granted, the County may 
be entitled to charge an enhanced permit fee five times the existing permit 
amount representing the increased administrative and staff time needed to 
process the permit and check the access. In addition, Public Works will 
withhold issuance of the address until the approach has received final 
approval and inspection. 

4. Inspections of newly constructed approaches are required. The applicant is 
required to inform Public Works within 24 hours of the completing the 
construction of the approach. Within 5 days, the County will inspect the 
approach to determine whether it complies with the standards of this Road 
Policy. If the approach is non-compliant, the applicant is required to remedy 
the situation within 15 days. Once the work is completed, the applicant will 
request an additional inspection from the Public Works. If the applicant fails 
to remedy the situation, the County will pursue enforcement as enabled by 
MCA and outlined in Addendum #2. 

5. If a property owner with an existing access requests a new access, the 
County may require the existing access to be removed once the new access 
is completed.  
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6. If the County determines that public safety is in jeopardy due to the 
construction or placement of an access, the County may revoke the permit. 

7. Application and additional standards for access permits are found in 
Addendum #2 of the manual. 
 

VIII. PAVEMENT DESIGN 
 
Pavement design standards will be set by the most recent subdivision regulation and AASHTO. 
Should the subdivision regulations conflict with current AASHTO standards, the provisions of 
the subdivision regulations shall take precedence. The following factors will be weighed in 
road surface design: Traffic (ADT’s, ESAL’s), Supporting Soils, Environment, and Drainage. 

A. Arterials and collectors shall be based on the results of a geotechnical study. 
B. The standard road section for local roads shall be 12” of 3” minus base course 

and 3” of 1 ½” minus top course and 3” asphalt.  Should the engineer designing 
the road desire a variation from the standard road section, the engineer may 
request a variance from the standard subject to a geotechnical report submitted 
and approved by the Public Works Department. 

 
IX. GRAVEL DESIGN 
 
Gravel design standards will be set by the most recent subdivision regulation and AASHTO. 
Should the subdivision regulations conflict with current AASHTO standards, the provisions of 
the subdivision regulations shall take precedence. The following factors will be weighed in 
road surface design: Traffic (ADT’s, ESAL’s), Supporting Soils, Environment, and Drainage. 

A. Arterials and collectors shall be based on the results of a geotechnical study.   
B. The standard road section for local roads shall be 12” of 3” minus base course 

and 3” of 1 ½” minus top course as a minimum gravel section. Should the 
engineer designing the road desire a variation from the standard road section, 
the engineer may request a variance from the standard subject to a geotechnical 
report submitted and approved by the Public Works Department. 

 
X. GEOMETRIC DESIGN 
 
AASHTO regulations, set forth in the most current edition of “A Policy on Geometric Design 
of Highways and Streets,” will serve as the standard reference for the following: 

A. Sight Distance 
B. Horizontal Alignment 
C. Vertical Alignment 
D. Coordination of Geometric and other Roadway features. 

AASHTO’s most current edition of “Geometric Design of very Low-Volume Local Roads (ADT 
< 400)” should be used where applicable. 
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XI.  BRIDGE AND CULVERTS 
 
Bridges are structures which carry traffic across a stream, roadway, cattle pass or special access 
to the other side of the crossing. A road bridge must be designed to meet present acceptable 
standards set forth in the current AASHTO “Standard Specifications for Highway Bridges,” 
current addition of the “Timber Construction Manual” by the American Institute of Timber 
Construction, where applicable.   
 
Materials of construction may be steel, cast-in-place concrete, pre-stressed concrete or timber. 
Special construction that may be considered include culverts, either steel or concrete, and any 
other materials that meets generally accepted design and construction standards for bridges. 
 
In certain limited instances, single lane structures and/or design loads of less than HS20 may 
be considered. Depending on the ADT and nature of the probable traffic, H20, HS15, or H15 
design loads may be acceptable. Occasional overloads are acceptable for infrequent heavy 
loads by the most current AASHTO’s “Evaluation of Existing Bridges.” These instances will 
require special consideration and approval by the County based on the bridge designer’s 
recommendations. 
 
XII. DUST CONTROL 
 
The Yellowstone County Dust Control Policy is designed to serve the citizens most impacted 
by unstable road surfaces and road dust and to protect the public from dust control chemicals 
applied by private parties that might present a risk to persons or the environment. 
 
POLICY REQUIREMENT:  Residents and/or property owners must obtain approval from 
Yellowstone County prior to any dust control agents being applied to any county or dedicated 
public road. 
 
CURRENT ROAD DUST MAINTENANCE:  Yellowstone County allots funding for dust 
control in Yellowstone County.  The amount budgeted will vary with the overall budget 
demands on the County and the availability of County Road funds.  The Yellowstone County 
Public Works – Road & Bridge Department’s dust control budget allows for dust control agent 
application for County or public roads that are maintained by the Yellowstone County Public 
Works – Road & Bridge Department. Some roads receive dust control to improve operational 
efficiency, mainly by reducing maintenance frequency, but other criteria including traffic 
volume, and geometrics (hills, slopes, curves, corners, etc.) have been considered for these 
roads. 
 
Yellowstone County will place higher priority on those roads that improve operational 
efficiency, by allocating funding first on these roads. The remaining funds will be used to 
address dust complaints as they are received subject prior to criteria otherwise stated in this 
policy.  Dust control applications will not be implemented prior to June 15th or after October 
15th. 

Request for dust control must meet one or more of the following criteria:  
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• Minimum of 70 trips per day 
• The material on the road must be suitable for dust suppressant  
• Safety such as visibility issues for oncoming traffic 
• Health issues (for example childcare facilities or schools) 
• Other special circumstances may be brought to the BOCC for consideration. 

 
Any other county or public roads that are maintained by the Yellowstone County Public Works 
– Road & Bridge Department which do not meet the criteria to have dust control furnished by 
the County may also be dust controlled if the residents and/or property owners participate in 
the cost of dust control by paying for the dust control chemical – including application.  The 
money for the dust control chemical must be paid to Yellowstone County before any action is 
taken.  The Yellowstone County Public Works – Road & Bridge Department will provide the 
equipment and the labor for preparation of the road and the coordination with the applicator of 
the dust control chemical, at no cost to the residents and/or property owners. The application 
will then be made when reasonable to do so.  Considerations will be made for weather, location 
of equipment and other competing maintenance priorities and responsibilities. 
 
In the case of a commercial industry causing the dust problem, Yellowstone County may 
require the business to pay for controlling the dust problem if dust control is requested by the 
commercial or industrial operation. 
 
XIII. CATTLE GUARDS 
 
Cattle guards on County historically maintained roads will only be allowed in open range 
districts. Property owners requesting a cattle guard to be installed on a County road will pay 
the Yellowstone County Public Works Department for the cost of the materials. The materials 
will be purchased from the Yellowstone County Road & Bridge Department. The materials of 
a cattle guard consist of two 12’x 7.6’ steel cattle guards, two 12” x 12” x 26’ treated timbers, 
and two steel angle iron wings. The cattle guard will be installed and maintained by the 
Yellowstone County Road & Bridge Department after the property owner has paid 
Yellowstone County for the materials. The number and location of the cattle guards allowed 
per landowner will be determined by Yellowstone County. Yellowstone County will base its 
decision upon public safety, traffic volume, topography, and speed limit. This list is not factor 
exhaustive. 
 
XIV. OVERSIZE MOVING PERMITS 
 
A permit must be obtained from the Public Works Department prior to moving an oversize 
load. Permits are subject to fees and bonding requirements set by resolution. Permit 
applications must include an address for both the origin and destination, and a complete 
description of the route.  In addition to the requirements contained in this section, an applicant 
for a permit to move a house/structure must have a permanent foundation on which to place 
the house/structure. The foundation must be conducive to the placement of the structure.  
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XV. RESTRICTED ROUTES 
 
The Yellowstone County Board of Commissioners limits truck traffic for local deliveries on 
various County roads. A list of load restricted roads is covered by Ordinance No. 07-107 as 
amended which is attached as Addendum #3 (Resolution No. 23-59). 
 
XVI. WORK/ACTIVITY IN RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 
A permit is required for all work in public right-of-way. Permits are subject to fees set by 
resolution and are issued by Yellowstone County. Permits must be obtained prior to 
commencing the work. To preserve public safety, the County may place conditions, 
regulations, or requirements on the permit. The condition of the right-of-way must be restored 
to the same or better condition as it was before the work/activity was performed.  Should work 
commence before the permit is issued, the permit fee shall be doubled to reflect increased staff 
time and resources necessary to process the permit. 
 
XVII. VARIANCE PROCEDURE 
 
Any variance from established policy or standards must be reviewed and approved by 
Yellowstone County Public Works, taking into account the following information: 

1. Alternate design or standard approved by a Montana professional engineer.  
2. Demonstrated utility feasibility, safety, equivalency, etc., of an alternate 

method or design. 
3. A showing of uniqueness of land or topography and unique circumstance 

that justifies the gravity of a variance. Mere economic necessity is not, by 
itself, sufficient grounds for a variance. 

4. An applicant may submit a written request for a variance to the Yellowstone 
County Public Works Department specifying the need for and nature of the 
variance. 

5. Decisions of Public Works are final. Any applicant who is aggrieved by the 
decision of public works can appeal to the Board of County Commissioners. 

 
XVIII. RIGHT-OF-WAY POLICY 
 

A. Encroachments. No structures, appurtenances or fixtures of a permanent nature can 
be placed as an encroachment on a county road right-of-way without first obtaining 
an encroachment and/or work in the right-of-way permit from the County.  
 
An encroachment will be considered upon submission of an encroachment permit 
application. This includes existing encroachments which will be reviewed by 
Yellowstone County. Encroachment permits may be issued for uses including: 
devices or objects placed within the right-of-way limits; or physical occupancy of 
the right-of-way by persons or groups of persons. Yellowstone County shall inspect 
all requested encroachments and may approve the permit unless the public safety is 
at risk or the County needs the right-of-way for any other purpose. Should the 
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applicant disagree with the determinations of Yellowstone County, the applicant 
may appeal to the Board of County Commissioners within 30 days of the 
determination in writing. Applicant shall list the type of requested encroachment, 
the exact location of the encroachment and the perceived need for the 
encroachment. Any application for work to be done in County Public Right-of-Way 
including culverts, drainage improvements and approaches shall be submitted to the 
Yellowstone County Public Works Department. Applicants must be the owner of 
the property requesting the permit at the encroachment’s proposed location, a 
government agency, or the contractor proposing the conduct of work on behalf of 
the owner. An encroachment permit application is included as Addendum #5.  
Encroachments within the County right-of-way constitute a license subject to 
revocation upon a conflict with the license and the public’s need for the right-of-
way.  The license may also be revoked should the holder of the license transfer 
his/her property interests abutting the area subject to the license or the property 
being served by the license. 
1. Utility Placement and Work in the Right-of-way: Utilities require permit 

approval from Public Works to place a utility in the right-of-way and are also 
required to obtain a permit to work in the right-of-way.  

a. The utility owner is required to be the permittee. The applicant is 
required to submit a utility installation plan set which at a minimum shall 
include proposed location of the utility and where it will be located 
within the right-of-way with offsets from the edge of road or edge of 
right-of-way clearly shown.  

i. Permits are limited to no more than 5 roads and up to 5 miles of 
linear work. Work is required to occur in a linear manner. No 
more than 2 active permits per utility may be open at any given 
time. To obtain additional permits, an active permit must be 
closed out, complete with final inspections and all restoration 
work complete. 

ii. The plan set shall include locations of all drops, vaults, pedestals, 
etc. and information on the installation types, including boring, 
trenching, plowing, etc.  to be located within the right-of-way or 
easement.  

iii. The plan set shall also include a restoration plan outlining 
proposed restoration methods and timeframes for which 
restoration will occur. 

iv. A Traffic Control Plan may be required, depending on the scope 
of work of the permit. If required the TCP is subject to approval. 

v. The approved plans shall be kept on site along with the approved 
permit. The plan set shall be updated daily by the contractor with 
as-installed information, including bore, trench, and plow depths 
and offsets. 

vi. Plan deviations will require a variance in advance, as approved 
by County Public Works.  
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vii. A clean set of as built plans shall be provided to the County upon 
permit closeout. 

viii. Permit closeout requires an inspection at the expense of the 
Permittee. A permit shall only be closed if all restoration work 
has been completed to a satisfactory level as approved by County 
Public Works. The closeout requires the issuance of an 
encroachment permit for the utility owner. Encroachment 
permits allow the utility to remain in place, under certain 
conditions, once the active construction is over.  

b. Permittee, or their general contractor performing the work, shall be 
bonded and insured with the County listed as co-insured. Permittee shall 
be held responsible for all damages and costs to any other installation 
already in place because of work covered by this permit. 

i. A Bond shall be provided to the County in advance of permit 
issuance. The amount of the bond shall be determined by Public 
Works based on the scope of the permit. 

c. Responsible costs of Permittee. The Permittee is responsible to 
reimburse the County for costs related to permit oversite. These costs 
may include, but are not limited to: 

i. As needed inspections by County Public Works or its designee, 
ii. Review for any restoration plans as part of a stop work order, 

iii. Review of any restoration or compliance plans as part of a permit 
revocation, 

iv. Testing or separate contractor fees to verify work logs. 
d. Permittee shall take the necessary actions to ensure that the 

encroachment does not create a nuisance or hazard to the County or the 
public, as determined by County Public Works. 

e. The permittee shall be responsible for the repair and maintenance of any 
facility/infrastructure it constructs or places in the rights-of-way or 
easements and shall be responsible for any failure of the encroachment. 

i. Should failures occur the Permittee is required to repair or 
replace the failure within 45 calendar days. 

ii. Should the Permittee not repair, replace, or negotiate a date for 
such work with Public Works, the facility/infrastructure will no 
longer be permitted and will be required to be removed and the 
right-of-way reclaimed in its entirety at the expense of the 
permittee. 

f. Bore Construction Requirements. Permittee is required to submit full 
bore logs of all bore locations within the right-of-way. Handwritten logs 
are not acceptable. Bore Logs are required to be submitted to Public 
Works for approval within 4 days of the completion of the bore. KMZ 
files labeled consistently with bore logs of all locations required at 
permit closeout. Bore logs shall, at a minimum, include the following: 

i. Date & time, 
ii. Crew leader name, 
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iii. Location and corresponding crossing label, 
iv. KMZ file with location coordinates, 
v. Facility bore is crossing (if applicable), 

vi. Direction of bore, 
vii. Depth at each bank and depth at invert of 

canal/lateral/pipe/drain/etc. 
g. Construction Coordination Requirements. Permittee is required to 

provide a full construction schedule to Public Works for review and 
approval. 

i. Permittee shall provide Public Works 48-hours’ notice of any 
construction work within the rights-of-way or easements. 

ii. A preconstruction meeting is mandatory before starting any 
construction. 

iii. Permittee shall hold monthly construction update meetings with 
Public Works or its designee. Meetings shall include review of 
compliance issues, construction progress, schedule changes, 
plan deviations, etc. 

h. Right to Inspect. The County reserves the right to require inspection, at 
any time, of construction activities by Public Works staff or its designee 
for any or all work to ensure compliance with the permit requirements. 
The expense of these inspections is the sole responsibility of the 
permittee. The County will invoice the permittee for inspection work. 
Failure to pay within 30 days will result in a stop work order. 

i. Compliance. Should the County find areas of non-compliance with the 
permit, Public Works will notify the Permittee of the compliance issue 
in writing or email. The permittee shall remedy the identified 
compliance issues within 14 days of said notification or the permittee 
shall provide a compliance remediation plan within the 14 days. The 
plan will be reviewed and is subject to approval by County Public 
Works. Should compliance issues not be remedied within the specified 
timeframe as agreed upon by Public Works, the County has the authority 
to issue a stop work order and shut down all construction under the 
permit until the Permittee is fully compliant. No compliance issue is 
considered resolved until an inspection with Public Works or its 
designee has been completed and notification to the Permittee is made 
that the issue is resolved, and/or the stop work order is removed. Any 
expenses incurred by the County for remediation plan review, 
coordination, inspections, or construction oversight as a result of a non-
compliance issue are the sole expense of the permittee.  

j. Right to Revoke. The County reserves the right to revoke such permits 
at its sole discretion when conditions warrant, in accordance with this 
policy. 

 
B. Gates. Gates may be permitted as an encroachment when the public right-of-way is 

not maintained. Gates cannot be locked, cannot be signed to prevent access. Public 
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access shall be always allowed. Further, unconstructed rights-of-way may be gated, 
but must be accessible for people to access on foot. 

 
C. Obstructions. Obstructions are not permitted in the right-of-way. A right-of-way 

obstruction refers to any physical or legal impediment that hinders or interferes with 
the free passage or access along a designated right-of-way. These obstacles can 
disrupt the intended flow of traffic, pedestrian movement, or access to certain areas, 
leading to potential conflicts or safety hazards. Obstructions in the right-of-way 
shall not be permitted. Obstructions shall be removed by the individual who created 
the obstruction. Upon failure to comply will result in enforcement actions that may 
include the removal of obstructions by county personnel or contractors, with 
associated costs potentially billed to the property owner in accordance with MCA 
7-14-2135. 

 
D. Stormwater. Stormwater storage in the right-of-way is prohibited, however, 

stormwater can be conveyed in the right-of-way. This policy is not intended to be 
retroactive for any DEQ approved stormwater management plans prior to the 
amendment of this policy,   

 
XIX. MAINTENANCE 
 

A. Maintenance on County Roads without an RSID: Roads that the county has historically 
maintained prior to 1996 will continue to receive maintenance. Roads that have not 
been maintained in the past that are public, will not be maintained in the future unless 
an RSID is created to fund the requested maintenance.  

B. An RSID is required for all new internal subdivision roads that are public. RSID’s 
cannot be used for maintenance of private roads. 

 
XX. TRAFFIC CALMING 
 
The purpose of traffic calming is to implement traffic calming techniques, where warranted 
and appropriate, in response to neighborhood requests for assistance with traffic concerns. 
When considering reasonable solutions, it is important to the greatest extent possible, the street 
use is within the classifications identified in the functional classification map adopted as part 
of the Long Range Transportation Plan. Traffic calming improvements will only be considered 
within Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) boundary. Not all county roads are 
classified on the functional classification map. In these cases, Public Works staff will make a 
determination of the road type based on the right-of-way width, speeds, traffic volumes, and 
other related criteria that may apply. 
 
TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES 
Non-permanent 

• Pavement markings (crosswalks or other) 
• Warning signage 
• Flashing beacon 
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Permanent 

• Speed hump 
• Speed table 
• Neckdowns or bulb outs 
 

APPLICATION 
A neighborhood that desires to address perceived traffic problems must submit an application 
to Public Works for review. Applications require at least 51% of the neighborhood to sign the 
petition in favor of the proposed traffic calming improvement(s). 
 
The completed application should:  

• Identify the concerns about traffic in the area, 
• Clearly identify the general location of desired improvements, 
• Include an indication of the level of local support for the project. 

 
EVALUATION 
Prior to proceeding with a traffic calming improvement, a study must be conducted to gather 
existing conditions data for analysis. A speed study will most often be the tool used to evaluate 
and determine if the problem exists. Other tools might be employed where warranted such as 
truck counts or cut through studies. If professional services are utilized to complete the study, 
if applicable, the RSID will fund the study.  
 
CRITERIA 
To be eligible for a physical traffic calming measure one of the following must be present: 

• ADT of at least 500 vehicles per day and does not exceed 2,000 trips per day, or 
• Documented accidents of at least 3 in a 12-month period, or 
• An 85th percentile speed of at least 5 miles an hour over the posted speed limit, or 
• At least 10 percent of all traffic is truck traffic. 

 
If none of these are existing conditions verified by a field study, the county will take no further 
action. 
 
If one of the above is present, the County will work with the neighborhood to develop a proper 
and warranted traffic calming measure. Warranted measures may differ from the desired traffic 
calming measure.  
 
IMPROVEMENT INSTALLATION 
Prior to any permanent improvement being installed such as speed humps or tables, other non-
permanent measures (signage, crosswalks, etc.) must be tried first. If these measures do not 
improve the 85th percentile speed, then the warranted permanent measures will be considered.  
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FUNDING & COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
Traffic calming measures must be funded by an RSID. Any permanent measures require at 
least 60 percent support from the district. Temporary measures can be installed with only 51 
percent support. The County will provide a written survey to determine district support. 
 
POST INSTALLATION MONITORING 
Approximately 6-12 months after temporary or permanent measures have been installed, a 
post installation monitoring study will occur. The purpose of this study is to confirm the 
measure is achieving the intended outcome. 
 
RIGHT TO REMOVE 
Yellowstone County may, at its discretion, remove any traffic calming measures.  
 
XXI. FUNDING 
 

A. Cost Sharing Resolution. Yellowstone County has adopted a cost sharing 
program to improve existing public roads. Resolution No. 15-45 is attached as 
Addendum #4.  

B. Establishment of Rural Special Improvement Districts (RSID). Many county 
roads are maintained by benefited property owners through the establishment of 
an RSID if initiated by members of the public. The creation of a RSID is subject 
to the following procedures: 

C. Creating a Rural Special Improvement District (RSID) 
1. Obtain a petition packet from the Public Works Department. 
2. Complete cover sheet. 
3. Provide 2 maps detailing the RSID 
4. Provide legal descriptions including an ownership report for the property 

within the proposed district. 
5. Yellowstone County Public Works recommends that any subdivision 

residents who want to create an RSID hire a professional engineering firm 
to be the liaison between the county and the petitioner. The engineer will be 
responsible for creation of the RSID and will act as the representative of the 
petitioners. The engineer will direct and advise the petition on assessment 
methods, AD HOC Committees and make recommendations concerning the 
type and amount of work needed to bring the subdivision roads up to an 
acceptable standard. 

6. Indicate the annual maintenance cost. The Public Works Department 
recommends all potential districts hire a qualified engineer to help prepare 
the paperwork and make the proper cost assessments and evaluation. 

7. Choose the method of assessment. 
8. Create an Ad Hoc Committee. 
9. Obtain signatures of at least 60% of the property owners who consent to the 

District. 
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10. Submit the original petition with all necessary attachments along with 
$25.00 to Yellowstone County Public Works Department. 

11. The Board or County will review the petition. 
D. Guidelines for RSID Maintenance: 

 
GENERAL PRINCIPALS FOR REQUESTING MAINTENANCE 
In RSID’s where an Ad Hoc Committee is functional and on-going maintenance is requested 
(such as blading, dust control, mowing, snow removal, park maintenance and weed control) 
the following guidelines shall be adhered to: 

The Ad Hoc Committee may not spend amounts in excess of the RSID reserve 
fund as determined by the Yellowstone County Finance Department should the 
Finance Department determine that sufficient funds for a given project are not 
available to pay for the project, the project cannot commence without prior 
approval by the Board of County Commissioners. 
Once Public Works, or the Board of County Commissioners where applicable, has 
signed off on the project, the work may then be completed. 

 
If the work is to be done in the right-of-way, Public Works must be contacted with the RSID’s 
request for maintenance. The request will be evaluated and a direction to proceed will be given 
at Public Work’s discretion. In the event that there is no functional Ad Hoc Committee in the 
RSID, Public Works will review the RSID and put it into a scheduled maintenance program. 
 
ROADS 
ROAD GRADING OF GRAVEL ROADS: The manner and extent of road grading will vary 
with each RSID. It is Public Works’ recommendation that most gravel roads receive 
maintenance at least twice a year in the spring and fall. RSID maintenance requirements may 
vary depending on terrain and traffic volumes. When possible, blading will take place when 
moisture is present in the road allowing the road material to compact and remain smooth for a 
longer period of time. When maintaining the road, a roller and water truck can be utilized for 
the operation to ensure moisture and compaction of the road material. This will likely result in 
a longer lasting smooth road but may also raise initial costs of the maintenance. 
 
DUST CONTROL OF GRAVEL ROADS: It is recommended that dust control applications 
be done during the drier seasons of the year (between June and October). An evaluation of the 
aggregate surface may be necessary to determine if there are sufficient smaller aggregate 
materials for the dust suppressant to be effective. Before any application is applied, the road 
should be properly prepared by watering, blading, and compaction to assure an effective 
application. 
 
SNOW REMOVAL AND ICE CONTROL – GENERAL PRINCIPALS: Snow removal and 
ice control will vary greatly from year to year depending on weather. Further guidance for the 
procedures to be utilized is found in the section of these guidelines, “General Principals for 
Requesting Maintenance”. 
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SNOW REMOVAL AND ICE CONTROL – GRAVEL ROADS: It is recommended that 
gravel roads not be plowed unless snow depth is six inches or more. Plowing lesser snow depths 
may remove gravel from the road and once the gravel is plowed off, it is difficult to recover. 
Gravel roads can become slick, and sanding may be advisable regardless of snow depth 
especially on hills, intersections or curves. Since snow removal does not necessarily include 
sanding, plowing and/or sanding should be clearly specified in any request for snow removal 
and ice control. 
 
SNOW REMOVAL AND ICE CONTROL – PAVED ROADS: It is recommended the plowing 
of paved roads (usually asphalt surface) should be limited to snow depths of three inches or 
more. Should slippery conditions on hills, intersections or curves exist, sanding may be 
advisable regardless of snow depth. Since snow removal does not necessarily include sanding, 
plowing and/or sanding should be clearly specified in any request for snow removal and ice 
control. 
 
WEED CONTROL 
There are two primary maintenance methods available for RSID weed control: 1) Mowing and 
2) Herbicide Control. 
 
Mowing and herbicide control both improve aesthetics. Mowing gives you the instant aesthetic 
appeal you are looking for but may not be the most effective measure. Mowing can require 
multiple passes during the growing season and does work when the conditions are too dry for 
herbicide control to be effective. Mowing can be expensive due to the multiple passes required 
during the growing season (June-September). Mowing can also spread weed seeds (especially 
noxious weeds) when implemented at the incorrect time. However, if a plant community is 
healthy and consists largely of native and non-native grasses it would be of benefit to mow 
instead of implementing an herbicide treatment. One point to remember about mowing weeds 
is that certain weed species will adapt and can still produce viable seeds even after mowing. 
 
Herbicide control is less expensive than mowing and usually requires one or two passes instead 
of multiple passes. Again, it depends on the makeup of the plant community; if noxious species 
(mandatory management required under Montana state law) are present, then specialized 
herbicides can be used to control those species of concern. When implemented at the correct 
time, herbicide control can be of great benefit to the desirable plant community. With the 
specialized herbicides available in today’s markets, weed control usually lasts longer than 
mowing and it can control specific weed species. Optimum control of unwanted weed species 
is achieved primarily through use of both mowing and herbicide applications. One factor to 
consider prior to applying any type of herbicides is what kind of ornamental landscape plants 
exist on or near the right-of-way as herbicides can affect these plants. Proper herbicide choices 
and application are critical to effectively reducing unwanted vegetation. Application should be 
done by a trained and licensed professional. Herbicide use recommendations can be obtained 
from any of the product supply outlets or by contacting the Yellowstone County Weed 
Department. Commercial herbicide control, and/or mowing contractor information can also be 
provided by contacting the Yellowstone County Weed Department.  

 



Page 23 of 23 

XXII. SEVERABILITY 
 
If parts of this document are held to be illegal or otherwise unenforceable, the remainder of the 
document shall still apply. 
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Addendum #2  DRIVEWAY APPROACHES (APPROACHES) 

 
A property owner shall obtain a permit from the Yellowstone County Public Works Department 
(YCPW) for the construction of a new approach or the modification of an existing approach that 
provides access onto a right-of-way managed by the County.  The purpose of the permit is to 
ensure the new or modified approach meets minimum standards articulated in this Section.  The 
purpose of the minimum standards is to ensure durable and safe roads.   
 
A general site plan is required showing the following as a minimum: 

1. Approach location 
2. Culvert diameter, if applicable 
3. Distance to nearest existing approaches both on and off the property, on both sides 

of the road. 
4. Distance to nearest property line 
5. Approximate building location or locations if there are multiple buildings planned 

 
14.1  Definitions 
 
ADT - Average Daily Traffic 
 
AASHTO - American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. 
 
Near Edge - Throat portion of the approach closest to the proposed work, or throat portion of 
approach nearest the edge of pavement of the road intersection parallel to the proposed work. 
 
Throat - Portion of the approach after the end of the radius. 
 
14.2  Permits and Fees 
 
A property owner shall obtain a permit from the Yellowstone County Public Works Department 
for the construction of a new approach or the modification of an existing approach that provides 
access onto a right-of-way managed by the County.  A property owner shall not perform any 
construction on a new or existing approach in the right-of-way of a road managed by the County 
until the Department has issued an approach permit.   
 
A property owner shall have one year from the date the permit is issued to complete the 
construction of the new or modification of the existing approach.  If the property owner does not 
complete the construction of the new or modified approach within one year from the date the 
permit is issued, the property owner will have to apply for a new permit for the new or modified 
approach and pay another application fee. 
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A property owner shall pay a fee for a permit for a new or for modifying an existing approach. 
The Department has the current fee schedule.  A property owner who begins construction of a 
new or modified approach before the Department issues a permit shall pay an increased fee. See 
Section 14.9 Penalty/Enforcement for further information. 
 
14.3  Construction Costs 
 
The property owner shall be responsible for all costs associated with the construction of a new 
or modified approach on to a right-of-way managed by the County. 
 
14.4  Number and Arrangement of Approaches 
 
Yellowstone County shall have final approval as to the location, number and configuration of 
approaches on to right-of-ways managed by the County. The number of approaches shall be 
controlled by Section 14.7 Design and Layout of Approaches. 
 
14.5 Maintenance 
 
Yellowstone County shall have the right to make any changes within the right-of-way of the road 
managed by it.  The property owner shall maintain its approach.  The property owner shall be 
responsible to make any repairs to the approach the County deems necessary for the approach. 
 
14.6  Indemnification 
 
The property owner shall defend and indemnify Yellowstone County for any claim made against 
the County for the approach. 
 
14.7  Design and Layout of Approaches 
 
The County has the sole discretion of determining the most suitable design and layout of all 
approaches to public road rights-of-way. The design and geometric layout should be in 
accordance with the following requirements: 
 
1. Property frontages of two hundred twenty-five (225) feet or less shall have only one (1) 

approach.  In cases where parcels have more than one (1) road frontage, each frontage will 
not be treated separately when determining the number of approaches. 
 

2. Property frontages greater than two hundred twenty-five (225) feet and less than six 
hundred (600) feet will be allowed up to two approaches.  Each parcel or business shall 
have no more than two (2) approaches.  Exceptions will be made for lot frontages of greater 
than six hundred (600) feet.  In these instances, there can be one (1) additional approach 
for every three hundred (300) feet of frontage over six hundred (600) feet.  



Amended May 2025 

3. Sight distance must be provided as required by AASHTO. 
 

4. The approach grade shall conform to the slope of the roadway shoulder where practical and 
if possible be equal to or less than three (3) percent slope for a distance of twenty (20) feet 
back from the public road surface unless otherwise approved by the County. 
 

5. The approach shall intersect the public road at an angle of ninety (90) degrees (plus or 
minus ten (10) degrees) to the roadway. 
 

6. The residential approach width shall be between twelve (12) feet and thirty (30) feet, not 
inclusive of any radius between the approach and the public road. Lots with frontages of 
more than 150’ may have up to a 50’ approach. 

 
7. Approaches for driveways and roadways shall be constructed from the edge of the traveled 

way the approach accesses to the boundary of the road right of way. 
 

8. When an approach accesses a hard-surfaced arterial, collector, or minor collector, the 
approach must be built with hard surfacing. Hard surfacing can be accomplished with either 
concrete or asphalt.  For gravel public roads and hard surfaced low traffic volume (less than 
400 ADT), low speed (30 mph or lower) roads within subdivisions, hard surfacing of the 
approach is not required. 

 
9. The radius for an approach serving a single-family residence or two-family residence shall 

be ten (10) feet. The radius for an approach serving a multi-family residential project, a 
commercial or institutional development, and a road shall be twenty (20) feet. 

 
10. Commercial approaches connecting to hard surfaced public roads are required to provide 

hard surfacing for the length and width of the approach within the right-of-way. Hard 
surfacing shall be an engineered design to meet necessary loading and site-specific 
requirements, but at a minimum shall be constructed within the right-of-way as follows: 
 

a. Concrete of sufficient thickness to provide adequate support for the largest AASHTO 
design vehicle anticipated to regularly access the facility over an approved base 
material; or 

b. Asphalt of sufficient thickness to provide adequate support for the largest AASHTO 
design vehicle anticipated to regularly access the facility and over an approved base 
material. 

 
11. Commercial approaches to a graveled public road shall be an engineered design.  

 
12. All approaches shall meet sight distances as required by AASHTO. 
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13. The minimum spacing between the near edge of an approach and a road intersection 
centerline must be at least one hundred (100) feet plus the appropriate approach radius. 
On local streets with speed limits of 25 mph or less a distance less than 100’ may be 
approved by Public Works. 

 
14. The minimum spacing from the near edges of an approach on either an adjacent property 

or the same property shall be fifty (50) feet. 
 

15. Existing drainage in the public road right-of-way shall not be altered or impeded without 
specific written approval from the Montana Department of Environmental Quality.  In cases 
outside of subdivisions or in subdivisions with no storm water management plan, specific 
written approval from YCPW will be required. 

 
16. Drainage from an adjacent approach, private road, or structure is not allowed to discharge 

onto the public road. When an approved grading and drainage plan/DEQ approval exists, 
approaches shall be installed in conformance with the approved plan.  

 
17. All culverts used in the construction of an approach in a public road right-of-way must have 

a minimum diameter of fifteen (15) inches as specified in Standard Drawing 140 - 
APPROACH STANDARDS (http://www.co.yellowstone.mt.gov/publicworks/geninfo.asp) 
unless a smaller diameter culvert is specified on an engineered drainage plan and/or is 
approved by the Public Works Department and must be either double-wall smooth interior 
high-density polyethylene (HDPE), corrugated metal pipe (CMP) or reinforced concrete pipe 
(RCP) or other approved similar material. The minimum amount of cover material over the 
culvert shall be that recommended by the culvert manufacturer. 
 

14.8  Design and Geometric Requirements 
 
Approaches shall meet the dimensional standards contained in Standard Drawing 140 – 
APPROACH STANDARDS. 
 
14.9  Penalty/Enforcement 
 
If Yellowstone County determines an approach is not in substantial compliance with these 
standards, the County will notify the property owner with the approach of the deficiency and 
request the property owner correct the deficiency. If property owner does not address the 
deficiency within 30 days of notice from the County, either by corrective action or by notifying 
the County of a proposal for corrective action and then get approval for said corrective action 
with an agreed upon timeline, the County will treat the approach as encroachment and take 
appropriate action to remedy the situation in accordance with Sections 7-14-2134 through 7-14-
2138, MCA. 
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If a property owner applies for a permit after construction of the approach has begun in the right-
of-way managed by the County or the approach in the right-of-way is complete, the fee for the 
approach shall be five (5) times the standard fee.  This shall also apply to construction approaches 
but not unmodified existing approaches. 
 








































